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LITTLE TALKS ON CHARACTER BUILDING 
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INTRODUCTION. 


OHN V. FARWELL, one of the pioneer 

builders of Chicago, the founder and head 
of one of the largest wholesale mercantile 
houses in the world, comes of good, old English 
stock, the head of the American branch having 
come to this country early in the seventeenth 
century. The family has occupied prominent 
positions in American affairs for 200 years. 

Mr. Farwell was born in 1825 at Campbell- 
town, N. Y. While he was a young boy his 
parents migrated westward, settling in Ogle 
County, Illinois. When he was twenty years 
of age he determined to leave the farm, where 
money was scarce, and win his way in the young 
and growing city of Chicago. On leaving home 
his father gave him his blessing and all the 
money he had, which was just $3.00. With this 
young Farwell set out for the city on a farmer’s 
wagon loaded with grain, paying part of his 
money for transportation and part for food 
during the journey. When his destination was 
reached only a small part of the $3.00 remained, 
but he had a brave heart, a good character and 
high hopes. 

After filling acceptably minor clerical posi- 
tions, Mr. Farwell was offered what was then 
considered the princely salary of $600 a year as 
bookkeeper for a wholesale dry goods house, 
that of Wadsworth & Phelps. Such was the 


energy and enthusiasm thrown into his work 
and the sagacity displayed, that in a few brief 
years he was made a partner in the firm, which 
was then doing an annual business of $100,000. 
For fifteen years more he worked by day and 
by night, and at the end of that period the 
name of the firm had changed to John V. Far- 
well & Co. Success followed success as the 
years went by, and today the great wholesale 
establishment bearing his name does an annual 
business amounting to millions of dollars. 

In addition to his engrossing business duties, 
Mr. Farwell has always found time to lend his 
influence to public service, both through voice 
and pen. He has been a mighty inspiration to 
young men. He is a forceful speaker, and as a 
contributor to the press his work has been most 
welcome. The contents of this volume are mostly 
addresses he has delivered before public as- 
semblies, or articles published in the daily and 
weekly press. These corner stones of character 
are the basic principles upon which Mr. Farwell 
has built his great influence and success. They 
are prepared and published in the interest, 
primarily, of young men, and will furnish good 
building material for those who are ambitious 
to make the most of life, and to leave a name 
that will outlive their generation. 

Fred’k L. Chapman. 


i 


HEREDITY IN CHARACTER BUILDING. 


VER sixty years have passed since a 

young man left his country home to 

make his own way in the world, with 

no capital but his mother’s training. 

Her parting words were, as she pressed a Bible 

to his heart, “My son, you will be known by the 

company you keep, and this Book—well read— 

will lead you into such companionships as will 

make life a blessing to yourself and others.” It 

‘has been well said that mothers make the men 

of this world, and the saints of the next—and 

this demonstrates that “love is the greatest 

thing in the world,” as it insures a Heaven here, 
as the preface to one that will last forever. 

A true mother’s love is one of the chief cor- 
ner stones of character building. Nothing can 
take its place. It can safely be assumed that all 
the men whose narnes will live forever—here as 
well as yonder—were the sons of Christian 
mothers who gave the keynote to the music of 
their lives, long before the stern duties were per- 
formed that made them famous. Young man, 
never forget that character is the only thing vou 
can carry with you out of this world, and that it 
is the only thing that cannot be bought and sold 
in the markets. 

If a mother’s love has been abused and her 
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teachings unheeded in the past, the company 
you keep will reveal it, not only to yourself, 
but to all your companions, and the sooner you 
honor her memory in your character building, 
the sooner the Son of God will be ready to adopt 
you into His family. 

It may be well to indicate more fully the kind 
of stuff that was in the mother of our young 
man who started out with her blessing and a 
Bible to make his own way in the world. 

Four generations back we find two of her 
ancestors living in the stirring times of 1776. 
Before the Declaration of Independence, one 
of them, a citizen of Massachusetts, gave his 
freedom to the only slave he possessed, giving 
as a reason that “men who are contending for 
equal rights against a superior power must 
themselves be just to their fellow-men.” An- 
other was chosen captain of a company to fire 
the first guns in Boston, and left a council of his 
superior officers, who discussed the situation 
till he was disgusted, saying, “The time for 
words is past; action is the only thing left us. 
I propose to take my company to the front,” 
and suiting the action to the words, he started 
with his company to the scene which has made 
Bunker Hill famous in history. This action was 
an inspiration to his theoretical compatriots, and 
they all followed the captain, to act and not to 
talk. 

Once, when his mother, early in the century, 
lived on a new farm in Illinois, in a log cabin 
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about fourteen feet square, all members of two 
families were down with chills and fever, except 
herself and a babe at her breast. As the doctor 
was dealing out medicine from a chest in the 
center of the one room, a proposition was made 
by her husband to return to their old home in 
the East, as soon as they were well enough, as 
the only thing left for them to do. To this she 
replied, “We have come to this new country 
to make a home for ourselves and our children, 
and with God’s help we will do it yet.” 

The father then said to the doctor, “You must 
cure me at once, for all these are dependent 
upon me, and I cannot be sick.” With God’s 
blessing he was cured at once, and no reference 
was again made to return to the East. 

How they both in after years became inter- 
ested in an institution of learning, whose corner 
stone was laid while converted Indians made 
the woods ring with the music of the new life— 
one strain of which was, “You may have all the 
world; give us Jesus”—was a vivid memory in 
the mind of that young man when he left nome 
to hew his own way in the world. 

How they both strove to give their children 
a practical education at that institution, when 
inoney was scarcely to be had, and mother earth 
in that farm was all they had to depend on, 
makes another vivid page in memory, and dem- 
onstrates the moral and intellectual fiber from 
which that young man inherited the real cor- 
ner stone of character taken from the now 
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eternal granite quarry of our Pilgrim Fathers, 
driven from England by persecution to be foun- 
dations of a world-wide freedom; and the cor- 
ner stone, perhaps, of the future universal 
brotherhood of man in these United States of 
America. Of the agencies developed and 
evolved for that purpose, the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, as the handmaid of the 
churches, now stands at the head, and says sec- 
tarian lines in these churches, and even national 
lines among the nations, must now become in 
due time, the wierd memories of man’s past 
imperfections by the power of a new life, in 
individuals first, and then in the churches and 
the state. 

When will this thing be? Not until the 
physical, mental and spiritual training of young 
men in such institutions shall give the race such 
a manhood as Christ typified in His own life, 
and then said to each one, “Follow me.” The 
young men of each generation determine the 
character of the next, and by that tremendous 
fact emphasize the importance of their being 
first born with the minimum of human frailties 
and with the maximum of physical and mental 
strength possible to each, that they may bring 
to the second birth stich powers as God in- 
tended that the race should be Ha SS with, to 
make the full-sized man. 

Young man, see to it that the house you live 
in is kept in order for the reception of the King, 
who says, “Behold, I stand at the door, and 
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knock; if any man hear my voice and open the 
door, I will come in to him and will sup with 
him.” How can He come in if the very parlor 
of the soul—the heart—is in love with any un-. 
clean thing? 

Alexander conquered the known world, and 
on his deathbed said, “Leave my hands outside 
of my shroud that all men may see that, though 
conqueror of the world, I can take nothing with 
mess 

This is a vivid illustration of the Saviour’s 
supreme problem, “What shall it profit a man 
if he gain the whole world and lose his own 
soul ?” 

Alexander had not conquered self, and so 
self conguered the real man and made him 
bankrupt in God’s book of account in making 
up the balance sheet of human life. A cup of 
cold water given to one of God’s poor counts 
for more in that book than Alexander’s con-- 
quered world. 
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ii. 


PURTDY. 


HERE is an old Book which gives the 

history of mankind from its infancy, 

beginning with Adam, a perfect man 

in physical, mental and moral capaci- 
ties, with the power of individual choice. 

The record is, “There were giants in those 
days * * * and they became mighty men * * * 
of renown”; although the next paragraph says 
that when men inultiplied on the earth, the 
wickedness of man was great, so great that God 
destroyed the race with a flood, saving only one 
righteous man, with his family. 

His descendants again peopled the earth, and 
soon we read that Sodom was destroyed for 
the same reason, and the nature of this wick- 
edness was revealed as an infraction of the 
physical Jaws of life in man’s members, trans- 
forming them into instruments of death, phys- 
ical, mental and moral. 

Since then, we read of only here and there a 
giant in either sense—a David and a Goliath 
here; a Solomon and a Samson there; and a 
Daniel and a Nebuchadnezzar yonder; and in 
each instance there was individual conformity 
to natural law as the foundation of a perfect 
physical being, if present observations count for 
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anything in reading history backwards. An- 
other proof of this is, that the punishment of 
individual sin for every infraction in any form 
of God’s laws governing the chemistry of physi- 
cal life, was death. This dealing with individual 
sin and the destruction of the race, and of a city 
for like reasons, make it most apparent that 
purity of family life constitutes the origin of 
“mighty men of renown” in all ages. 

Here, then, at the fountain of life begins the 
possibility of all that is great in character, as 
well as all those elements of corruption which 
drowned the world, burnt up a great city, and 
made it necessary for divine love, in attempting 
to make a sample state out of one family, to 
punish with death any individuals who should 
invade the laboratory of physical life with the 
moral leprosy of physical impurity. 

Nothing could be more certain than that this 
early teaching of God by example and precept 
emphasizes most thoroughly the absolute neces- 
sity of physical purity as the precursor of men- 
tal and moral purity, and hence that is the real 
corner stone of character, in the evolution of 
which, as in all things that character represents, 
the beginnings are with things that seem of 
little importance as compared with what fol- 
lows. Suppose every young man in America 
should “think on these things” with reference 
to his relations to the next generation in the 
evolution of human society? Would there not 
be more giants in those coming days than there 
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are now; few indeed, comparatively, who would 
not be “men of renown,” not in physical achieve- 
ments alone, but in every phase of human 
progress? 

Among the nations, none was ever more pow- 
erful in its day than the Roman empire, but 
social impurity finally made the citadel of its 
power an easy prey to the physically stalwart 
Germans whose comparatively pure family rela- 
tions had made them a nation of giants in valor 
and endurance. Have we not seen in our day 
giants’ minds, in stalwart frames, but given over 
to sensual thoughts and actions, sink into im- 
becility and ignominy, while the less imperially 
endowed competitor for the conquests of genius, 
whose life was pure, ascended the throne of 
power and influence among his fellow-men? 

‘Young man, if you would build well on the 
corner stone of being well-born into physical 
life, train your columbiads of mental will power 
upon every avenue of your being that would 
let in impure thoughts upon this citadel of 
individual and national greatness in embryo. 
Upon your action in this regard largely depends 
the coming of that second birth which com- 
pletes the possibilities of human character, both 
for this life and the life to come. The Young 
Men’s Christian Association opens wide the 
doors for honest effort to build well on the 
result of both creations of the Almighty Power, 
upon which you can draw freely in every con- 
flict of opposing forces, only when the genius 
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of the physical, mental and moral capacities 
within you is kept in harmony with God’s laws. 

We have only to consider in the evolution 
of character that the physical should be sub- 
ordinate to the mental, and the mental to the 
moral, to reach God’s idea of a perfect man. 
The first Adam reversed this law, and made it 
necessary for the second Adam, who subordi- 
nated all those powers to the will of God, to 
reconstruct the race on His own model. 

If the evolution of character in the first 
Adam was a down-grade experience, then the 
evolution of character from the second Adam 
must be an up-grade experience. 

Which shall we choose as keepers of our- 
selves and our brothers? 

These life pictures from an old history of 
mankind indicated a down-grade evolution. 
What does present day history reveal (especially 
in large cities) through ignoring Christ’s teach- 
ings? Let us see. 

I was told by one of the trustees of an insane 
asylum in the old country that many of its 
inmates were idiots—total wrecks—from the 
sin of self-abuse of the God-like functions of 
life. Constant depletion of the life substance 
(“the life is in the blood”) had worked out its 
legitimate results. 

In a recent lecture before the Young Men’s 
Christian Association in Exeter Hall, London, 
by one of England’s most prominent clergymen, 
reference was made to the constant procession 
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of young men and women on London streets, 
for purposes in contravention of human as well 
as divine law in guarding against physical de- 
generacy which is the acknowledged basis of a 
pandemonium of intellectual and moral evils. 
Imagine a procession 400,000 strong—1I70,000 
in Great Britain and 230,000 in the United 
States—of fallen angels on their way to the 
potter’s field, and every five years reaching 
their destination to give place to others. 

Imagine another procession of men whose 
heads and hands are dripping with the blood of 
this wholesale murder, and you have a photo- 
graph in fast colors of the wages of sin against 
God’s law governing the chemistry of life, taken 
by the blazing fires of an earthly hell. 

Here is a sample from another procession: 

Some twenty-five years since there were in- 
carcerated in the poorhouse of an adjoining 
county two men who were idiotic brutes, be- 
cause they had personally and _ constantly 
broken the physical law of being, until intellect 
and morals were powerless, and what was left 
of the physical had to be locked up. 

If such are the ultimate results of breaking 
physical laws, is it not evident that any infrac- 
tion of it makes fractional idiots, graded ac- 
cording to the pnertinacity of the transgression, 
and by so much lowers the individual in his 
own estimation, which is the beginning of all 
lowering of character standards? The down- 
grade can only be reversed into an up-grade by 
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first acquiring self-respect, through actual liv- 
ing according to physical law. I have tried to 
emphasize the colossal magnitude of this legal 
requirement as a corner stone of character of 
the most vital importance, because so little is 
done and said about it in educating young men, 
and, therefore, ignorance may possibly be 
charged with much evil that would have been 
otherwise avoided. All parents should teach 
their children the physiological laws of their 
being in this elemental basis of character, as the 
only proper corollary to the catechism that will 
- insure respect for the Ten Commandments, and 
do it before they have learned to break them, in 
ignorance of the results. 

A pure home is the prophecy of all that is 
good and noble—a synonym of Heaven. 

Young men, therefore, upon whom the future 
of this great republic, as well as the Kingdom 
of God within it, depends—as heads of families 
—should obey these cardinal injunctions in a 
intellect and morals, “Know thyself,’ “Keep 
thyself pure.’ Young men, are you on the 
down or up-grade in preparing for these duties, 
privileges and responsibilities of a patriarchal 
inheritance in the future? 

Alexander must have had an exceptionally 
pure parentage. Caesar, the synonym of great- 
ness, must have had a like endowment, well 
trained and husbanded, for it is heralded by 
his achievements and by the traditional pur- 
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ity of his wife, in an age when married infidel- 
ity was the rule and not the exception. 

What these two men did among men speaks 
louder than words of a perfect physical and 
mental endowment in each. The general con- 
dition of morals in early times is quite another 
thing, and is graphically photographed by 
Seneca, one of their illustrious teachers, in the 
fact that he taught his fellow-men twenty dif- 
ferent ways of committing suicide. Evidently 
the best intellects then considered life not worth 
living beyond the time of physical enjoyment. 
The material good was the summum bonum of 
existence. 

The era of Caesar’s empire ushered in another 
Teacher whose moral code taught men to “ren- 
der to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and 
to God the things that are God’s.” From that 
time this “bright and morning star” of human 
history has blotted out of the moral heavens 
all the stars of the first Adam, and heralded the 
rising sun of moral righteousness as the real 
goal of the best human ambitions. How the 
first Adam strove to hide its light with the 
dark clouds of his own former self is now horri- 
ble history. How this second Adam has turned 
the world upside down to make it right side 
up, is seen in the following pictures: Then, 
the human heart had no pity for others; infan- 
ticide was a virtue; women were mere property 
for men’s use; in destroying liberty for others 
man had none for himself; the 120,000,000 in- 
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habitants of the Roman empire were one-half 
slaves to the rich, and they had to maintain their 
positions by force of arms, and to kill one’s 
enemy was the highest virtue of that age. 

Now, He who had compassion on the “mul- 
titudes without a shepherd,” after laying down 
His own life for them, and then sending His 
apostles to the ends of the earth with His Gos- 
pel trumpet of good will to men, after endow- 
ing them with the power of pentecostal fire, is 
beginning to see of the travail of His soul in 
the results to the race of their ministry of His 
truth and higher life in the practical brother- 
hood of man, which has made infanticide a 
crime, the rights of women as sacred before 
human law as those of men, and slavery abol- 
ished in every Christian country, while the great 
moral teachers of today tell us of a life beyond 
this for the eternal evolution of a character built 
on moral righteousness, as the only logical 
sequence of physical and intellectual purity; a 
life so much greater than this that only mad- 
men tell us now that suicide is not a crime. 

Augustine and Luther and the blood of mar- 
tyrs brought in a Wesley and a Whitfield to 
cleanse God’s living temple of all the traders in 
rites, ceremonies and creeds as corner stones of 
Christian character, and today the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, organized for an all-round 
training of young men for real life, stands out 
as a ripe fruit of their teachings. The second 
Adam surely still lives to justify His coming and 
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teachings in the Christian civilization of the 
nineteenth century in making His followers all 
one in heart, life and conduct. 

Among statesmen who owe their undying 
fame largely to their Christian mothers and a 
pure physical life, I will name only two—Abra- 
ham Lincoln and James A. Garfield, both mar- 
tyrs to the old Adam (as Caesar was politically), 
but alive forevermore to speak the language of 
civil and religious liberty. I heard Abraham 
Lincoln, after his first election to the presidency, 
speak to 1,500 mission Sunday school children 
in Chicago, and say, “There may be a president 
of the United States among these poor boys, 
depending on their learning and practicing weil 
what is here taught.” On leaving for Washing- 
ton, I heard him say, in a voice trembling with 
emotion, “I go to a task greater than came to 
Washington, and I ask the prayers of God’s 
people that I may succeed.” When he soon 
after called for 75,000 men to put down the old 
Adam in American slavery, seventy-five of the 
boys under twenty years of age, and some 
others, responded to the call—remembering 
what he had said to them. When he was slain, 
James A. Garfield, then in New York, spoke 
from a Wall street balcony to an angry crowd 
about to hang some men who had orally en- 
dorsed that foul deed. He said: “Lincoln is 
dead, but God lives to vindicate his character 
and work. Take no man’s life to do it while 
Omnipotence is pledged for the work,” little 
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thinking that he too, would fill a martyr’s 
grave. 

When the Republican convention in Chicago 
met to choose a leader, the competing factions 
were all day Sunday working for their favorites, 
but James A. Garfield was found in a little 
Christian church, honoring God with his match- 
less intellect, and on Monday, God and the con- 
vention honored him with the nomination as 
Lincoln’s successor to the highest position of 
honor in the greatest nation on earth, and when 
he was inaugurated he impressed a warm- 
hearted kiss on the cheek of his old Christian 
mother, as much as to say, “But for your teach- 
ings I should never have been here.” It is a 
remarkable fact that the assassins of both Lin- 
coln and Garfield were devotees of lust and 
passion. Their characters were thus formed ior 
the ministry of death and culminated in the 
murder of two of the best men in American 
history. 

Young man, down-grade or up-grade, which? 
It is for you to determine. 
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IT. 
THE NEW BIRTH. 


HEN Christ said to Nicodemus, 
“Marvel not that I said unto thee, 
Ye must be born again”—“that 
which is born of the flesh is flesh; 
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit,” 
He uttered the most profound truth. It under- 
lies all character that is built for both worlds. 
It cannot be built otherwise and meet God’s 
ideal of the perfect man. We can all see without 
a mental telescope that the first Adam was and 
is a lamentable failure, and that the second 
Adam was and is in himself, and in those He 
has endowed with His own spirit, a grand suc- 
cess, if we are to judge by what history and 
present-day observations reveal. “The new 
creature in Christ Jesus” of today justifies the 
love of God to men in making this “new cre- 
ation” possible to everyone who will come to 
Him for a new foundation, for soul and body to 
be built upon as the proper one for a man cre- 
ated “in the image of God.” If the flesh must 
be well-born to compass its greatest possibilities, 
how much more must the spirit which was cre- 
ated to live in and rule the lower creation, “be 
born from above,” in order to justify either 
creation, even in the light of human reason. 
“To think on these things” and choose first 
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the Kingdom of God (which must be “within 
us”) is the highest privilege and supreme duty 
of men who would make character “shine like 
the stars forever and ever,’ and to neglect it 
is to blot out of the moral heaven forever God’s 
stars, which were made to shine and not for 
oblivion. 

This leads us to consider the method of the 
new birth of every soul of man that ever re- 
ceived it. “If any man will do his will he shall 
know of the doctrine.” Conformity to Christ’s 
character, then, demands of us the touchstone 
of obedience to His requirements. That and 
that only settles it. Thus human weakness 
takes on divine strength, and as Christ in His 
humanity said to Satan, “Get thee behind me,” 
by that very example He informs us how we 
may find an escape from every temptation, and 
afterwards have His angels to minister unto 
us more joy in a minute than we ever can get 
in a lifetime of heeding Satan’s devices and his 
soul-destroying lies. Why does He say, “My 
son, give me thine heart”? Because this is the 
parlor of the Spirit. If He can occupy that 
royal residence with us, there will be no room 
for the “father of lies.” 

Look again at those melancholy processions 
heretofore referred to on their way to an un- 
timely and dishonored grave. Christ knocked 
and waited long for an admittance into His own 
temples. Satan stood beside Him to make God 
a liar, and they believed their worst enemy, 
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“that they should not die,” and went straight 
to their death. The first Adam and Satan com- 
bined were victorious over superhuman possi- 
bilities, but the first Adam in submission to 
the second «2d under His yoke, can conquer all 
the Apollyons that Satan can send against us. 
Union with Him to do His will, and not with 
Satan to do our own will against conscience, 
makes us “partakers of the divine nature,” and 
guarantees a character that nothing else can 
give us, and against which all hell is impotent 
to carry us off from those sure foundations of 
such a life and conduct as will insure the laying 
of the capstone, “Glory to God in the highest,” 
with rejoicing of the angels around the throne 
of God, upon every poor sinner’s life, who thus 
accepts the Saviour as his Chief Corner Stone 
of character and his “bright and morning star.” 

Young man, upon whose will are you build- 
ing your character? Up to date have you re- 
jected Christ’s will as the “chief corner stone” ? 
If so, hear Him speaking to you: “Did ye 
never read in the scriptures, the stone, which 
the builders rejected, the same is become the 
head of the corner; whosoever shall fall on this 
stone shall be broken, but on whomsoever it 
shall fall, it will grind him to powder?” and start 
on the up-grade of life and conduct before you 
lay down this paper. “Now is the day of sal- 
vation.” Tomorrow may be too late. 

Let us now enquire how it was that our 
young man made this crucial decision of his 
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life as indicating what may be the cardinal 
privilege and duty of the coming fathers who 
may read about corner stones in character 
building with a design of taking Christ into 
partnership as the supreme Architect as well as: 
the Chief Corner Stone. 

One densely foggy morning, when not over 
eight years of age, our young man begged the 
privilege of riding to market with his father 
on a load of farm produce. The road, after 
leaving the farm lands, wound through a river 
valley, with mountains on either side. Very 
soon God’s chemistry of light and heat con- 
condensed the fog into fiery cloud banks, mag- 
nificently painted with crimson, gold and silver, 
and clothed the mountains with this regal ves- 
ture in so short a time that the boy, entranced 
by it, said to himself, “Who but my Heavenly 
Father could work this mighty transformation 
from darkness into light, from nature’s tears: 
into music which angels might well envy us 
the privilege of hearing?” And the vision and 
the thought, after more than seventy years, are 
now just as distinct in memory as if God had 
spoken them into being but vesterday. 

He tells us that, some five years later, during 
special camp-meeting services, both his father 
and mother spoke to him of Christ as the real 
Revealer of the Father to his soul, and that: 
same night, when his mother thought him 
asleep, her voice, mellow with affectionate emo-- 
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tion, filled God’s ear and his own with such a 
prayer as opened Heaven, not by the highway 
of the clouds, but by the still, small voice of 
the spirit, “My son, give me thine heart.” As 
face answers to face in a glass, so Christ was 
revealed as a Transformer of character, and the 
Word of God from that day, like the fog of five 
years before, became refulgent with a light that 
only the eye of the spirit can see, as God 
painted it for the soul. 

About a year after this, his mother was laid 
on what all thought was her deathbed. Here was 
a subject for prayer which filled the boy’s heart 
with emotions quite as deep as stirred that of 
his mother, while pleading effectually for her 
boy’s spiritual life. It drove him out under the 
silent stars beneath a sturdy oak to ask the 
same Father for the physical life of his mother, 
and she lived to a good old age to be a bless- 
ing to all who knew her. This was followed by 
answered prayer for himself, never to be for- 
gotten. 

The years of farm life and toil which fol- 
lowed and transformed a log cabin into a com- 
paratively stately mansion, were but a faint 
index of the transformation in the life plans of 
a man, while during the same time he was read- 
ing through the big family Bible, as the true 
and tried corner stone of character which for 
generations had been wrought into his fore- 
fathers’ lives from the days of the Pilgrims. 

That family mansion was not done, but was 
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being finished, when the young man at the gate 
of the log cabin dooryard received that pocket 
Bible from his mother, and went out into the 
wide world—not alone—to build on physical 
and spiritual foundations, led by the candlelight 
of that log cabin, the visions and revelations of 
which are but the counterpart of those child- 
hood mountains which took on the mantle of 
Omnipotence, woven from a dismal fog into a 
vision of beauty that will be remembered even 
when the everlasting hills shall become the 
throne of the Judge of all the earth. 

Young man, you may well read your Father’s 
name in the language of the beautiful in earth 
and sky and sea, but nowhere in His manifold 
vocabulary will you find the Spirit’s language, 
which speaks life into dead souls, save in 
Christ’s own edition of His works and words in 
human language, as loving as a mother’s—nay 
more—for it says, “Can a woman forget her 
Sucking child * = they may forget nyet 
will I not forget thee.” 

Such is the living love you need to build a 
character worthy of “Our Father which art in 
heaven.” 

The training of our young man led him to 
think that only one of those divinely human 
creations in the name of Christ—called sects— 
could give a through, air-line ticket to Heaven 
on the highway of holiness. But month by 
month and year by year, as his own imperfec- 
tions stood out in bolder relief at each slow 
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advance in the divine life, there came a time 
during a general shaking up of all the churches, 
that a young man invited him to a parlor prayer 
meeting, evidently with a view to his becom- 
ing a Christian. He attended the meeting under 
a volcanic eruption of serious thinking, know- 
ing that none but the members of his own par- 
ticular church really knew that he was even try- 
ing to follow Christ, and there he made a resolu- 
tion, namely, that in the noon prayer meeting, 
then being held in the largest hall in the city, 
he would publicly confess Christ as his Saviour. 
The hall was packed, and he took his seat in 
the center where all the gallery and main floor 
could see and hear. It so happened that many 
were on their feet at the same time, and the 
hour for closing came just as he rose to his 
feet, determined to execute his resolution. No 
word was spoken, but all saw the intent, and the 
foe of former experience gave way to a new 
view, so much broader than church fences had 
built around his little sectarian circle for mu- 
tual protection and growth, that the angels of 
the plains of Bethlehem seemed to join in the 
doxology, “Praise God from whom all bless- 
ings flow.” 

Soon after that, on a railroad journey to the 
East, even the crooked rail fences on either side 
of the road seemed to join in the song of a 
new revelation to one poor sinner. A crowded 
assembly in an Eastern city church—not of his 
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sect—soon heard of his speechless confession 
of Christ, and strangers whom he had never 
seen before took him by the hand as one of the 
“elect,” and it seemed to him as though he 
would never again “fall from grace,” after such 
a predestined shake of his Methodist hand. 
They were one as never before. These illumi- 
nations seemed now to open the highway of an 
active participation in Christian work as the 
only guarantee of the Christian’s real highest 
business success. “Ye are the light of the 
world; ve are the salt of the earth,’ began to 
have a meaning as never before as a corner 
stone most precious in character building. 

This general awakening and the general com- 
mingling of all the churches which resulted from 
it, constituted the mode of the supernatural con- 
ception and birth of the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association, in which our young man took 
an earnest part. 

Immediately preceding these occurrences, 
there had appeared in the class meeting, at- 
tended by our young man, at 9 o’clock on Sun- 
day morning, another young man who had al- 
ways come in only a few minutes before the 
close. It transpired that this young man spent 
his mornings as a Sabbath school “drummer,” 
in gathering in poor children to learn about “the 
good and tender Shepherd,” and then came into 
the class meeting with something worth telling 
as a Christian worker’s experience. He had 
heard the command, “Go work in my vineyard,” 
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and did not need, comparatively, the shaking up 
which the other young men of the churches got 
in that great awakening to the duties and privi- 
leges of the new life, from which the organiza- 
tion of a Young Men’s Christian Association 
was the only logical sequence of real Christian 
science, reduced to practice on a workable basis. 

That young man was D. L. Moody, who, by 
the blessing of God, took such a hold on our 
young man by his practical working out of 
the new birth into living forms of usefulness, 
that whatever is best in his character he owes 
to D. L. Moody under God as a co-worker with 
him in its evolution. 

Young man, read the first four verses of 
Second Peter, as your new birthright inheri- 
tance from faith in Christ, and then ask your- 
self if you have “added” to your life the Chris- 
tian graces that follow in the next five, and if 
not, read the next two and be sure you use 
diligence in redeeming past neglects by future 
faithfulness. 
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VE 
CHRISTIAN WORK. 


STEAM locomotive, however perfect, 
is a negative quantity until the 
water in it is at the boiling point and 
the engineer opens its throttle. Thus 
Christian character is negative until utilized for 
aggressive work. We can now pursue our 
young man’s character building efforts into a 
more positive field, where the unseen or real 
man makes the machine go whithersoever the 
spirit listeth for the good of others. 

After the great revival of 1857-8, with onlv 
a prior sectarian training of seven years, he 
found in the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion that had sprung out of it a wider field for 
active training that he did not fail to improve. 
His first lay sermon under its auspices was to 
an outdoor mixed audience on the lake-shore. 

There happened to be in that audience the 
president of a school of the prophets, who, after 
the service, grasped his hand and spoke encour- 
aging words that gave him added courage to 
build work into faith’s temple of character. 

The Young Men’s Christian Association at 
that time had added to its noon prayer meeting, 
the training of its members through teaching in 
mission Sunday schools, and our young man be- 
came the teacher in one of these, of one of the 
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worst classes of boys, which had taken’ the 
name of “Moody’s Bodyguard.” One of the 
boys came into school one day with his hat on, 
and another, quick as a flash, laid him on the 
floor with a blow and this speech, “I'll teach 
you better manners than to come into Moody’s 
Sunday school with your hat on.” 

Long after this, Charley Morton went into a 
large railroad building for a missionary’s pass, 
and on being shown into the office, the super- 
intendent said, “You don’t seem to know me.” 
“No, I haven’t that pleasure.” “Do you re- 
member ‘Moody’s Bodyguard’?” “Quite well.” 
“Well, just call to mind the ugliest boy in that 
class and you have me, grown up and an officer 
in one of the divisions of Christ’s salvation 
army, as well as this railroad, and I never gave 
a pass with more pleasure to one of His chief 
officers.” 

Soon after this, another incorrigible boy in 
another class was making it impossible to teach 
its scholars, when Mr. Moody came to our 
young man, then an officer in the school, and 
said, “I am going to take that boy into the 
police office at the end of the hall to thrash him, 
and when you see me start, you call the school 
to rise and sing the loudest song in the book 
until I return.” This was done, and he soon 
came back, looking very red in the face as the 
result of the effort. The boy soon became a 
Christian under the influence of this muscular 
Christianity, mixed with a double portion of 
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love in the aifter-dealing with him, and when 
Mr. Moody held his tabernacle meetings in 
1876, one day at the noon prayer meeting, then 
held in the Young Men’s Christian Association 
hall, a man approached our young man, now a 
little gray, and asked, “Do you know me?” 
After a good look he replied, “You are the boy 
that Moody thrashed into a Christian. Has it 
lasted ?” 

“Yes,” said he, “I am still on the Rock.” 

‘Here are corner stones in character building 
not usually referred to in the schools of the 
prophets, used in changing rough granite into 
lovely forms for Christ’s temple, built of living 
stones “polished after the similitude of a 
palace.” 

Enough individuals from all classes and from 
small beginnings, wrought into like transforma- 
tions of character to form a collective working 
‘force sufficient to capture the world for Christ 
—this is the problem for young men to con- 
sider and help to work out. Young man, what 
are you doing with Christ’s “easy yoke” as an 
integral part of this grand army? 

The record written in that old History of 
Mankind, to which we have referred, makes this 
remarkable statement: “There is a spirit in 
man and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth 
him understanding.” The wisest of these old 
historians of the race said, “The spirit of man is 
the candle of the Lord.” But He who spake as 
never man spake said to the multitude, “I am 
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the light of the world,’ and to His disciples, as 
their leader, “Ye are the light of the world.” 
This comes true when the spirit in man, 
which is the Lord’s candle, is lighted up with 
“the inspiration of the Almighty” Spirit of fire, 
so that other men can see and acknowledge it 
as the finger of God. 

When such a man could go into a poor man’s 
cottage to get his children into the Sunday 
school, and at the same time smash a whiskey 
jug in the absence of the owner, and then go 
again for the children, to find the man waiting 
for him to return the smash on the face, and 
and the young man said in all meekness, “I 
broke the whiskey jug for your best good and 
in all kindness, and if you must punish me for 
trying to do you good as well as your children, 
please let me pray for you before you do it,” 
and, suiting the action to the word, prayed for 
the man and his family as only an inspired man 
could; and Moody, instead of a thrashing, got 
the children again for his Sunday school—the 
father could see the hand of God in such an 
inspired spirit, and bow to it. 

Again, when such a one could plead with the 
Catholic bishop, as a last resort, to use his pow- 
er to stop Catholic boys from all sorts of at- 
tempts to break up his Sunday school prayer 
meeting, and hear him applaud the zeal, but 
conjure him to put it into the true church, as it 
was “mistaken zeal,” and then ask the bishop to 
pray for him, that if he was mistaken God would 
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reveal it to him, and after the bishop’s prayer 
to ask God to show the bishop his error, if per- 
chance he was wrong, and then be told to go 
his way, that there would be no more trouble 
for his children’s prayer meeting, we must con- 
clude that “the inspiration of the Almighty” 
does give understanding for such work, for the 
bishop knew that opposition to such a spirit 
would only return to plague the inventor. We 
also can understand why our young man would 
be influenced by such an example in the build- 
ing of character more than by the “big guns” 
of sectarian strife under which he had been 
previously trained . 

No wonder that he should join heartily with 
such a spirit so inspired to help organize and 
utilize the Young Men’s Christian Association 
for its mighty work which has followed. Its 
first building originated in a little prayer meet- 
ing of three, and while they did what they could 
to answer their own prayers, God would not 
have been God if He had not supplemented their 
labor by the inspiration of many other minds 
and hearts, with a desire to do anything that 
such a man would ask. The fact that it was 
burned up only a few months after it was fin- 
ished and occupied, only served as the introduc- 
tion to one more complete in its appointments, 
and when the great fire of 1871 reduced it again 
to ashes and sent Mr. Moody to England as 
the world’s evangelist, it was only that he might 
return with a double portion of the spirit of in- 
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spiration, and in due time see another, which 
had been built in his absence and paid for in 
full, which in its turn was torn down by human 
hands to give place to the finest structure on 
earth for Young Men’s Christian Association 
work, enlarged—upwards—to meet the grow- 
ing needs of a great city. 

Our young man (who had given half of his 
first year’s salary to help build a church) in 
order to make the third Young 'Men’s Chris- 
tian Association building possible, gave the 
ground it occupies, which has kept on growing 
in value like the city and the association, until 
it has reached $750,000, thus making the last 
building possible with such a real estate basis 
for financing its erection; and with every pros- 
pect that within a quarter of a century or less 
it will be free from debt, and yield a princely 
income to carry on the work of educating young 
men in the building of character, that must help 
to mould society and the state under the influ- 
ence of “the inspiration of the Almighty 
Father,” instead of the “almighty dollar.” 

Another vital factor in the working out of 
these results was the building by our young man 
(or rather men, as T. W. Harvey was chairman 
of the building committee) of the great taber- 
nacle for Mr. Moody’s evangelistic meetings in 
Chicago, after it had been practically decided 
that it was impossible to raise the money. Cov- 
ering 180x190 feet, it was the basement and 
two stories of a business block (afterwards com- 
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pleted), and was built, equipped and turned over 
to the committee in sixty days. The revival 
of 1857-58 gave birth to the Chicago Young 
Men’s Christian Association, and the one that 
followed in 1876 in this tabernacele may be 
justly credited with all that has followed (since 
the great fire of 1871 left the association home- 
less and in debt), because one man’s spirit was 
inspired to do and dare what to human under- 
standing was impossible. 

Young man, there is nothing too great for 
you and the Lord Jesus to undertake in the 
line of making the world believe that there is 
something better in character building than in 
making business first and God’s Kingdom with- 
in you next. That program will never work 
as long as He sticks to His record, “Seek first 
the kingdom of God”; and so far as heard from 
since the first year A. D. to the present, He has 
never had to take back a single word spoken 
for the guidance of young men. Let Him rein- 
force your spirit with “the inspiration of the 
Almighty,” for the proper understanding of life 
work, and you will make no mistake that can- 
not be corrected before the balance sheet of 
human conduct is made up. 

Whosoever has turned his ear to the tele- 
phone of history and heard the mighty tread of 
the centuries which have produced the present, 
must have heard the individual voices of men 
and nations, issuing their imperial commands to 
coming generations (which have risen, phoenix- 
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like, from the ashes of the past) to build char- 
acter on higher and higher planes until even 
the infidel world pays homage to Jesus Christ 
as the Chief Corner Stone of every human tem- 
ple, worthy of man’s supremest regard, even 
trom the materialist. These voices all proclaim 
“the kingdom of God on earth,” and invite to 
loyal citizenship the high and low, rich and 
poor, young and old. But they speak in thunder 
tones to young men especially. We may not 
see Heaven opened, like John, and “a throne 
surrounded by a rainbow, and one like unto the 
Son of man sitting on the throne,” but we may 
be sure from what we have heard and seen that 
God reigns, and this is enough for us to deter- 
mine how we will build individually, that we 
may fit ourselves to join the great company of 
those who do His will on earth as the only 
passport into the Kingdom which John saw. 
The man who does the most, individually, is 
the one who inspires the doing of things by 
others, and thus multiplies himself a thousand- 
fold by starting influences upon other charac- 
ters, the continuity of which never ends. Take 
D. L. Moody as a present-day example of this 
fact and principle. The drumming of poor chil- 
dren into a Sunday school for others to teach 
led to the organization of one of the largest 
mission schools in Chicago, of which he was the 
superintendent. This led to Sunday schoo! con- 
ventions all over the United States to enlarge 
and utilize this work. This led again to the 
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organization of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association to marshal the graduating Sunday 
school scholars into active workers themselves ; 
and this last to the rise of Christian Endeavor 
societies in all the churches. And the first of 
these led Mr. Moody into evangelistic work, 
until more men and women heard the Gospel 
from his lips that from any other man’s who ever 
lived, and so millions of men have been influ- 
enced by his example to go about the business 
of doing things instead of talking of them in 
Christian work. 

Who shall say that the thousands of faithful 
Sunday school, Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion and Christian Endeavor workers in this and 
other lands do not owe in a larger sense than 
we are wont to acknowledge their very existence 
and power as such unto God, to the influences 
which that one godly man set in motion by the 
logic of his own energy and faithfulness, in 
doing what his hands found to do, from the very 
least thing he did to the greatest effort of 
his life? 

The night of the great Chicago fire found him 
in the Young Men’s Christian Association hall, 
preaching from Paul’s famous saying, “This one 
thing I do, forgetting those things which are 
behind, and reaching forth unto those things 
which are before, I press toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.” Ina few hours that hall and Chicago 
were in ashes. The past, including this mam- 
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moth conflagration, was his preparation for the 
future. , 

Our young man had seen and known him in 
all the up-grade of his early character building 
for God and humanity, that could be seen and 
known, from Sunday school to evangelistic 
work, and this baptism of Chicago with mate- 
rial fire seemed to be the John the Baptist to 
prepare the Lord’s way of using a willing in- 
strument to do His own work in wider fields. 
All barriers were burned away. The finest 
Young Men’s Christian Association building 
then in existence, which had been the apple of 
his eye, was only ashes. His Sunday school 
building and his own dwelling were no more, 
and amid this wreck of his hopes—humanly 
speaking—he informed our young man that he 
was going to England as an evangelist. “Was 
ever madness more mad?” thought he. “Was 
ever human wisdom filled with a diviner inspira- 
tion?” say the events that followed this one 
man’s decision when all seemed lost. God’s 
ways are not our ways until we make them so 
by getting under Christ’s easy yoke in dead 
earnest. 

It so happened that he had been invited to 
England by two of her godly men, who had 
come to know the spirit of this modern apostle, 
and when he found all hindrances burned away 
by God’s providence, that same providence had 
taken His two servants to Himself, of which 
Mr. Moody was ignorant until his arrival in 
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Liverpool. Thus he was made to lean on the 
Almighty Arm, rather than an arm of flesh, and 
he gathered all England to the work of his life 
with the Gospel trumpet, which took its cer- 
tain sound from that mighty conflagration 
which laid Chicago in ashes, and made it known 
to human sympathy in every part of the world. 

Young man, you may not be a Moody. The 
Lord has few such at present, but should not 
the inspiration of his life be a mighty lever to 
elevate yours to an up-grade movement that 
shall not end until with him you see the throne 
with the rainbow round about it, and you hear 
the King himself saying to you: “Inasmuch as 
ye have done it unto one of the least of these, 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” “Come, 
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world.” 

Let Him reign in your mortal body now, and 
you will reign with Him there forever, 
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V. 


TEMPTATION. 


meq TIE latest version of the Bible rule 
in running the race of a successful 
life was given by an ebony citizen in 
the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion noon prayer meeting, as follows “And 
the sin that so easily ‘upsets’ us.” The applause 
that followed indicated hearty approval of this 
newest revised version of a great principle in 
character building. 

Someone has said in reference to tempta- 
tions, “You cannot prevent birds from flying 
over your head, but you can from their build- 
ing nests in your hair.” The “upsetting” pow- 
er of the devil only resides in the “consenting” - 
power of the sinner. This consenting power in 
us is what constitutes the basis of virtue and 
vice, and (as God helps those that help them- 
selves), it is the principle which allies us with 
Almighty Power and stamps God’s image on 
the human soul, or the evil that destroys it, as 
we elect. If we must think and act as we do, 
as atheists assert, then we are merely intellec- 
tual animals, with none of the heritable possi- 
bilities of that higher rational life—spiritualism 
—which the greatest men of the century assert 
is man’s heritage from God, and which accounts 
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for his marvelous nineteenth century achieve- 
ments. 

Again, observation and experience both teach 
us that “upset” or “erect” character is the direct 
result of conscience and deliberate choice by a 
power within us, which makes for righteousness 
or sin—most emphatically—according as we in- 
dividually exercise it. 

Some time ago a very intelligent young man, 
by his own choice, was found in the apartments 
of a young woman in Hot Springs by her nat- 
ural protector, who demanded explanations, and 
the young man, in attempting to escape, was 
shot dead. The temptation to go there was not 
the sin, but the actual going was what “upset” 
every calculation for his life work, good or bad. 
This young man had actually been serving at 
my hotel on the very day he met his death, 
which reminded me of a temptation which came 
to our young man not long after he had left his 
home for a city life. Three friends (one of them 
over forty years of age) invited him to take a 
ride, which took them past one of those gilded 
vestibules of hell which infest a city. He was 
invited to enter, but the memory of his mother 
and the mother’s God, and the exercise of this 
power of choice, enabled him not only to re- 
fuse, but he had the satisfaction of seeing his 
example honored by his companions. 

Suppose, as a young man, full of life, he had 
yielded to this temptation, he might not have 
met his death from a gun full of buckshot, like 
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the one referred to, but this first temptation of 
this kind entered into might have been the first 
discharge of a full battery, more dangerous than 
buckshot, to the real man. That could only 
kill the house he lived in, but the other could 
destroy the tenant also, made in God’s image— 
not instantly, as in the other case, but by slow 
poison, taken for so-called pleasure. Then one 
more soldier would have fallen in the battle 
with sin, and history, now radiant in the church 
militant with light from Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association work, would in his case, have 
been strewn with moral darkness and death. 

In one of Mr. Moody’s meetings in the tab- 
ernacle, in 1876, he told me that it was his sad 
duty to talk with a young man about his soul, 
who, when pressed for a reason why he would 
not accept Christ, with brazen-faced depravity 
frankly acknowledged that he had an appoint- 
ment, in less than an hour, with a female of low 
character. Not Christ, but his own worst self 
demanded the price of his soul’s eternal salva- 
tion for a moment’s sin. Oh, how easily “up- 
set” and sold to the devil was his priceless 
character, for worse than nothing, will only be 
revealed to him when it will be too late to say 
“No.” Our young man, if he had not said “No” 
in time, might have been as base as that besot- 
ted youth instead of an instrument of warning 
to such men in life’s race. 

Young man, are you laying aside useless, if 
not sinful weights, and are you governor, when 


CORNER STONES OF CHARACTER 47 


actual base sin tempts you into forbidden fields 
of unlawful pleasure, so-called, in your battle 
with life’s stern duties and privileges? If so, 
it is well with both your soul and body. If not, 
sorrow will follow sin, as sure as night follows 
day, blacker than that ebony face which shone 
in the Association noon prayer meeting with 
“Lay aside the sin which so easily ‘upsets’ you.” 
Do it, my boy, and you will make the angels 
glad, as well as the good and tender Shepherd, 
while at the same time you will furnish a corner 
stone for character from your own indomitable 
will power, whereon your Father in Heaven will 
very soon (if not already done) enable you to 
place “the chief corner stone” that will sustain 
the whole superstructure of a happy and useful 
life. 

Joshua, as the leader of Israel, is only the 
synonym of all great men in leadership. Is God 
silent now when He wants leaders? Nay, ver- 
ily. 'istory and the Bible are volumes of the 
same library, and God is in both, revealing Him- 
self as our Father and our Leader. Joshua 
fought against great odds, but God and one 
obedient leader made Israel the forerunner of 
Christianity. I have come to look upon this 
strange story as a pictorial panorama in the 
facts of actual history representing the individ- 
ual conflict in every human spirit before enter- 
ing the land of the promises “great and pre- 
cious,” which makes every man who will “be 
strong and of a good courage” to fight sin in 
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himself in all forms, a “partaker of the divine 
nature,” and thus enables him to regain what 
Adam lost by ignoring his Maker’s orders. 

If so, who can be ashamed of Jesus Christ, 
and then hope to have success in building char- 
acter? Young man, it is your own individuality 
that Christ wants—by your own choice—in 
order to mould it into a power for good to your- 
self and others, that can only be measured by 
your opportunities for usefulness to your fel- 
low-men, one by one. Strength and courage 
to make this choice in the face of all the selfish 
Canaanitish foes, which rise up in your carnal 
nature to oppose the royal man within you, 
must come from God, the same as it came to 
Joshua. Do you want it? Listen to Him. “If 
ye shall ask anything in my name, I will do 
it.” “Ask and ye shall receive.” There is no 
mockery of our weakness in these great prom- 
ises—a thousand times, no! They are your 
divine warrant on the King Eternal to make 
you “strong and of a good courage,” as the 
prophecy of a great success in character build- 
ing in the face of difficulties that are insur- 
mountable without them. Make a sight draft 
on Him at once and see if it will not be honored. 

The greatest Teacher touched the keynote of 
a notable character when He said, “Blessed are 
the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” 

A pure body is the prophecy of a pure mind, 
and pure thoughts are the basis of a pure heart, 
out of which “are the issues of life.” If we are 
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faithless in the care of the lowest elements in 
building character, how can God entrust us 
with the “true riches” of the higher life? Speak- 
ing reverently, God cannot enter into partner- 
ship with us to perfect character and furnish 
all the capital, unless the first installment, the 
physical temple, is governed by us in accordance 
with His orders. 

Society can rise no higher than its integral 
parts, and when Christ taught His disciples to 
say “Our Father” in making their wants known, 
the family relations of men and women to one 
another were defined and dignified as they could 
have been in no other way. 

Every young man who expects to make life 
worth living must think of the pure woman who 
is to endow him with the name of father, as the 
morning star of his whole life, and thought of in 
that way, no woman will be less than sacred to 
his thinking. And then only can the high des- 
tiny involved in his creation by our Father in 
Heaven be fully realized. Therefore, every “thou 
shalt not” of the law governing those relations 
foreshadowed the possibility of disobedience in 
the first Adam, and the necessity of the second 
Adam to reinforce the first with power to obey 
every function of life, as well as to forgive and 
nullify the effects of previous disloyalty to God 
and one’s self. This leaves men and women 
alike without excuse if they degrade those rela- 
tions from the high and holy functions for 
which they were intended by infinite love and 
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infinite wisdom, and “Abba Father” can never 
be converted into the language of the heart by 
impenitent traitors to Him and _ themselves. 

If the young man, whose ignominious death 
was chronicled, had thought of that young wo- 
man as the coming mother of his children in- 
stead of as a victim of his lust, his history might 
have been one of light instead of thick darkness 
that can be felt. A brave clergyman, whose 
voice he had often heard in prayer, utilized his 
tragic taking off as the theme of a discourse for 
the benefit of the living. He had a full house, 
mostly of young men and young women, and 
pleaded with them to honor God’s laws of fam- 
ily life, as the only guarantee for the proper 
building of character in the individual, the so- 
ciety or the state. Said he, “No man has any 
right to offer to any woman whom he would 
make his wife any less purity of life than he 
expects of her as the mother of his children, 
and yet we all know that if this young man had 
escaped detection and the vengeance of a father, 
in protecting his own home, he would still have 
been received graciously into society, while his 
deceived and confiding victim would have been 
driven from its pale into a shameful and shame- 
less life, as her only means of receiving from 
men, so-called, the necessities of life.” 

It may be well that the mothers of our race 
are thus protected in the possession of maternal 
purity, but how much better for the race if the 
fathers had a like protection from the certainty 
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of a like punishment for similar infractions of 
God’s law for the creation and the preservation 
of human kind in pure family relations. 

Christ’s matchless beatitude, “They shall see 
God,” in all things, can only become a heritable 
possession by His own children, when purity of 
heart, loving to do right in the least obligations 
to His great family of men and women, shall be 
the controlling motive in the conduct of life, 
toward the weak and defenseless as well as the 
strong who protect themselves. We often hear 
of stern fathers casting out recklessly immoral 
sons and daughters, so that they cannot even 
see their faces. Can the holy God and Father 
of our spirits, which are endowed to make the 
decisons for good or evil that form character, 
be less exacting, and maintain even the sem- 
blance of moral government over those spirits? 
“The still, small voice” of the All Father can- 
not be heard by such, calling them into His 
presence chamber to say to them, “A new com- 
mandment give I unto you, that ye love one an- 
other.” This only will transform character. 
They have filled their ears with the siren song 
of death, angelic to the sense of the sinner, but 
to the pure in heart only the wailing of the 
damned—and with no love in it as interpreted 
by results. 

Our Saviour’s first miracle was to make wine 
(the emblem of joy) at a marriage ceremony, 
and send it to the governor of the feast as if 
to say, “My first creative act for men must be 


52 CORNER STONES OF CHARACTER 


to put them all in remembrance of the crown- 
ing work of God the Father in finishing the 
universe of worlds with one man and one wo- 
man, made in His own image, and the com- 
mand to them, ‘Multiply and fill the earth.’ ” 
The tremendous importance to all young men 
of intelligent thought and action on the sub- 
ject of this partnership with the Creator in fill- 
ing the world with intelligent and morally con- 
scious life, is my only excuse for using a tragic 
incident to reinforce what has been before re- 
ferred to as the chief corner stone of the physi- 
cal nature, which is the logical forerunner of the 
intellectual and moral man. 

Young man, can you safely ignore Christ’s 
teachings and the evidence furnished by the 
facts I have given you on this subject, and ever 
hope to be the ancestor of men who will be 
proud to see your namé on the roll of honor, as 
a partner of His in creating and redeeming man- 
kind? If not, you may well thank anyone who 
has the courage to say, “Thou are the man,” 
before impure thought has made an impure 
heart, and an impure heart has blinded your 
eyes to the first truth which should begin your 
work as a character builder in loving partner- 
ship with “Our Father which art in heaven.” 
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VI. 
GOOD BOOKS. 


HE requirements of Christian work may 
often oblige us to come in contact 
with vice in the interests of reform, 
but we need not go into the company 

of even questionable character in the choice of 
our books. Here is a domain as rich as God’s 
treasury, upon which to draw our checks for 
moral and intellectual growth. It is also so full 
of the devil’s “upsetting” power in character 
building that young men should know before 
they open their intellectual doors to them, 
which class any book belongs to. We may in 
so doing “think God’s thoughts after Him,” as 
well as the best of men’s; or revel in the 
machinations of the “father of all” lies from the 
laboratory of human intellects used for that 
purpose. 

We have had an object lesson in the United 
States court of a man, so-called, using the press 
to advertise the worst of books as well as the 
worst of characters in human form, as com- 
panions for young men, especially, and the court 
characterized both as “worse than the germs 
of smallpox or yellow fever,” and sentenced 
the offender to serve a term in state’s prison and 
to pay a fine of $2,000. We may well thank 
God that this prosecution and sentence were 
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made possible by the power of Christian civili- 
zation. Before the Christian era, such work 
would have had the sanction even of intellectual 
culture, if not legislation. 

“Of the making of books there is no end,” is 
truer now than in Solomon’s time, making it 
more important than ever that their character 
be known before taking them into our confi- 
dence as friends. 

A good test of the merits of a book on any 
given subject is the length of time that it has 
held the first place in literature on that subject. 
Time is too precious to waste on second and 
third-rate books, however cheap they may be. 
It is worse than associating with men with no 
positive opinions of their own and very few bor- 
rowed from better men. 

This generation has the advantage of all that 
have gone before, in that it has the valuable con- 
crete works of all that have preceded it, as well 
as its own, to utilize in the building of charac- 
ter; therefore, if we have but few men—or none 
—to measure up to Caesar in war, law and 
politics, Augustine in theology, or Socrates and 
Plato in philosophy, it must be apparent that 
we have not utilized the best authors of the past 
in our thinking, or that there has been a down- 
grade in the makeup of the whole man, since 
Greece and Rome set the pace of man’s capac- 
ities in the line of intellectual culture and of 
organized power. Men of science have dis- 
covered and harnessed more of nature’s forces 
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to the car of material progress in the past fifty 
years than all other generations of men, and 
applied Christianity in the same time has pro- 
duced a galaxy of correlated stars of the first 
magnitude, which, in large measure, accounts 
for the former, if so be that God is in the 
evolution of human history; for both were 
necessary to produce the realized results of 
present-day civilization. 

The fruit of the printing press in making 
text books attainable by all was the conducting 
wire of this nineteenth century lightning, which 
made it possible for each one who wills to be- 
come great by absorbing God’s thoughts made 
visible to our intellects through all great men, 
inspired with His thoughts in working for man- 
kind. 

Time actually wasted by young men, if sys- 
tematically set apart for mastering the best 
authors on the subjects that make up the staples 
of human knowledge, would, in one generation, 
revolutionize society as to acquired and applied 
knowledge. 

The individuality of the Jews, Greeks and 
Romans in religion, mental culture and organ- 
ized power opened the door for Christian re- 
ligion to travel over Roman roads, through 
Greek culture, to the ends of the earth—a mar- 
vel of human achievement. What was open to 
Paul then seems only a panoramic picture of 
what organized Christianity may now do with 
present-day opportunities and appliances. 
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Young man, behold in the- Young Men’s 
Christian Association of today, in the light of 
what it has done in fifty years, the prophecy of 
the future in which individuality of the highest 
grade, organized for work among young men, 
nay, in every deed, will give the Gospel to the 
ends of the earth. 

L. D. Wishard, the first college secretary for 
the United States, has been twice around the 
world, as the forerunner of that work. When 
asked the question of the ages, “Watchman, 
what of the night?” by the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association, he returned the answer, “The 
morning cometh.” Our young man was one of 
a few who made his commission to colleges 
possible, and this opened the door to his bishop- 
ric of the world, and these facts cail on you to 
do your part in this work. 

Eyes and ears are the camera to photograph 
permanent pictures on the sensitive plates of 
the mind for active life, and you are the respon- 
sible operator. 

See to it that no impure picture occupies any 
space in God’s gallery of soul paintings, to make 
it the devil’s inferno of vice for memory’s book 
of life. If you do, death’s skull and bones will 
end your career here and hereafter in pictures 
transformed into character facts, as fixed as 
the fixed stars. 
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Vil. 
COMMON SENSE. 


T is generally conceded that anyone en- 

dowed with this very common name for 

an uncommon foresight into the domain 

of cause and effect, is a member of a club 
not noted for its large numbers. No matter 
what his calling is, his services are always in 
great demand; hence, all young men in search 
of fame ‘should set their intellectual nets to 
catch that kind of fish for brain food. Fifty 
years ago (not recently) I heard an alderman of 
this great city make this remark as to its rapid 
growth, “If my foresight—ten years ago—had 
been as good as my present hindsight, I might 
have been a very rich man.” 

This is something we cannot weigh on hay 
scales and buy by the ton at a discount for cash, 
but it will tell us how to raise hay at the least 
cost, how to make the best scales to weigh it, 
by the same rule, and when and how to sell it 
for the best price, for money that one can carry 
in his pocket over night without finding it worth 
less than its face for investment in gilt-edge 
securities the next day. How are young men 
to find their way into the Common Sense Club? 

This is the great question of this volcanic age 
of electrical eruptions in material progress. In_ 
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one sense a man must be born into it. That 
is the first stage—a sound body and a sound 
mind in embryo, ready for a second birth from 
the womb of honest work into some chosen 
and appropriate calling for which his first birth 
and his student life have given him the neces- 
sary preparation. 

A doctor for setting broken bones is usually 
born that way, and the second birth from work 
just gives him his diploma to designate his fit- 
ness for it, and that is all. 

The same may be said, in a sense, of the 
doctor of divinity, whose business it is to mend 
broken hearts by still another new birth, which 
makes him a spiritual brother to Jesus Christ, 
and a working partner of His in mending and 
saving the whole man. One of the rules of the 
Common Sense Club is that these doctors must 
give most of their time and talents to their 
own special work. 

The bone-setter might make a poor preacher, 
and the preacher would be sure to make a poor 
surgeon; hence they become life members of 
the club by being glued to their own work so 
fast that they have no time to think of mak- 
ing a name and a fortune by betting on the 
future price of stocks or grain—the present-day 
game for “respectable” gambling—and if they 
were to be tempted by seeing Tom Jones’ house 
on the Drive built from money taken from some- 
one else in that way, without any value re- 
ceived by his willing victim, they would honor 
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their membership in the club of Common Sense 
by remarking to themselves that taking an- 
other man’s money without any consideration 
was only a polite way of committing murder. 
One fool takes his own life because another 
fool has taken his money without adequate 
compensation. 

The obituary notices of the past year have 
embraced several such cases, and the coroner, 
in mercy to the murderer, gave his verdict— 
“Died for want of normal brain action,” or 
“common sense.” Tom Jones’ fine house is 
only a “steerer” for a “poker den” of another 
kind, which is not allowed to keep its sign up, 
because it pretends and even makes people 
believe that it is in an honorable business. 

The trading of jack-knives among the mem- 
bers of the same family, having no other em- 
ployment, would soon necessitate the sale of 
all its stock in trade for bread, and then would 
come starvation. Gambling of any kind would 
make a like history, if all men made a business 
of it. 

Paul said, “If any man will not work, neither 
shall he eat”—the same riot act that God read 
to Adam after eating the apple he had not 
earned. 

The initiation fee for membership in the Com- 
mon Sense Club, let us reiterate, is hereditary. 
The annual dues come from, we say again, 
honest labor on this raw material from God’s 
laboratory, in a calling that gives and takes 
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value received with a little profit to both parties 
in every transaction in business, which involves 
intellectual and physical effort in the game of 
life, for it is not one of chance, but of Prov- 
idence, in which we with God are co-workers, 
as well as with our fellow-men, for each other, 
not self alone. 

It is also a Predestination Club in that sense, 
and so each member should take a gun with 
him, and be able to prove his club’s doctrine 
to the infidel who may ask him, as one did a 
young man on his way to fight the Indians, 
“Why do you take a gun with you? For if you 
are predestined to be killed by an Indian, you 
will not need it.’ The young man replied, 
“Because, if the Indian is predestinated to be 
killed, I shall need my gun.” 

Young man, to get common sense and keep 
it, you must choose the best of everything with- 
in your reach and reject the bad from A to Z 
in the catalogue of objective human acquire- 
ments, because we must reap what we sow. 
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VII. 


FAITH. 


OTHING else will take the place of this 
as one of the chief corner stones of 
character. 

What are we if we are not God’s 
children? And if we cannot have faith in our 
Father in Heaven, where can we put our trust 
for the work of life? It seems as though men 
generally trusted in everything else first, in- 
stead of the promise, power and purpose of 
God to fill all the wants of that complicated 
physical, mental and spiritual machinery called 
human nature; and that, too, in the teeth of all 
past experience against it. Trusting yourself 
and leaving God out of the problems of life, con- 
stitutes the basis of most men’s architectural 
work, in the mental and moral character build- 
ing which makes up our life. The foundation 
is sand until the Rock of Ages is set under it 
in a man’s faith, Why? Because if the struc- 
ture is to get above the clouds into the clear, 
eternal sunshine, sand will not sustain it. It may 
do temporarily for the man who says, “Death 
ends all,” but when he at last sees the sands of 
time slipping from beneath his structure, in the 
last earthly storm, which death really is, and 
he has to leave all that he has made on earth, 
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where he found it, in bitterness of soul he can 
only exclaim, “Surely, life is not worth living.” 

He was a beggar to begin life with, and with 
countless millions hoarded he leaves it and life, 
only as he began—a beggar—because he has 
missed in his accumulations to take God into 
company with him, to direct his investments of 
time, money and influence, so that results to 
him might live forever. All life that wishes to 
live forever, and enjoy it, too, must “have such 
faith in God” as will keep it within the law and 
the Gospel, which God, as a Father, has re- 
vealed to us for that very purpose. 

In the apparent failure of all other faiths to 
give life its true significance, we should draw 
sufficient reasons to accept this, because that 
does it, in the universal language of love so 
great, that God himself became man that He 
might talk to us in our own language, and 
work for and with us to the music of that 
same love which makes us one with Him, even 
here, and so the mysteries of life and of death’s 
shadow are solved by a chemistry that we can 
understand, because it touches us at all points 
of the compass with love, and makes the sea 
of existence navigable, which before was all 
rocks and storms, without any sun or stars over- 
head and the poor mariner out on it without 
chart or compass. 

We have faith in the sun’s existence, because 
we have seen it. And no fog, however dense, 
can displace the sun in our thought, though it 
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may cast a veil over its luminous face for a 
time. 

So faith in God in our thought and action 
should be supreme—fog or no fog. Looking 
up and working up, not down, is our business. 
Only so can God help us to get above the fog 
into the clear sunlight of His love and favor. 
Our individuality must assert itself before God 
can reveal himself as our Co-partner in the 
work of life. Joshua was powerless until he 
recognized “the angel with the drawn sword,” 
as Commander-in-Chief, and himself only a 
lieutenant in leading Israel into the promised 
land. 

It was our Leader—Jesus—who said to us, 
“Have faith in God.” He never made a mis- 
take in giving orders. We must choose Him 
or self. If self wins, then Satan will capture 
the stronghold of man’s soul for himself, and 
his only aim is our destruction. I learned from 
our young man that among his first efforts 
which required “faith in God” of no ordinary 
character were weekly visits to the bridewell 
for Gospel services, the highway and hedge 
work requiring more of it than any other. 

He found there the son of a rich neighbor 
of his boyhood days, utterly ruined by the temp- 
tations which Satan uses to upset the best cal- 
culations of men made in their own strength. 
This incident must have been a powerful lever 
to increase his interest in young men of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association. He also 
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found the son of an Irish lord in the bridewell 
suffering with the delirium tremens, and while 
there he accepted Christ, and for the time-being 
he found a place in the employ of this young 
man, and became a useful Christian man. His 
extremity was God’s opportunity to make a 
man of him by using one who, a short time be- 
fore, was content to receive and not give the 
bread of life. Some time after the breaking out 
of the war this man came to his bridewell 
friend, so changed in appearance that he scarce- 
ly knew him. He had worked his way out of 
the Confederacy with quite a sum earned on 
public works, and wished to visit the bridewell 
and tell the prisoners how he had exchanged 
the delirium tremens for a sound mind, sin for 
righteousness, and poverty for enough for all 
his needs—and to spare. 

Young man, is there for you no place to work 
among your friends? If not, hear the Master’s 
call, “Go out into the highways and hedges 
and compel them to come in, that my house 
may be filled.” 

Bishop Ames once went with our young man 
to this bridewell work, to encourage him in it. 
But a greater man than the bishop has said, 
“Lo, I am with you always,” and while under 
His easy yoke no one has ever tried to impeach 
that promise. 
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Xe 
CONSECRATION. 


HE history of modern-day evangelistic 

work cannot be written correctly with- 

out introducing to the reader Mr. D. 

L. Moody, as the founder of the North 

Market Hall Mission Sunday School, now en- 

sconced in one of the largest and best equipped 

churches in Chicago, and still doing a grand 

work. The Chicago Avenue Church, Sunday 

School and Bible Institute are all lineal de- 

scendants of North Market Hall Mission Sun- 

day School, to which Mr. Moody gave himself 

with a consecration born of the remark made in 

his presence, viz.: “This world has yet to see 

what one man wholly consecrated to God can 

do”; to which he replied, “Then I will be that 
man.” 

At least this is what reliable tradition has 
handed down to us, as one of the corner stones 
in his Christian character building, which has 
received through the ensuing years many more 
remarkable additions in practical Christian in- 
stitutions at Northfield, with “himself” built 
into them in such a way as to stay, and to 
utter Gospel hallelujahs long after his voice 
has been changed from a temporal to an eternal 
harmony with all the redeemed who are saying, 
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“Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in His own blood, and hath made us 
kings and priests unto God and His Father, 
to Him be glory and dominion forever and 
ever.” 

Great oaks from little acorns grow, because 
the potency of a life with God in it has given 
them possibilities of which Mr. Moody and his 
humble mission Sunday school are but exam- 
ples. They reveal in miniature what will happen 
when this ‘consecration shall sieze upon God’s 
people, rich and poor alike, to work with God 
for the redemption of the race. Many rem- 
iniscences come running to my mind in thinking 
of the birth and growth of this pioneer mission 
Sunday school for the poor. 

One is the opposition it met with from timid 
pastors and laymen on the North Side, who 
thought that the strength it would draw from 
them in teachers would cripple their work, but 
this feeling ali vanished when the spirit of such 
a consecration to such a work returned to bless 
the churches from which those teachers were 
drawn. Sunday school work all over the North- 
west took a new departure from the time that 
Mr. Moody took up mission Sunday school 
work. Town, county and state conventions 
were held all over the state, at one of which, 
in Geneva, Ill., Mr. Moody was elected chair- 
man, and a good Congregational brother re- 
marked, “Well, they have put up that Meth- 
odist for chairman.” Never before did the 


CORNER STONES OF CHARACTER 67 


Methodist get such a compliment, and never 
was any human being wider of the mark in 
estimating character, for sectarianism in Mr. 
Moody had no place. 

About the time that the school filled North 
Market Hall to overflowing, Mr. Lincoln was 
elected president, and when he came to Chi- 
cago by invitation he visited it, on condition 
that he was not to be asked to make a speech, 
but just before he left, the superintendent stated 
this condition to the school with the remark that 
if Mr. Lincoln wished to say a word to them 
they had better listen very attentively. He did, 
and made one of the best five-minute Sunday 
school talks I ever heard. Soon after he called 
for 75,000 troops to put down the rebellion, and 
seventy-five of those boys, not yet twenty years 
old, listened to the call, and many of them laid 
down their lives in the service of Mr. Lincoln 
and their country. 

What has followed since in Young Men’s 
Christian Association work and _ evangelistic 
mission work in Europe and America may also 
be reckoned as the outgrowth of this one mis- 
sion Sunday school with a “wholly consecrated” 
man at its head, being thus prepared by the 
Master of the world’s vineyard. 
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Xx. 
HONEST PURPOSE, 


O young man can build character with- 
out innate force to embody in acts 
the courage of his convictions. This 
trait creates enthusiasm, before which 

mountains of difficulty become a plain. Given 
an honest purpose to help others while helping 
oneself, as a ruling motive in elaborating and 
executing life’s plans, and the possessor of 
these factors, united with average ability, will 
always distance the greatest genius, who trusts. 
in that alone for success. Therefore, the ruling 
force in making a young man’s life a success 
should unite in itself all the elements of a young 
man from top to toe. He may be likened to 
a locomotive with its various parts, fired up and 
with a competent engineer to direct its marvel- 
ous power to a definite purpose. 

Such a man “gets there” on the air line track 
at sixty miles an hour, and apparently without 
extra effort, and is a prophesy of the highest 
type of character which can proceed alone from 
a new life. This is the gift of God through 
Christ, and was not known to Caesars nor Na- 
poleons. This alone makes the eleventh com- 
mandment given by Christ to His disciples a~ 
possibility, viz.: “That ye love one another as 
I have loved you.” 
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Redeemed and electrified by this new life and 
new love, every Christian stands in awe before 
this spiritual pyramid among the command- 
ments. As mists before the morning sun, the 
other ten vanish out of sight like stars much 
needed in the night time of broken law, but 
blotted out by the noonday sun of righteous- 
ness. Everyone so born is a law unto himself. 

“Himself” installed in the heart’s citadel of 
life, leaves no room for unclean furniture, and 
so the great apostle could say truly, after his 
interview with Christ, “Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do?” “I can do all things through 
Christ who strengtheneth me.” 

Oh, wonder of wonders! This change in 
character and life comes after simple repen- 
tance of sin and a God-given faith in the ex- 
ceeding great and precious promises (of God) 
by which we are made partakers of the divine 
nature. This makes it possible to “add to” 
such faith all the Christian graces which in 
action work out our own salvation, while “It 
is God that worketh in us to will and to do of 
His own good pleasure.” 

Can it be that a poor sinner has such a birth- 
right and heritage on such easy terms? God 
says so, and who will dare make God a liar 
by denying His word against the great crowd 
of witnesses from Calvary to Chicago, which 
have stood up in every kind of trial, and even 
in the face of death itself, to assert its God- 
like verity in the life and death of redeemed 
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men? Let such a one be anathema, by his own 
deed, as was Adam. 

Reader, have you thus deliberately sold this 
birthright and heritage from your Father in 
Heaven for a “mess of pottage?” If so, Esau 
is your name, and only your Elder Brother, 
Jesus Christ, has bought the right to your re-. 
demption and reconciliation, and His very name 
is salvation—even for you—for so said the angel 
(Matthew (1:21), “Thou shalt call his name 
Jesus, for he shall save his people from their 
sins.” How can you escape condemnation if 
you neglect so great salvation? Come then to 
Him with this plea: 

“Just as I am without one plea, 

But that Thy blood was shed for me, 

And that Thou bidst me come to Thee, 
O, Lamb of God, I come, I come.” 

And to be a King’s son before you lay down 
this book, 
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AL. 


PRAYER: 


FTER faith in God has been built into 
individual character, prayer becomes 
the very vital breath of that new life. 
Notice how Christ put into a lesson 

in His teaching, about prayer, “Thy kingdom 
come on earth as it is in heaven.” This indi- 
cates how human society is to be perfected in 
answer to prayer in what follows that first pe- 
tition, as the direct outline of it. Would He 
teach impossibilities ? 

Certainly not. It is only the individual him- 
self that makes that Kingdom impossible on 
earth for which He taught us to pray. Notice 
His example as a man. Long nights preceding 
His great works found Him in the mountains 
in prayer, and His last recorded prayer in the 
seventeenth of John tells how His Kingdom is 
to come on earth, viz: “By all being one even as 
‘we are’ one.” We cannot escape the responsi- 
bility of sectarian strife as a hindrance, as long 
as that unanswered prayer is a part of our reve- 
lation of His will in ourselves. 

The Young Men’s Christian Association is 
today the most patent and visible protest against 
it; and the young men of the next generation, 
if its possibilities are properly cultivated, will 
demonstrate that God’s people are one, despite 
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the devil’s work to prove it impossible. Every 
Christian young man should be an active mem- 
ber of such an organization in order not only 
to benefit the particular church to which he be- 
longs, but to bless the world with visible unity. 

And let us all remember that we cannot hon- 
estly say, “Thy kingdom come on earth,” until 
we have by divine help answered, so far as we 
can, prayer for an individuality in it that shall 
be consistent therewith. “If ye have not the 
spirit of Christ ye are none of his” is a tremen- 
dous truth, and strikes at the root of all Christ- 
less dissensions. He chose twelve very dissimi- 
lar individual characters as disciples, as if to say 
to us, “Look at my chosen ambassadors, how 
different they are, humanly speaking, but Pente- 
cost united all their powers of mind and heart 
into one solid, compact church, as a sample of 
what it should be in all ages.” We cannot 
escape the logic of His teaching in the choice 
of men to be His representatives on earth. 

He had, however, to make one special call 
from His throne on high to incorporate a 
learned and trained intellect into that group of 
world converters, and Paul’s first prayer was, 
“Lord, what wilt thou have me do?” Is not 
this prayer the keystone of the arch in all 
church character building? Individual responsi- 
bility shone out in every word of it. And the 
result was that he did more than all others in 
his day to make it world-wide, although he was 
once a bigoted Pharisee, making martyrs of 
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such men as Stephen, until called to his world- 
wide work. He was a Jewish persecutor of 
Christ before he heard his Lord’s call from 
sectarianism, into unity with the Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost, for the conversion of the 
world. 

Notice the reason which Christ gives for all 
being one “that the world may believe that 
thou hast sent me.” It is in the crucifixion of 
the Marathon of sectarianism, that Christ would 
unfold to us in His last recorded prayer, the 
result of our answering it. 

Is there not plenty of unbelief in the world 
now?’ God, our Father, wants us to do our part 
to replace it with faith in God, represented in 
true prayer and faithful work. In connection 
with this subject allow me to give an incident 
in the life of our young man, about to start on 
a journey after reading the gist Psalm, wherein 
the providence of God was so graphically por- 
trayed that he was led to thank God for it, and 
looked to Him for protection. 

He engaged a berth in a sleeping car—the 
only one left—while desiring one in another car, 
and with the promise that if anyone should fail 
to come who had taken a berth in it he should 
have it. One man did fail to come, he ex- 
changed cars, and within an hour the other car, 
in a fearful accident, was made a watery grave 
for everyone in it, and “Thou shall not be afraid 
for the terror by night,” has ever since had a 
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solemn meaning to him in the voice of answered 
prayer. 

Young man, did you ever yourself ask for 
something without any desire for it whatever, 
or any expectation of ever getting it? If so, 
did you get it? 

Since desire, uttered or unexpressed for 
something we really want and expect to get, is 
the genius of successful prayer, hear the Master 
speaking to one who came to Him with a doubt 
in his request. 

“Tf thou canst believe, all things are possible 
to him that believeth.” 

He then added to his prayer, “help thou mine 
unbelief,” and went away with his prayer 
answered. Go thou and do likewise if there is 
an “if” in your pravers, and while doing it, re- 
member that Christ’s most prominent example 
in His own life, which we should follow, was 
that of prayer—often all night—and always be- 
fore any great work of His was taken up to be 
recorded with His teachings, as the basis for 
our faith in Him. “Lord, teach us to pray.” 
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ALT. 


JESUS CHRIST THEtCHIEF’ CORNER 
STONEY 


T goes without saying that for nineteen cen- 
turies “the Son of man,” the Hero of all 
ages, “in all points tempted like as we are,” 
yet without sin, is, in His life and teach- 

ings, “the Chief Corner Stone” in all character 
that will live forever. The panorama of human 
history too sadly attests the melancholy fact 
that every other basis has been worse than 
shifting sand, ind has produced no characters 
which can be worshipped in the temple of a love 
born of God. God is personified in action the 
most supreme, when He willingly left Heaven 
itself and all that Heaven implies, to impart His 
own character to sinful men by personal con- 
tact: Well might the angels sing at His birth— 
“Glory to God in* the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will to men.” 

How did He begin His ministerial life in exe- 
cution of that promise? By healing the bodies of 
men to reach their intellects with faith in him- 
self. His preparation for that initial work was 
His temptation in the wilderness, as a man, 
which culminated in “Get thee behind me, Sa- 
tan.” His invitation to the humble fishermen to 
follow Him to be fishers of men, followed this 
experience with Satan. 
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Peter’s experience would indicate that he had 
to follow Him in the temptations of Satan be- 
fore he was prepared for his work by finding 
out that Peter alone was useless, while Peter 
with the Spirit’s power, making him a new 
creature in Christ Jesus, completed his prepara- 
tion to preach to His Lord’s murderers without 
fear. Without this power he denied that he 
had ever known Jesus. We need refining before 
God can use us, the same as silver ore from the 
mine, before it is fit for use as money. 

The refiner of silver, we are told, places the 
base metal in the refining pot over a regulated 
fire, which is kept at the required intensity of 
heat to separate the dross from the metal. As 
it rises to the top the dross is removed, until he 
can see his own face in the pure silver. This is 
the evidence that the light refuse matter has 
been all separated from the real silver, which is 
then fit for its best use. In every calling to 
which men give their whole ambition in order to 
reach the best results, they must go through the 
refining pot of trial, so to speak, before they 
can make statues for a triumphal column. 
Nothing succeeds like success, and that is the 
goal we are all reaching out for. 

We must begin at the end, if we would really 
reach that end. That is, we must first define in 
our minds what a successful career is, in order 
to stand the hot fire of furnace trials. To ac- 
cumulate a hundred millions might be a stu- 
pendous failure or a real success, just as the 
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moral vision is trained to look on this life 
monument called success. What is a triumph in 
the best sense of the word? What is a business 
triumph, such as we are to strive for with honor 
to ourselves? When its true and faithful photo- 
graph finds a place in our mental vision we will 
be ready for the trials which must precede tri- 
umphal honors. 

A miser’s or a nobleman’s purpose is what 
makes one’s life a success or a failure. 

In the mad reach for riches and position 
without honor, so many have apparently suc- 
ceeded, that perhaps the first trial that presents 
itself to each new aspirant for an honorable 
position may be with the conscience in con- 
vincing oneself that “Honesty is the best 
policy,” under all circumstances. 

When this question is settled properly, not to 
be discussed or thought of again, the corner 
stone of the greatest real success has been laid. 

True, it may be annoying for such an aspir- 
ant for honestly acquired honors to see Messrs. 
Wheat, Corners & Co. roll up tens of millions 
of money in less months or weeks of time than 

he has taken hours to decide a question of con- 
~ science in its application to life’s activities; but 
he will not have the reflection that thousands 
have been made poorer by his accumulations, 
that mouths will have less to eat because of 
his bank account, or some unsuspecting hand 
will have been shorn by his long financial shears 
put together for selfish ends and aims. 
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The next trial which will wear the hardest on 
a sensitive mind may be that his Puritan busi- 
ness principles are sneered at by men from 
whom appreciative praise was expected, and a 
change of place becomes necessary to maintain 
robust self respect. 

This done, the making of the first thousand 
dollars out of honest toil to make oneself neces- 
sary to the business in hand, takes the man 
through the most of his trials, and that thou- 
sand dollars—so earned—makes the broad and 
sure foundation of a name and fortune, that in 
the making will find a thousand ways to shed 
the fruits of beneficence upon thousands who 
need human help and sympathy. 
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XI. 


SIN. 


HAVE always sympathized with the Irish- 
man, who, when he for the first time heard 
that the Jews crucified the Christ, went out 
and thrashed the first Jew that he met on 

the street, and when asked why, replied, “You 
crucified my Saviour.” 

“Oh, that was two thousand years ago,” said 
the Jew. 

The Irishman replied, “Suppose it was; I 
only heard of it today.” 

Moral: We must not look at the man before 
us, and condemn him when we hear of a great 
sinner for the first time, but rather at the en- 
vironment of sin from which he was evolved for 
more than two thousand years. That is the 
hateful thing. God loved the prodigal son but 
not the sin which made him a prodigal in his 
character. He was not a prodigal when he left 
his father’s house. 

He was only the “probable” son of the devil, 
when he commenced to spend his father’s 
patrimony and heritage in riotous living, upon 
the invitation of the same old serpent who said 
to him (as to Eve) that the knowledge of evil 
was what made a man like unto God. 

To look upon the apple and say “No” to the 
eating invitation, would not give him a gradu- 
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ate’s diploma from the devil’s alma mater of a 
sinful education. So to be at his best he must 
pluck and eat the pleasant looking fruit most 
agreeabie to the evanescent sowing time taste, 
but oh! how bitter the reaping time taste, which 
must come to every sower to the appetites of 
the flesh—even here—as the earnest of what the 
full crop will be, where there is no power to 
change results of human action. 

Let us look at Nero as the prodigal son who 
drained to its dregs the cup of sin—as an illus- 
tration of its power. With a powerful physical 
and mental constitution, and no moral cement 
to unite them in action, but with the Roman 
empire to play with; and with all the fruit of 
the Tree of the Knowledge of Evil offered to. 
him, that the devil himself presented to Jesus 
Christ in the wilderness (“the kingdoms of this. 
world and the glory of them”), he bowed the 
knee to that old serpent, and that worship 
brought forth sin. Then, the catacombs of 
Rome, by his orders, were filled with Chris- 
tians to be food for wild beasts after fighting 
them, just to make an evening’s entertainment 
for this monster. Peter and Paul had the honor 
of being crucified by this son of Satan, as their 
master was by Augustus. After burning Rome 
to the music of his fiddle, and charging that 
crime to Christian love, he had to flee from this 
smoke of his own making to hide from the fury 
of his own subjects. Then, to save himself 
from capture when his cup of sin was full, he 
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used Seneca’s prescription of blood-letting to 
rid the world of a “life not worth living,’ even 
with all “the kingdoms of this world” at his 
feet ; and tradition telis us that a Christian slave 
converted through Paul’s ministry, was the only 
one who dared to bury him in his own grounds. 

Reader, this is a true picture so far as we can 
see, of the results of the sin of one man in this 
world. 

You may not be a Nero, but you can crucify 
Jesus Christ as certainly as the Jews did, though 
you would not join the Irishman to chastise that 
Jew with whom we began this picture. 

To say “Lord, Lord, Lord,” with only a men- 
tal worship, cannot change the heart into a real 
worshipper of the Son of God. In the school of 
Christ the degree of highest honor is B. A— 
Born Again—(John, 3rd chapter, verses I-16.) 
All that precedes it in the law of Moses comes 
in the freshman class. 
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ALY. 
AGNOSTICISM. 


ERE we have a corner stone for char- 
acter building as old as the first 
Adam, but not until quite lately has 
it taken a new name. 

A name then, really meant the nature when 
applied to men, and even Jesus, the second 
Adam, was so called of the angel “Jesus” 
(Saviour) because, “He shall save his people 
from their sins.” Salvation in the concrete as 
well as the abstract for the whole man, was 
what was needed by men when Christ came, and, 
therefore, that was His name. Adam, the first, 
was the first agnostic in search of knowledge 
about God’s Word by the invitation of the devil. 
It was delivered by the most effective of ambas- 
sadors, a beautiful woman, and that woman his 
wife, and to his sorrow and ours, he found out 
that God’s Word was not like man’s word, on 
occasions unreliable, but really meant just what 
it said, without any discount. So far he was an 
agnostic no longer on that particular phase of 
God’s character, and thus he earned his name 
by his act, “A-dam”—a curse with a large A. 
And his wife, taken from him, inherited her 
name,‘‘Eve-il,” but with perhaps the last syllable 
left off, because she was really to be the mother 
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of Jesus—salvation from Adam’s sin—in one of 
her daughters. 

We have begun thus early in the history of 
mankind to find the origin of agnosticism in the 
race, in order to establish the basic truth, that 
doubting God and His Word by His children 
was then as now the corner stone of a character 
that has not (as a child), the good sense to be- 
lieve its Father’s word to the point of obedience. 
So a very child says to its Father, “I don’t know 
you in your grand book written in suns and 
stars, nor in the green earth clothed in all the 
colors of the rainbow, neither do I know you as 
revealed in the other book called the Bible, nor 
in Jesus, your assumed living representative on 
earth, as the son of a woman. I am an agnostic 
—I AM. I am the great I AM. I cannot see 
anyone so great as myself. I am a self-made 
man worshiping myself.” 

A man who thus makes himself his own god, 
after taking one good look at the starry 
heavens, must needs use a microscope to find 
himself, 

How are men known in this world if not by 
their thoughts transplanted into deeds, or crea- 
tions visible to other men? With this key of 
knowledge in our hands translated into human 
history, we find the first son of the first ag- 
nostic man and woman to be a murderer, and 
soon after when greatly multiplied, that God 
was not in all their thoughts and that their 
wickedness was very great. As the progenitors 
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of the first agnostic in search of truth, they 
were the devii’s scholars, and as this is the Bibli- 
cal and secular history of their descendants as 
the result of doubting God and His Word, we 
need not go back of our own days to ascertain 
what kind of character agnosticism creates ; it is 
visible all around us. Go to the county jail, 
state prison, the dance house, the saloon, and 
the gambling hell, and take all-around photo- 
graphs of the inmates, in search of this likeness 
of God in their thoughts, their words or their 
deeds, and what is the result? Agnostics all. 
God is not in all their thoughts. How can such 
men know Him, whose very name is “Love”? 

Go into the marts of trade, into the halls of 
learning where the very creations of God are 
turned into food for material and intellectual 
selfishness—take your photographs, put them 
under the electric light of God’s Word, and 
what do you see—a higher grade of agnostics, 
claiming for themselves greater condemnation. 

Nay, go into the very temples erected for the 
worship of God himself by men, and there too, 
you will find, by the same searchlight, honest 
men who know less of the Bible than of the 
multiplication table. You will also find a still 
higher grade of know-nothings, making their 
own agnostic drafts on hell and damnation for 
themselves from our Lord’s certified checkbook. 
“Woe unto you, scribes, Pharisees, hypocrites, 
how can ye escape the damnation of hell?” 
Agnostics under the shadow of the cross itself, 
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with an undisputable title to the highest honors 
in his majesty’s kingdom of darkness! 

Why are all these from every walk of life, 
alike, agnostics? 

Simply because they have not applied God’s 
laws governing spiritual life by making His 
Word and will the channels of a spiritual educa- 
tion and growth in the same manner that they 
have applied natural laws in obtaining physical 
and intellectual food for growth and work. 

What farmer would plant corn where there 
is no rain’ What father would send a son to a 
gambling house to learn about political econ- 
omy, literature or religion? 

Our young man once had the privilege 
of a ten-day’s horseback ride in the Sierras in 
northern California. He camped one night in 
a valley which in the morning was one dense 
bank of fog. Taking the trail up the mountain, 
the party was soon above the fog, and beheld its 
mountainous waves rolling in a flood of silver 
sunlight, while the mountain peaks were on 
every hand, and the grand old Pacific at their 
feet. “Our Father” was written there in such 
large letters as never to be forgotten. 

Young man, will you choose the agnosticism 
of doubt or the assurance of faith in God and in 
His second Adam—which? 

You must decide whether you will be a know- 
nothing or a real son in the knowledge of God, 
and you can do it only with His help: “Ask and 
ye shall receive.” 
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XV. 
MORAL COURAGE. 


ANY a man has lost magnificent op- 
portunities to add to his character 
status by timidity in the presence of 
others in nailing his colors to the 
mast while fighting sin inside and out. 

When Moody and Pentecost were holding 
meetings in Brooklyn, many years since, there 
was in the audience a large fruit dealer, who, 
whenever a cargo was landed in bad condition, 
“swore a blue streak,’ at everything within 
reach of his voice and bad temper. Somehow 
the truth reached him, but he determined to say 
nothing of the change within him. The next 
day an unusually bad cargo was landed in his 
warehouse, and everyone expected a heavy ex- 
penditure of the devil’s vocabulary as usual. In- 
stead of it he simply said to his men, “Sort it up 
and make the best you can out of it.” A Chris- 
tian laborer quietly remarked, “The boss has 
been converted at the Moody meetings, sure.” 

This circumstance (without giving names) was 
related to Mr. Moody, and the next night at the 
close of the services, he said, “If the man who 
forgot to swear as usual in connection with his 
business today is in the audience, he will please 
tell us how it was done?” He was there, and at 
once confessed Christ as the Author of a great 
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change in his head and heart, and also his great 
error in thinking that he had better not say any- 
thing about it for fear that it might not last. 
Ilis changed actions had spoken louder than 
words of the new nature within him, and now he 
was ready to add them to his new life. “With 
the heart man believeth unto righteousness, and 
with the mouth confession is made unto salva- 
tion.” This one text emphasizes the necessity 
of our speaking out, as well as acting out the 
faith that is in us. 

Faith and works together, make the endless 
halyard ropes which send our banner of the 
cross up into the sky where others can see it; 
while in that very act, they bring down from 
above Heaven’s own blessing of salvation to 
them who thus put them to their proper use, as 
workers together with Christ in His yoke, which 
is thus made “easy” 

Many a young Christian has, by the timidity 
of honest fear, let his Christian banner trail in 
the dust, instead of sending it aloft, and by so 
doing has lost the sense of God’s favor and for- 
gotten that he was ever purged from his former 
sins. 

The great advantages to young men of de- 
claring their good intentions in words and deeds 
is this—that such a course, firmly taken, lessens 
the many temptations which come to them 
through the companionship of business and 
pleasure ; to join in questionable business enter- 
prises or amusements, with those whose morals 
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are loose in both. The best of men are not usu- 
ally invited to take part in anything that offends 
pure minds and hearts. They would not be hale 
fellows well met with men of the baser sort. 
Like seeks like, by the power of a spiritual law 
of gravitation. This is as certain in its results 
upon the spiritual life as the law that Newton 
evolved from the falling of an apple is upon 
matter. Given the proper conditions in both, 
and the results are certain. 

The maxim given to our young man, by 
his Godly mother, when he left a quiet coun- 
trv home for a life in a great city, “My son, you 
will be known by the company you keep,” will 
bear transportation into any man’s code of laws 
for the conduct of life, and leave a large margin 
of profits when faithfully observed. 

I remember during the war of the rebellion 
seeing a picture of a darkie boy washing the 
two flags, the Stars and Bars and the Stars and 
Stripes. As they came out of the washtub, the 
Stars and Bars were gone from the rag he held 
in one hand, while the Stars and Stripes shone 
clearer from the one held in the other, and be- 
neath was the inscription, “Fast colors, boss.” 

Young man, if you are enlisted in the com- 
pany of Christ’s redeemed ones in the conflicts 
of this life, you may successfully meet every 
enemy under His banner of fast colors, dyed in 
blood, and at last become victors over your last 
enemy, which is death; while if you cry, “Crucify 
Him, crucify Him,” in the company of such as 
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fight egainst the right, under a flag conceived 
in sin and brought forth in iniquity, the law of 
spiritual gravitation will make your life a fail- 
ure, and the death the climax of it, with a char- 
acter only fitted for the companionship of fallen 
angels and condemned men, like Dives and his 
friends. 

Which flag will you enlist under? The old 
Adam with all his tendencies to evil, even after 
you have enlisted in Christ’s army, will strive 
for the mastery. But let Him who came to bea 
Servant, and girded Himself to wash His dis- 
ciples’ feet, have your old rebel heart for cleans- 
ing, and the union will be preserved, with the 
slavery of sin abolished, and one flag in fast col- 
ors will float over an enlarged destiny, with 
head and heart fixed to do the right though the 
heavens fall. 
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XVI. 
ENTHUSIASM. 


66 HE enthusiasm of humanity” is a 

phrase invented to describe the 

highest type of character, outside 

of the new birth, which only in- 

tensifies it and consecrates it to the noblest pur- 

poses, in that it enjoins Christlikeness, as the 

only method by which the work of making uni- 

versal brotherhood a reality (instead of an 
Utopian theory) is possible. 

A notable instance of this wonderful power 
over men is seen in Dr. Livingstone’s mission to 
Africa. Here we see a hard-headed Scotchman, 
entering a field as wide as did Jesus of Nazareth, 
and laying his life down in the wilds of that 
hitherto unexplored field for the redemption of 
uncounted millions, whose black skin had for 
ages made them the slaves of the world, as well 
as of their own ignorance and degradation. This 
land had furnished the “gold of Ophir” for Solo- 
mon’s temple, and Dr. Livingstone’s sacrifice of 
himself literally again opened up the most mar- 
velous gold fields of the world, the development 
of which bids fair to open up that whole contin- 
ent to Christian civilization, with the consequent 
redemption of the coming millions of that vast 
country. The baptism of the Eunuch by Philip 
was the earnest of what is soon to come as the 
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result of Livingtone’s enthusiasm, an enthusi- 
asm born of God in a human soul, for the bene- 
fit of a continent. Africa is now the prize for 
which all the civilized nations of Europe are 
struggling, as they did for America after Co- 
lumbus’ enthusiasm had opened up this new 
world, then inhabited by savages, but now the 
brightest luminary in the constellation of na- 
tions, because the principles of the Sermon on 
the Mount have at last in the evolution of hu- 
man government given the race “a government 
by the people and for the people.” Hundreds 
of years were necessary for such a result in 
those times, but now, with steam and electric- 
ity permeating all the avenues of human knowl- 
edge, baptized and applied by the Christian re- 
ligion of the present day, England and Germany 
are furnishing the guns and the money (and the 
Bibles, too) for what? Simply to make a high- 
way for Jesus Christ to claim Ethiopia for His 
own in due time. 

Thus the consecrated Christian enthusiasm of 
one man has made it possible for a continent 
“to be born in a day” in the chronology of the 
skies. Paul was an enthusiast, to such an ex- 
tent that a ruler said to him, “Paul, thou art 
beside thyself, much learning doth make thee 
mad.” Oh, for more of such madness! Would 
to God that every Christian could answer such 
an indictment as he did, “I am not mad, most 
noble Festus, but speak forth the words of truth 
and soberness.” 
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Livingstone’s friends said of him that he was 
mad, but God speaks in the events that have 
followed, “Livingstone was not mad; he only 
obeyed the voice of God and now behold the 
result of his obedience to the heavenly vision,” 
which bids fair to revolutionize a continent in 
less time than it took the Apostles and their 
successors to cover the Roman empire with the 
banner of the cross. 

Young man, you may not be a Columbus or a 
Livingstone, to discover a new world, or to 
open up one of the oldest lands in human his- 
tory for the conquests of the cross, but in your 
little circle, whatever it may be, you may open 
up a new world to many a young man who 
knows not God in Christ as a personal Saviour, 
the same as a little bootblack did for an edu- 
cated lawyer, while he was giving his boots a 
five-cent shine, with this question, “Do you 
know God?” 

“Why do you ask me such a question?” asked 
the lawyer. 

“Why, my mother is poor, and the landlord 
has put us out of our home, and I thought if 
God knew about it, He would help my mother.” 

The lawyer left a dollar instead of five cents in 
the boy’s hands, and went away with the boot- 
black’s question ringing in his ears all day, and 
on going home asked his wife if that was prayer 
meeting night. Being informed that it was, he 
signified his intention of going with her to the 
prayer meeting, and there declared his intention 
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of trying to know God. “The inspiration of 
the Almighty” gave an enthusiastic understand- 
ing to the boy, which was transferred to the 
lawyer, who, by trying to answer that momen- 
tous question, soon became acquainted with Him. 

Some thirty years ago, an Englishman, J. 
Hudson Taylor, was sent to China by a London 
Missionary Society, and found 400,000,000 of 
human beings, possessing a continent, a litera- 
ture, and a civilization, but without any God in 
them, and wrote home such extraordinary de- 
mands, that the society considered the man 
mad, for he proposed that they should equip and 
send one man to each of the eleven provinces, 
having a different dialect. Being refused, he re- 
turned to London, and single-handed got to- 
gether some thirty young men to train them for 
this very work. In 1876, when our young man 
was in London with Mr. ‘Moody, he found Dr. 
Taylor giving these men instruction, with as 
much confidence that he would succeed as if 
he had seen them at their work of planting 
the Gospel of Christ in every province of that 
vast empire. Today the missionary papers re- 
cord the fact that his (mad dream) “heavenly 
vision” has been realized, and over 800 mis- 
sionaries are the God-given result. 

If any one at all acquainted with the charac- . 
ter and motives of these men in their different 
spheres of work can doubt that the fire of their 
enthusiasm was “the inspiration of the Al- 
mighty” that giveth men understanding for 
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their various works in the one coming Kingdom 
of God on earth, nothing could be more ap- 
propriate for their enlargement in knowledge 
than the prayer, “Lord, increase our faith.” 

God first reveals to us an inhabited continent ; 
then the unappropriated wealth and natural re- 
sources within it born of barbarism is vigor- 
ously sought after by the utilized and appropri- 
ated wealth born of Christian civilization ; to be 
followed immediately by the humble mission- 
aries, who like their predecessors, the Apostles, 
left all to do their Lord’s bidding, and without 
purpose or scrip of their own, but trusting in 
Him who owns the cattle on a thousand hills 
and the silver and the gold thus accumulated by 
Christian nations, obeyed His marching orders, 
“Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel 
to every creature.” 

Human weakness, thus supplemented by Al- 
mighty power and wisdom, began the campaign 
to conquer the world by love, on Calvary and at 
Pentecost, with a few ignorant fishermen, and 
an educated Paul, and this century has opened 
the eyes, the hearts and purposes of Christian 
men, as never before, to prosecute this holy war 
to make mankind brothers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Quite recently a young man, from our own 
country, J. Campbell White, was sent to Cal- 
cutta to supplement the work of L. D. Wishard, 
the world missionary of the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association, whose work among the col- 
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leges of this and other lands is perhaps the most 
remarkable of any one man’s for ages, in that it 
has entered the Paul domain of educated intel- 
lect in universities, to capture that citadel of in- 
tellectual power for Christ. Only a few days 
since, Mr. White gave a lecture in the Chicago 
Young Men’s Christian Association building, in 
which, with superhuman enthusiasm, he re- 
counted the results of his work in raising in 
London and elsewhere $100,000 to buy a large 
building in the very center of university life of 
10,000 students in Calcutta, in order to elevate 
the standard of the cross far above that of 
Brahma or Buddha, through these young men 
throughout all India, with its 500,000,000 of 
population, and supplant the funeral pyre of a 
Juggernaut religion with the resurrection of 
Him who spoiled the grave itself as the initial 
victory over the sins of the whole world. 

In this century alone the genius of men edu- 
cated in Christian countries has harnessed 
steam and electricity to give wings to these 
Gospel heralds, instead of Roman roads such as 
Paul used in his missionary journeys, until the 
world has been made practically one in a ma- 
terial sense, that God may with the aid of men 
make it one spiritually. The young men of to- 
day have more food for an enthusiasm born of 
God, than all other generations of men that ever 
lived, in the opportunities and possibilities of 
consecrated individual efforts in the world’s 
fields, now white for the harvest; yea, a thou- 
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sand times whiter than when Jesus of Nazareth 
bade His disciples, “Pray ye therefore the Lord 
of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers 
unto his harvest.” 

Young man, the world is open to your conse- 
crated Christian effort, and what a world, com- 
pared with that in which the man Paul had to 
work! 

We may find the antithesis (in conditions) of 
Columbus and Livingstone in Jerry McAuley, 
who—having previously served in a states’ 
prison several terms for his crimes—after his 
conversion was under the spell of a divine en- 
thusiasm to be of use to someone else who 
most needed help. 

Having obtained his final release, through 
Christ, the King of heads and hearts, from a 
captivity of his own making, and no more to in- 
habit man-made prisons constructed of iron bars 
and granite walls, he began his real life work in 
the slums of New York, by polishing living 
stones for the walls of the New Jerusalem, under 
the guidance of the Character Builder of all 
ages. It was the privilege of our young man to 
visit his studio and workshop after the Christian 
millionaires of that great city had fitted them up 
with the financial furniture necessary for such 
work, to find them crowded with “publicans and 
sinners,” sitting at his feet to learn from him 
“the way, the truth and the life,” in that royal 
art gallery, where by his aid the lost image of 
God in human souls was restored by that Kingly 
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Artist who made an angel of a Magdalene, 
when on earth, and then said to all His am- 
bassadors, “Fill the world with such living pic- 
tures to shine as the stars for ever and ever,” 
in the royal art gallery of Heaven. 

Jerry McAuley was thus in His name working 
modern miracles in honor of his alma mater, 
which not only added new courage to our young 
man for his work in the Chicago bridewell, but 
to countless other humble lay workers with that 
spiritual brush, which always has and always 
will paint living pictures, which, in the nomen- 
clature of the skies, are designed as “new 
creatures in Christ Jesus.” 

When his funeral was celebrated in Dr. Tay- 
lor’s Tabernacle by the most honored ministers 
of New York, after all the standing room was 
occupied, great throngs outside waited their 
turn to see his cold body, and one old man 
brought a single rose to lay upon his coffin, 
saying to one of the attendants, “This man did 
more for me and my family than all other men 
put together.” 

From his workshop another Lazarus was 
carried to Abraham’s bosom by the angels of 
God, while at this service weeping thousands 
laid away his dust for the resurrection morn. 

The enthusiasm for humanity of this con- 
verted criminal did not seek a continent for 
his crown, but, like his Master, formulated anew 
the Jericho plan of seeking one by one the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel and bringing them 
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back to the one fold, and the one Shepherd. 

Thus all along the lines of history, from Paul, 
the self-righteous Pharisee of Jerusalem, to 
Jerry McAuley, the besotted criminal of New 
York, Jesus Christ, the great Character Builder, 
has selected His workmen to gather in from all 
climes those who shall inherit the Kingdom of 
Heaven, by having used the talents given them 
on earth for such work that in the final judg- 
ment of Christ constitutes “the true riches,” 
which the fires of the last conflagration will not 
reach, while Dives and his numerous heirs, who 
on earth only uttered the vocabulary of selfish- 
ness, shall long for a Lazarus to supply only a 
“drop of water” to cool their parched tongues. 

Behold the difference, young man, between 
leaving all for the King’s service with an undy- 
ing enthusiasm to follow Him wherever He 
leads, and leaving Him to follow the vanities of 
this world, all of which turn into the smoke of 
torment, when “the fire shall try every man’s 
work” to reveal its true character in the crucible 
of eternity. 

You have only to open your spiritual eyes, 
here and now, to see visions worthy of a man 
made in God’s image, which should decide every 
lingering doubt as to which world you will link 
your everlasting destiny. 

Lazarus or Dives, Jerry McAuley or—well, 
fill in the names yourselves and answer hon- 
estly, which? One or the other of them will be 
your history! 


: 
: 
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XUM 
TEMPERANCE. 


T was the privilege of our young man on his 

first visit to London thirty years since to 

be present at a dinner given to the General 

Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of 
Great Britain in London, at which some 300 
ministers and elders sat down, where wine and 
liquor were served, and in turning his glass 
down, he was joined by less than a dozen men, 
indicating that temperance at that time did not 
mean total abstinence. Spurgeon, the foremost 
preacher of London at that time, (in popularity 
and usefulness) upheld the moderate use of 
stimulants, for which Mr. Moody, with his ac- 
customed honest courage, reprimanded him 
quite severely. One of the clergymen at that 
dinner, who did not touch, taste or handle the 
accursed drink, was the Rev. Newman Hall, who 
soon after that came to the United States to get 
assistance in building a .Lincoln Memorial 
Church in London, and visited the gymnasium 
of the Young Men’s Christian Association in 
Chicago, where he exhibited such athletic feats 
as astonished the young men of the association. 
The reason for this may be found in his own 
statement at a memorial celebration of his 
eightieth birthday in London, at which he 
said, “I was persuaded in 1840 by the wife of 
my predecessor to take the pledge. My sight 
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and hearing are perfect and teetotalism has had 
‘a great deal to do with my excellent health.” 
He continued preaching several times a week 
after he had passed his eightieth birthday. 

Mr. Moody’s temperance lecture to Mr. 
Spurgeon must have taken effect later on, for 
in 1894 he presided at Exeter Hall Young Men’s 
Christian Association teetotalist meeting and 
made a stirring address in favor of temperance 
in that form, and if the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church of Great Britain should 
have another dinner in 1907, probably not a. 
dozen of the 300 members would indulge in 
wine. Thanks for this great change in the lives 
of the ministers of that country are due to 
Moody, John B. Gough and Francis Murphy, 
who, with their disciples, since 1876 have honey- 
combed Great Britain with the genius of abstin- 
ence from intoxicating drinks by all who would 
teach the truth as Jesus lived and taught it. 

Probably there is no nation on earth where so 
much could be done for the future generations 
of men by the strict observance of temperance 
among the young men of today as in the 
United States. All eyes are now centered on 
“this land of the free and home of the brave” 
for lessons in everything that has made us what 
we are, and if total abstinence from intoxicants 
were one of the cardinal virtues of our young 
men, their influence upon the world would be 
prodigious in moulding character in other coun- 
tries as well as at home. 
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Now that the curse of slavery has been ex- 
punged from our social life by the awful scourge 
of God in a civil war, it would seem that the 
greater curse of drunkenness should be ex- 
punged by our own deliberate acts before the 
vengeance of God comes upon us for harboring 
under the shadow of the Capitol at Washington, 
through legal sanction and taxes, this relict of 
barbarism and sensual license and vice. If it is 
ever done, the men must do it, by a deliberate 
choice in the conduct of their own lives that will 
make the drink habit a disgrace to anyone who 
would claim social recognition among those 
who regard the possession of moral character as 
the supreme end of life. 

No one knowingly administers to their de- 
pendents physical, intellectual or moral poison, 
knowing it to be poison, without at once becom- 
ing incapable of correct reasoning on any vital 
point in character building, and losing position 
and power among such men as make character 
a cardinal virtue in their thinking and acting. 
Yet the moral sense of even Christian men 
has been so benumbed in our country by con- 
stant contact with the drink habit that this pro- 
cess of poisoning public opinion has assumed 
such monster proportions that the liquor inter- 
est assumes to dictate to Congress and legis- 
latures laws to protect their inhuman and damn- 
able business of corrupting and poisoning public 
virtue and morals with legal recognition, in- 
stead of invoking, as it should, legal prohibition, 
by the inexorable logic of its hellish fruitage. 
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The inspiration of wine and whiskey has 
brewed more sorrow and dug more graves than 
any other agency of the devil, because it takes 
away a man’s understanding and reduces him to 
a mental lunatic and a physical abortion, while 
“the inspiration of the Almighty gives them 
understanding” for every duty and privilege of 
life. 

Young man, behold the difference and choose 
early in life which shall be the inspiration for 
your life work and make angels as well as men 
glad on account of your choice. 
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X VIII. 
PATIENCE AND PERSEVERANCE. 


T is related of an artist, who with infinite 
pains had painted a picture of the Christ, 
that he invited the criticism of a friend, 
who remarked upon the beauty of the land- 

scape, in water, lawns, trees and clouds, but 
not one word about the central figure, to which 
all had been made subservient. The artist took 
his brush and obliterated all else, saying, “Any- 
thing that does not make Him the fairest among 
ten thousand and altogether lovely to the be- 
holder shall have no place in my picture.” 

It is said of a sculptor, who had produced in 
marble the human form, until it seemed to him 
almost to breathe, that he hurled his chisel at 
the face of his own creation, and exclaimed, 
“Now speak.” No voice came, but the chisel 
spoiled the statue. 

These were both creations of men from God’s 
raw materials, and the product of patience and 
perseverence in the exercise of their Godlike 
faculties. 

Let us ascend a little higher in the scale, to a 
community and a state, and look upon the cre- 
ation of nearly seven centuries in the Cologne 
Cathedral, built by men for the worship of God. 
It was the privilege of our young man to see 
the workmen upon scaffolding apparently in 
the sky finishing the turrets of that temple, 
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while at the bottom other workmen were re- 
moving rotten stone, crumbled by age, to re- 
place it with new material, and he could but 
wonder at the patience and perseverance of 
those centuries in the men of each generation, 
who successively took up the work left them by 
their fathers. 

A few years later he saw it again, when the 
golden rays of a setting sun painted those tur- 
rets upon the sky for a canvas, and so high 
above the city, that it seemed only the ground 
plan and courtyard of that temple. 

He went inside the marvelous structure, and 
found men and women counting beads and wor- 
shipping saints; apparently God was not in all 
their thoughts, and like a flash the query came, 
why was this temple built, if not to emphasize 
and exemplify the vast importance of patience 
and perseverance in character building, within 
whose temple alone God is really worshipped? 

The Schoolmaster’s pattern was given to 
Moses on Sinai, but the Master Builder’s plan 
was finished on Calvary in the words and works 
of the Son of man, who was the Son of God. 
The new Jerusalem of the new heavens and the 
new earth, given to us in the vision of John in 
the Apocalypse, is now being slowly erected by 
living stones and each builder “over against his 
own house” must work and wait while the cen- 
turies come and go, remembering that with the 
Master Builder, “a thousand years is as one 
day.” 

Enoch built well in his day, and his biography 
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is, “Enoch walked with God; and he was not; 
for God took him.” 

Job built well in his day, and with Satan’s 
hosts turned against him to test the fibre of his 
character, his wife calling on him to curse God 
and die, he maintained his integrity, and God 
gave him double as his reward. If you want to 
iknow who was the most patient man of all his- 
tory, ask any child of the Covenant, and you 
shall find that Job takes that prize. 

But let us come down the centuries to the 
Incarnated Designer himself, who has left His 
plan in living acts from the manger to the cross 
in the Gospel of John, and then down almost 
twenty centuries that have followed, and behold 
the patience and perseverance of the Son of 
God in using the sons of men in building the 
spiritual walls of the new Jerusalem; and then 
the patience and perseverance of the builders of 
the Cologne Cathedral, in comparison, reaches 
the vanishing point. 

As our young man saw some workmen add- 
ing new material in building the turrets in that 
temple, the others taking out stones near the 
ground, that had become rotten with age, so in 
the temple not made with hands, this same 
work is going on. Each honest character 
builder watches the work of the past in his pres- 
ent work, and brings it to the test of the inimi- 
table Calvary pattern, and then with true peni- 
tence exclaims, “God be merciful to me a sin- 
ner,” and away goes perhaps one of the choicest 
bits of self-righteous marble and a cleavage 


Ma hoy ae 


106 CORNER STONES OF CHARACTER 


from the Rock of Ages takes its place, in order 
that the capstone may in the end finish the edi- 
fice “with rejoicing unto it.” In all communities 
individual character thus built up moulds 
national character also. “How long, O Lord,” 
was wrung from the hearts and heads of the 
sable sons of toil in our own favored land, be- 
fore God raised up a patient, persevering man 
who said at Gettysburg, “If every drop of 
bondmen’s blood drawn by the lash, shall be 
paid by one drawn by the sword, we can only 
exclaim, the judgments of God are true and 
righteous altogether.” 

Washington built well, but he left the ugly 
artificial stone of slavery, built into the states’ 
edifice, and in due time God sent Abraham Lin- 
coln to remove with infinite patience and perse- 
verance this rotten material from liberty’s 
national temple, and put in its place “liberty and 
equality for all,” before the law of love, and of 
the United States of America. 

Communities and churches are composed of 
individuals, so we say, “Young man, remember 
that the character of the state and of the 
church depends upon your own _ individual 
character, and if any rotten material has hitherto 
entered into its construction from within or 
without, let me beseech you, by the patience, 
perseverance and mercy of God with you in the 
past, that you imitate the master character 
builders of allthe ages, in removing all ques- 
tionable and perishable material, and make room 
for that which will live forever. Then, after the 


— 


~ 


CORNER STONES OF CHARACTER 107 


Cologne Cathedral is reduced to dust, and gov- 
ernments of men are all absorbed by Him who 
shall reign in righteousness from the rivers to 
the ends of the earth, you shall have a part and 
lot in that new Jerusalem, in “the new heavens 
and the new earth, wherein dwelleth righteous- 
ness,’ and be crowned a king and a priest unto 
God forever. 
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AIX. 


THE CAPSTONE OF CHARACTER. 
SELF-POSSESSION. 
SERENITY. 


O man can be a leader of men for the 
accomplishment of great results under 
difficulties who has not this quality to 
a marked degree. 

To lead a forlorn hope has often made men 
shine in history, because much was required in 
the leader to make success at all possible. Les- 
ser men think it an honor to follow such men 
anywhere in order to share the honors of a vic- 
tory they are sure of gaining; and why? For 
the reason that their leader has the spirit of that 
old heathen general whose staff had advised a 
surrender after ascertaining the number of the 
enemy, and who enquired how many they had 
counted him for, and being answered “For one,” 
said, “Gentlemen, you have made a great mis- 
take. Put me down for 20,000; and, as every 
man in my army with such a general as has the 
honor to command such an army as I have, 
is as good as three in any army commanded as 
our enemy is, don’t you see that we outnumber 
them by many thousands? Now, what do you 
say?” 

“We will fight and conquer them, sir.” And 
they did. No fancied superiority could have 
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done this. The general's confidence in his men 
and their confidence in him, born of actual merit 
often proved in each other’s service, one to 
command and the other to obey, was the key to 
their victory. 

It was the privilege of our young man to be 
at General Grant’s headquarters at City Point 
with other officers of the United States Christian 
Commission, just before the capture of Lee’s 
Army and to hear and see him. Knowing the 
great service that that commission had been to 
the army, and wishing to send them home under 
the inspiration of assured victory, Grant brought 
out his war map with the same serenity with 
which an architect would exhibit his plans for 
some magnificent structure he knew would in due 
time be an actual fact, and said, pointing to posi- 
tions on the map, “Sherman is here today and 
he will be in Savannah in a short time,” and 
without his modesty’s allowing him to say it in 
words they saw in his manner and looks the 
language, “and I will have Lee’s army before 
you will have a chance to again cheer us with 
your presence,” and so it proved. Grant’s men 
had learned their leader’s qualities, not from 
army drill, but from giving and receiving shot 
and shell. Conscious power can come in no 
other way in all our battles for supremacy in 
every department of human effort. The drill 
must precede them, of course, as the prophecy 
of success in actual battles, which only can make 
the serene, self-possessed veteran. 

Bull Run was the necessary counterpart of 
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the final triumph of human rights over wrongs 
in the war of the rebellion. The young man 
who thinks that his college diploma is his guar- 
antee of unqualified supremacy is on his way to 
Bull Run, and may thank his stars if ignomini- 
ous defeat as the fruit of over-confidence does 
not send him to the hospital for the balance of 
his life, but on the contrary gives him a whole- 
some idea that there are other young men who 
are contending for a place on the top round of 
the ladder of fame, who must be reckoned with 
in the struggle. 

Corner stones must be well chosen and well 
laid in character building, before the capstone 
can have a sure and safe position on a finished 
record of life’s best results from human efforts. 

A sound mind in a sound body well trained 
and well used are the milestones in human his- 
tory as well as the corner stones of individual 
character. As surely as God is in human his- 
tory, He will be in the individual life, before 
His purposes in both can be seen and appreci- 
ated. 

Why did Luther, Wesley and Moody exhibit 
such boldness in working out a hidden life that 
no one could see and appreciate, fully, until it 
was worked out? Why did Cromwell, Wash- 
ington and Lincoln give to the world reformed 
and independent governments fitted for the 
larger political and religious liberty of mind and 
‘conscience? God, speaking to willing minds in 
a voice of purity and power, not heard by the 
busy crowd intent on serving themselves alone, 
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can answer these questions of the ages; and not 
until Christ came as the embodiment of God’s 
love in revealing His purposes to redeem and 
elevate mankind did the coming answer open 
the dark ages to a light whose focal point was 
Calvary and a cross. The capstone of human 
history was then fashioned, not into tables of 
stone for the inscription of law, but in fleshy 
heart tables for the reception and exaltation of 
love to God and men, that can be felt. 

Young man, behold in Christ the world’s Cap- 
stone in character as your pattern, the spirit 
of whose life may be your spirit. 

See Him march to the consummation of His 
purpose in the serenity of such a self-possession 
as can mean nothing less than an intelligent 
comprehension of means to an end—the highest 
that ever engaged human or divine thought, the 
redemption of mankind. 

Hear Him then say to you, “Go ye” unto this 
work, and “Lo, [ am with you always.” Can He 
be with us unless our life reflects His purpose? 

Ought we to be serene and self-possessed. if 
we disregard His words? 

With such a Leader giving us such an example 
and inviting us to share His glory in working 
out under His directions, with superhuman 
power, a God-given destiny, we can only fail by 
refusing to obey. 
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XX. 
SPIRITUAL LIGHT. 


OTHING is more conducive to correct 
thinking, speaking and acting, than 
the consciousness of the personal 
presence of one whose character com- 

mands our love and admiration, and that he or 
she is looking on with a personal interest in our 
acquitting ourselves in a manner worthy of a 
well-balanced man. It is not possible, however, 
that anyone can have such a constant sponsor 
for his conduct among his best friends on earth. 
But, it is possible for anyone to cultivate the 
consciousness of the fact that God is everywhere 
present “beholding the evil and the good” in 
character building, and that He is writing our 
history in our own memory more indelibly than 
any stereotype that man can produce, were it 
possible for him to read thoughts, interpret 
motives to put them into print. How may we 
realize this imminent Presence and feel the 
power of its agency? 

Hear what Christ said, “Blessed are the pure 
in heart for they shall see God.” This is tanta- 
mount to saying that a man who harbors impure 
thoughts and converts them into words and 
acts proceeding from a personal desire, cannot 
see God, or feel His presence. They are a 
perpetual bar to any personal acquaintance with 
a holy God. How true it is, that we only desire 
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company that is congenial to us, and so we can 
interpret God’s thoughts of us, by the kind of 
company we choose for ourselves, “for if our 
heart condemn us” in such a choice, “God is 
greater than our heart,” and He will condemn 
us (I John, 3-20), for He cannot join us in such 
company. Christ says, “Where two or three are 
gathered together in my name there am [| in the 
midst of them.” “In my name” means “in my 
spiritual nature,” for all true Christians are 
“partakers of the divine nature” by appropriat- 
ing through faith the promises of God concern- 
ing the Christ as a personal Saviour. This is a 
great mystery but it is true: II Timothy, 2-15. 
As it is impossible to think that Christ would 
break any of the Ten Commandments, so it 
would be also impossible to conceive that any 
one thus endowed could deliberately break them 
and keep company with their Author as a recog- 
nized Friend, and claim to know and love Him. 
The requirements of friendship and communion, 
human or divine, are the same, and if we do not 
expect human love and companionship from 
those we have disobeyed, dishonored and 
abused, how can we expect such intimacy in 
spirit with our Father in Heaven, while we are 
continuing in known and unrepented sin against 
His commandments, for Christ said, “If ye love 
me, keep my commandments.” 

He wishes to commune with us as His be- 
loved children, and to break bread with us. 
Hear Him, “Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock; if any man hear my voice and open the 


114 CORNER STONES OF CHARACTER 


door, I will come in to him, and will sup with 
him.” He will walk with us to Emmaus, in 
explaining the Scriptures to us which concern 
His relation to us as friends, and then, when 
our understanding takes in the truth, He will 
bless this Bread of Life to our souls, and in that 
supreme moment we shall see Him, with the eye 
of a God-given faith, and He will not again van- 
ish from our new vision until we invite the 
guests of selfishness and sin to fill all the seats 
at our heart’s communion table. God in Christ 
took our form and nature that His disciples 
might see Him with the natural eye and walk 
with Him only as the precursory or John-the- 
Baptist expression of His love for us, in His 
intense desire for a higher type of the revelation 
of God to men, which came on. the day of Pente- 
cost, as the second sight of the Spirit, which the 
pure heart and life only can receive. We can 
say if we will, “Though I was blind now I see.” 

What young man, when in vile company, 
would wish to see his mother? Though her 
heart of love yearns to be his companion, she 
cannot join him there, except with such a com- 
passionate look as that Christ gave Peter when 
by word and act he denied his Lord, which sent 
him out of His presence to weep bitterly (when 
the cock’s crowing reminded him of his perfidy), 
such tears of repentance as gained him a private 
interview and a reconciliation (after the resur- 
rection), and made him the powerful preacher, 
instead of the weak coward. He received the 
resurrection power of a new life, and spiritual 
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eyes with a wider horizon, which enabled him 
henceforth to see and walk with God in a com- 
panionship and ministry that made the first 
chapter of his Second Epistle a star of the first 
magnitude in the Scriptures. 

Read it, young man, and find out for yourself 
whether you have “obtained like precious faith” 
with Peter, which makes us “partakers of the 
divine nature,” and if not, rest not until you 
have, if you would see God with the spirit’s eye 
and walk with Him while on earth, and see Him 
as your Lord in the “new heavens and the new 
earth.” when “the tabernacle of God will be 
with men,” and there will be no sin to put out 
our spiritual eyes. 
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AX, 
SUCCESS—SOME PHASES OF IT. 


HE old adage, that nothing succeeds like 
success, has turned the heads of many 
character builders and made them de- 
votees of that beguiling word without 

taking the time to analyze the controlling ad- 
jectives which make or unmake its real signifi- 
cance. Success that involves moral bankruptcy 
may gain material kingdoms, and parcel them 
out—diminutively—to other failures in the pro- 
cess, but all must end in one common ruin, 
measured by the “thou shalt” and “thou shalt 
not” of the law of righteousness. 

Materially we brought nothing into this 
world, and of that kind of wealth, however we 
may gild it with perishable adjuncts, we can 
carry nothing out of it. “Dead and buried” is 
its only epitaph. “Born of the flesh,” it dies 
with it to our consciousness, and some other 
fool who says by his life “there is no God,” in- 
herits it to damn his own character and this 
inherited creation of his ancestor into worse 
than nothingness, and he who is and was a liar 
from the beginning teaches men to call this kind 
of business success in life. 

It is only a successful death to the Godlike 
spirit, created with possibilities co-eternal with 
his Creator, if not co-equal. He who takes not 
God and his fellow-men into his worship, be it 


i 
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the philosopher’s study, or labor’s mechanism 
from the plow to the steamship, must neces- 
sarily be a failure, because the Master Character 
Builder cannot go with him to his work. A 
co-worker with God he cannot be, until the 
spiritual life, the real man, controls the material 
man. 

We speak of faith in God in theoretical lan- 
guage, and call ourselves Christians. Such ex- 
pressions of the vital elements of a spiritual life 
are not loud enough to reach the ear of the 
Eternal. The four men who carried the palsied 
man to the Saviour for healing by the way of the 
broken-up roof, because there was no other way 
open to them, uttered the language of faith in 
God silently, but successfully. They got what 
they went for, plus a greater boon. Their faith 
was on fire, quite different from kindling wood 
safely stowed away but never lighted. This was 
a material acquisition on one side of the prob- 
lem, and only foreshadowed the greater blessing, 
viz.: “Thy sins are forgiven thee,” making him a 
new man, “born of the Spirit’”—a new body and 
a clean new spirit all at once. Here was success 
worthy of the name, an eternal and spiritual as 
well as a temporal and material boon; a com- 
bination most devoutly to be sought by every 
true man whose destiny is not bounded by this 
world’s wealth, unbaptized by the immortal aspi- 
rations of the Spirit. 

Christ and sinners here made a living pic- 
ture, working together to make a perfect man, 
out of a moral and physical wreck. This prac- 
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tical expression of faith in one’s life work is the 
only basis for success in any life, and the high- 
est expression must have its roots in something 
better than the use of a “muck-rake.” This 
necessitates careful preparation for the supreme 
moments in character building. A dynamite 
charge must be scientifically made by careful 
labor and then properly placed before the match 
can be set to the fuse, and then the work of a 
dozen men for an indefinite period is done in a 
second. 

The workmen expect to get results because 
of previous preparation, and the explosion of 
the bomb, previously only an idea, at once 
produces a reality, or faith’s legitimate success. 

The man who proceeds to business, either 
temporal or spiritual, on these lines, gets a hear- 
ing in this world and in the next. 

Young man, quietly work out these propo- 
sitions for yourself, and be sure you take Christ 
into partnership as the Master Mechanic of 
character, and the wealth of both worlds that 
God can trust you with will lie at your feet. 
Read in proof the experience of Daniel, the only 
man ever complained of for being too good a 
Christian. 

The question, “Whether success as a Chris- 
tian militates against success in business,” 
answers itself, and must have been instigated by 
that person who offered our Saviour “all the 
kingdoms of the world and the glory of them,” 
just to fall down and worship him. Apparently 
this was an easy way to get an empire, provided. 
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it was not ali His before as its Creator, and yet 
the best man that ever lived refused the offer, 
as a man, as an example to us. 

On another occasion, He was instructing His 
disciples in business matters, and said, “Seek 
first the kingdom of God and his righteous- 
ness,” and all these things (what we need), will 
be added thereto. David, His ancestral king, 
said in the same line, “I have been young, and 
now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous 
forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.’ Success, 
then, in every sense of the word, and in the very 
best sense, comes to those who make right the 
test of action, and get the supreme promise that 
ir so doing they will get a hundredfold more 
in this life of everything worth having, and eter- 
nal life hereafter. 

Any man who contends that Christianity is 
not the handmaid of real success in business 
life, does not know either the meaning of suc- 
cess that is worthy of the name, nor the meat 
and drink contained in God’s promises. The 
millionaire who has no Christ hung out on his 
business signboard in life must have had for his 
master the old serpent who captured the first 
Adam, but could not reach with his wiles the 
second Adam, who said to the Pharisaical 
business traders in the Temple, “Ye are of your 
father the devil,” for knowing the Ten Com- 
mandments and annulling them in their lives, 
they were not in position to hear the eleventh, 
viz.: “That ye love one another as I loved you.” 
This is the pyramid which covers all the others 
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and ends in a point, pointing up and not down, 
because founded on the other ten, on earth, 
where law is needed, while in the ethereal blue 
of love to God and man, they make men in 
the eleventh commandment a law unto them- 
selves and then Moses’ law will vanish out of 
sight, as do the millions of stars, when the 
“bright and morning star” is introduced to the 
soul of man as the Sun of Righteousness. 

“Other foundation can no man lay, than that 
is laid,’ and Jesus Christ is the Chief Corner 
Stone. Christianity in very deed, and not that 
of Pharisaical pedigree, founded on laws broken 
into a thousand fragments, is what all men in 
business need more than they need a big profit 
account: “What is a man profited if he shall 
gain the whole world and lose his own soul?” 
The devil is lost already, and wants all the com- 
pany he can get from God’s noblest work—man. 

That is his business in the marts of trade, and 
some men are so led by the false glitter of gold, 
that they put small value on a soul made in 
God’s image, and so sell their birthright and 
heritage for a mess of pottage. Their name is 
Esau, not Joseph, whom even a woman could 
not swerve from the right. Someone has said 
that the woman is much stronger than the man, 
because she tempted Adam to his destruction, 
while it took the very devil himself to tempt her 
to do wrong. Today most Christians are wo- 
men, and not men, for the same reason, viz.: 
that they are more righteous than men. 

“Go and sell that thou hast, and give to the 
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poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: 
and come and follow me.” 

lt would hardly seem possible in this 
nineteenth century of self-seeking, that a rich 
young man would be found to obey the above 
command given to a rich young ruler in the 
days of His fiesh by the Master, and yet a young 
Englishman once gave in the Young Men’s 
Christian Association noon meeting in Chicago, 
as.an exemplification of those “greater works 
than these” of which He spoke before His 
crucifixion—such an account of his own com- 
plete transformation of character as enabled 
him to obey his command. His father had made 
an immense fortune in India, and then settled 
down in London, as a leader of that class of 
gentlemen who made fast horses and everything 
that goes with such leadership, their first busi- 
ness, 

A friend of his came to London who had been 
converted in Mr. Moody’s meetings, and went 
with him to some gay party on condition that he 
would go with him to the next meeting. Much 
against his inclination, he was taken to Mr. 
Moody’s meeting and given a front seat where 
he could hear every word of that great evangel- 
ist’s. The result was that he kept coming of his 
own choice, until he became an earnest follower 
of Christ, so much changed, said the young man, 
that he would not have been taken for the same 
person. His large stable of racing horses and 
every related appliance in his house were at once 
sold, and every ambition and aim changed to 
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conform to the desires of the “new man” that he 
was. 

After a short life of great usefulness, he was. 
called to his reward, and his two sons, popular 
athletes at Cambridge, were left with a great 
fortune, not only in material wealth, but an ex- 
ample in a father’s changed life, which became 
an inspiration to them, until they too were 
changed by the power of God to see the latter 
inheritance to be so much greater to them than 
money, that they both became evangelists and 
are now letting their lights shine after having 
given away their money, so that there should be 
no hindrance growing out of such an encum- 
brance to the Gospel message from their lives. 
and lips. This young man is a missionary in 
central China. Years ago he wrote his intended 
wife, then a missionary like himself in that far- 
off land, that he was not a rich man—as she had 
known him in London—and she replied that if 
he had been, she could not marry him. Evi- 
dently they both esteemed “the reproach of 
Christ greater riches than the treasures of 
Egypt,” and so it is and always will be with such 
spirits in every age of the world, until this re- 
proach shall be changed into the very glory of 
God itself. 

The number of young men on their way ta 
spiritual burial, who will listen to this man’s 
tongue of fire, to receive resurrection life and 
continue such works, will only be revealed when 
the risen Christ shall come again, not as a 
graduate of the manger and the cross, but as. 


CORNER STONES OF CHARACTER 123. 


the crowned King, bringing with Him all those 
who have shared with Him as ambassadors to a 
lost race of these greater works, to set up with 
them an eternal Kingdom in the “new heaven 
and new earth,” wherein dwelleth righteousness. 

No doctrinal sermons that were ever preached 
to dying men can compare with this man’s liv- 
ing testimony to the power of Christ to dupli- 
cate himself in human weakness, and make it 
the very thunder of His own power, to decide 
men’s minds as to whether they will serve God. 
or Mammon. 
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AXXIT, 


THE BIBLE. 


THE SOUL’S TEXT BOOK TO COMPLETE 
MONUMENTAL CHARACTER 


HAVE a well-grounded suspicion that all 

teachers of this Book have an undoubt- 

ing belief that, from every standpoint of 

its value to men, in business, as philoso- 
phy, or as spiritual food, it deserves a thousand- 
fold more attention from all classes than it ever 
gets. From the dawn of creation to the end 
of this age, the time is all too short to get 
even a glimpse, with our limited powers, of the 
bare fringes of only the outer garments of the 
world’s Creator from only a physical standpoint, 
“When the morning stars sang together, and all 
the sons of God shouted for joy,” at sight of 
worlds then created. Science and philosophy 
have been for ages grappling with these, with 
the law of gravitation and the telescope, and 
have onlv entered the vestibule of physical lore. 

The spirit in man has also for the same time 
been thirsting for a knowledge of the spiritual 
forces which brought into existence on earth 
such a Man as Jesus Christ, and such men as 
faith in Him has since given to the world. 

He has lovingly opened two volumes for 
men’s study. One in suns, stars and systems 
of worlds, writ large in His own vernacular. 
Another in our own language of letters, words, 
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sentences and treatises, to develop in man’s 
mind the sublime fact of His spiritual Kingdom, 
and its meaning for man. 

Every young man entering human colleges 
undergoes an examination, and then to succeed 
follows his tutors in the use of text books, all 
of which are based on God’s fundamental books 
of nature and revelation. All—both children 
and philosophers—read more or less of the first 
volume, and the reading inspires them in pro- 
portion as they take in first principles, and then 
the final analysis of seed time and harvest, food 
and clothing, and their relations to sunshine and 
rain, heat and cold; and whoso reads thus the 
theology of nature, and is not devout in some 
degree, must have had Satan instead of mind 
and conscience as a tutor. 

I remember, when a boy of seven years, 
watching, on my way to market with my father, 
a dense fog, transformed by the sun into silver- 
lined golden clouds with which to array in 
kingly splendor the sides and summit of a 
mountain, and J shall never forget the inspira- 
tion of that scene, nor my involuntary emotion 
of wonder and worship toward Him, to whom 
my mother had taught me to say in our own 
language, “Our Father which art in heaven.” 
They were God’s and our own language, melted 
into one in my mind, and both were instinct with 
inspiration to me, though too young to grasp 
all their meaning. 

As a man I visited the Yosemite Valley, and 
stood on “inspiration Point” with Governor 
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Oglesby and others. The scene, with a thunder 
storm to the right and a clear sky to the left, 
and standing nearly 4,000 feet above the valley, 
so filled Governor Oglesby’s mind with awe, 
that as the big tears coursed over his cheek, he 
exclaimed, “Great God, did ever anyone sup- 
pose there was such a place as this on earth!” 
The next day (Sabbath) that wonderful temple 
architecture of the living God, in sky, rocks and 
waterfalls, mingling its voices with the voices of 
living human temples inspired from above, made 
it holy ground. 

As a man I learned that the word “inspira- 
tion” occurred only twice in the Bible—once in 
the oldest book, Job, “there is a spirit in man: 
and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them 
understanding,” and next in Paul’s letter to 
Timothy, “All scripture is given by inspiration 
of God,” etc. Why? That His workmen may, 
by its study, be thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works. 

Solomon says, “The spirit of man is the candle 
of the Lord.” Inspiration, then, must be the fire 
that lights the candle, for we hear Jesus say to 
His disciples, “Ye are the light of the world,” 
and, “Let your light so shine,” etc. With this 
idea uppermost in reading the Bible, with a 
spiritual eye and heart, we expect it to show us 
our own mistakes instead of “the mistakes of 
Moses,” and in so doing, God’s Word in our 
own language will prove its own inspiration by 
inspiring us, as honest learners, but never when 
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we read it as faithless critics in search of an 
excuse for sin. 

The Bible will then be to us as it was to 
David, “sweeter than honey.” An honest reader 
is a hungry and thirsty reader, and such always 
absorbs the truth, and grows thereby, that he 
may claim the blessing, “Blessed are they that 
hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they 
shall be filled.” “Thy word is a lamp unto my 
feet and a light unto my path.” 

One never opens the Bible hungry for spiri- 
tual food, without always finding it a new Book. 
New lustre floods its pages with a divine light, 
as human eyes with heart intent feed on the 
loaves and fishes of a divine repast from the 
hand of God. I would advise students to begin 
the study of the Bible with John’s Gospel and 
the Psalms. 


PART I. 


LITTLE TALKS ON CHARACTER 
BUILDING 
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LITTLE TALKS ON CHARAGIZE 
BUILDING. 


L 
HOW ARE YOU, YOUNG MAN? 


HE latitude and longitude of this query 
covers more than can be answered at 
once by the best informed young men, 
and hence we will corner a part of it, 

and only ask for an answer to that part this 
time, viz.: “Is the house you live in well fur- 
nished and in first-class condition? If not, why 
not?” 

We pass a residence with a leaky roof, broken 
windows and paint worn off and we say: “The 
man who lives there doesn’t deserve a house to 
live in. He must be going to ruin himself, or 
he would keep his house in order.” 

I passed a young man on the street not long 
since who is old enough to own a house. His 
eyes twitched as though he had St. Vitus’ dance. 
As a boy—healthy and strong—he had learned 
the cigarette habit, and the house he lives in 
is in a worse condition than the other one, 
going to ruin as fast as the slave of a habit can 
travel on that road. He is the son of strong, 
healthy parents—physically—and he is a wreck 
before he is twenty-five. 

In the beginning God made a perfect man— 
physically—and then breathed into him the 
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breath of life, and a living soul had a perfect 
house to live in. 

Now, with nature’s laws obeyed the same 
thing is possible, and not otherwise, hence the 
coming men of today, who are soon to assume 
social, state and national responsibilities, should 
say to themselves as soon as reason dawns on 
their morning of life, “Are we doing all we can to 
make a physical temple of a living soul all that 
God intended it should be?” Take a look at the 
successful men in all the walks of life, and you 
will see stalwart frames—physically—as the 
corner stone of their achievements. 

Washington, Lincoln and Roosevelt are good 
examples of the working out of this basal law 
of nature in making men. 

The body is a composite of many members, 
making one complete whole, and no member 
can be abused without injury to all. Hence the 
inquiry should be made in working out the 
problems of life in each for the benefit of all: 
Am I using each member of my physical organ- 
ism as God intended it to be used? 

Perhaps a leaky roof, broken windows and 
other defects will answer your question in de- 
veloped facts, but happy are you if this initial 
inquiry opens reason’s eyes to forestall every 
desire to use God’s gifts contrary to His laws. 

We live in a phenomenal age, and young men 
are the hope of what is to develop in the future. 
The last hundred years of human history hold 
within their cycle a horoscope which is prophecy 
of what the next hundred years will be, and 
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should inspire young men with an ambition al- 
most heavenly. The world’s physical develop- 
ments are only the normal results of man’s per- 
sonal growth, beginning with physical, and end- 
ing with mental and spiritual endowments thus 
made possible. 

Show me a young man in perfect control of 
his physical nature, and I will show you in the 
future a matured man in all the powers of real 
manhood, who will make the world move in the 
right direction. 

Now, a square deal, young man. How are 
you? Has every demand of your physical na- 
ture been met with an answer dictated by the 
best interests of every part of the house you live 
in, from head to foot? 

I know, from eighty years’ experience in deal- 
ing with that house, what the answer will be, 
and I know also that the sure results of dis- 
obedience to fixed laws may teach you to say to 
future invitations of wrong impulses, “Get thee 
behind me, Satan. You cannot capture me again 
with that trap.” 

If not, yours may be the experience described 
by the poet: 

Vice is a monster of so frightful mein 
As to be hated, needs but to be seen; 


But seen too oft, familiar with her face, 
We first endure, then pity, then embrace, 
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I. 


HIS query, “How are you, young 
man?” was first directed to the investi- 
gation of the house you live in—‘“fear- 
fully, wonderfully made”’—by the 

Architect of the universe. The eyes and ears 
are the main windows in that house, by which 
physical nature is discovered and studied by the 
occupant, thus opening the way into God's 
university for a higher mental education. 

“There is a spirit in man and the inspiration 
of the Almighty giveth him understanding.” 
This is the real explanation of man’s greatest 
achievements. But there must be an inbred de- 
sire in every man’s mind to do things, before he 
will receive that inspiration. 

Tt does not take the teacher in school or col- 
lege very long to select from students of equal 
natural ability those who will lead their classes 
in feeding and clothing the intellect with the ele- 
ments of success, not only in the preparation for 
life’s duties, but in executing them when the 
time comes. The Godlike will power to choose 
our associates, and our methods of training the 
intellect, put into action, are the basis of that 
teacher’s judgment. If this will power is para- 
mount in physical training—as we all admit— 
how much more so in mental discipline. 

Young men should determine in their own 
minds never to be led by motives beneath their 
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own ideals. God made mules to be driven, but 
He made men to drive. 

I knew a small boy in my schoolboy days who 
used his will power to lead in all the classes to 
which he belonged. Today he is at the head of 
one of the most important committees in Con- 
gress, and was talked of by friends as a presi- 
dential candidate. I knew another with equal 
natural ability who made an assignment of his 
will power to low and unworthy motives and to- 
day he fills an untimely grave. Young man, be- 
hold the power of choice in these two examples 
as the sure index of the right and wrong use of 
that God-given power. You have only to open 
your eyes to see yourself in one of these cate- 
gories, as the prelude to your future history, 
good or bad. 

I wish I could induce every young man who 
reads these simple statements to deal with all 
temptations the same as Christ did, as illus- 
trated by a colored preacher at Vicksburg, dur- 
ing its investment by General Grant. Of course, 
there was a great deal of soldiers’ drill while 
waiting for the final scenes. The colored 
preacher chose to use that drill to illustrate re- 
ligious training. Said he: 

“My bsethren, I] heahs de Saviour speakin’ 
to de debil—‘Attention, Mr. Debil; right about 
face—tree paces to de rear—march to your 
quarters.’ ” 

It is much easier to lock the door against a 
thief than to cast him out after he has taken pos- 
session of the house. Temptations are only in- 
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vitations of the devil to do wrong, and it is 
every young man’s choice privilege to lock the 
door of his house against him, instead of open- 
ing it with an invitation to move in as the ruling 
power. 

Honestly, now, young man, whom do you 
want for a partner in all the affairs of your physi- 
cal and mental life, your Father, which is in 
Heaven, or “the father of all lies”? Here is the 
practical question that no one else can decide 
for vou. It is an individual matter and claims 
the honest attention of every son of Adam—who 
believed a lie instead of his Father’s word. 
Don’t make your grandfather’s mistake. 
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IT. 


NE may ask, “Why did our Father 
permit Satan to take such a promin- 
ent place in human history?” 

This query is not answerable ex- 
cept on one theory, and that is that our first 
parents, to be like God, should have the power 
of choice, not being obliged to follow out a pre- 
arranged plan of life made out by even God 
Himself without any personal responsibility for 
results. We must remember that our Father 
gave us command over His own physical crea- 
tions on our planet for our own benefit—a sort 
of partnership in working out His plan for us. 
What the result would have been if we had not 
changed it on Satan’s invitation, no one can 
imagine. It is ours, however, to inquire why we 
were permitted to listen to an invitation to dis- 
solve partnership with the Creator of all things 
—without notice—to run our own lightning ex- 
press to perdition, but for His immediate inter- 
position with promised relief. This permission 
must have been for our good, and the only ex- 
planation is, that we might find out by experi- 
ence what we were made of and how to use our 
powers for our own best good in the recon- 
struction that was then foreshadowed in the 
promise that “the seed of the woman should 
bruise the serpent’s head.” 

How one can be transferred from the devil’s 
scrapbook of death into the Lamb’s Book of Life 
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is a great mystery. “The wind bloweth where 
it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, 
but canst not tell whence it cometh and whither 
it goeth: so is everyone that is born of the 
Spirit” (John 3:8). I remember, when in Lon- 
don with Mr. Moody, at the close of his remark- 
able work there, seeing a dog-fighter turned into 
an evangelist. His first act after his transfer 
to the Book of Life from Satan’s scrapbook of 
death was to kill his kennel of fighting dogs, 
so no one else could ever use them as he had. 
Can anyone explain this change any more than 
he can the manner of man’s original creation? 
This case certainly informs us that in hearing 
and believing God’s word regarding redemption 
from spiritual death this man learned something 
that opened up a new world to him. There is 
certainly quite a difference between fighting 
dogs for a gambler’s bread and preaching the 
Gospel of such a wonderful grace to lost men. 
He was one of the happiest-looking men that I 
ever saw. 

“The smile that won’t come off” was put onto 
one of the ugliest faces that crime could make 
in the East End of London, and if such a history 
was necessary as a part of the training for this 
man to ascertain the necessity of the new birth 
and make him an heir of Heaven, may we not 
imagine that each one’s experience in running 
his own lightning express train to ruin—either 
in acknowledged crime, or in so-called honor- 
able business callings in life which only look 
after one’s own pocketbook or reputation—is 


138 CORNER STONES OF CHARACTER 


a part of God’s love plan for each one to ascer- 
tain his own spiritual status, and then choose to 
live a new life as God’s gift, or be responsible 
for the results of not choosing the right instead 
of the wrong in the affairs of this life? Then, 
instead of complaining, we should be thankful 
that trials and temptations may be made the 
stepping stones to higher resolves and loftier 
efforts to square our lives to the fact that, hav- 
ing failed today, we may succeed tomorrow by 
going to headquarters for directions instead of 
to the banqueting table of the apples of Sodom, 
with Satan as master of ceremonies, 
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IV. 


66 E not unequally yoked together with 

unbelievers” has saved many an 

honest Christian voung woman 

from a home that would not have 

been a perfect home, because Christ would not 

be welcomed as a guest by the head of the 
house. 

The promise and fulfillment that “the seed of 
the woman should bruise the serpent’s head” 
places her in human history at the head of all 
influences that make home, society and the state 
fit for the government of this wicked world. 
Consequently the query, “How are you, young 
man?” in your relations to Jesus Christ, is of 
more importance to her than to him, as the 
knowledge of the new birth in him may be the 
only thing determining her in making her decis- 
ion to become his life partner and the mother 
of his family. When we consider that most 
Christians were trained in Christian homes, 
where character was formed before they were 
twelve vears of age, we get a glimpse of the 
importance of being born again before we 
aspire to be heads of families, not only to the 
individual and the family but also to society and 
the state. 

Jesus said, “Suffer little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not, for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven.” ‘That is, a child’s faith 
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and trust is the only introduction to the King- 
dom of Heaven for adults. 

At twelve years of age He tarried in Jerusalem 
—after the feast—three days to teach the doc- 
tors and lawyers, who “were astonished at his 
understanding and answers.” Such incidents in 
Christ’s life should teach us that childhood is 
the time to imbibe His teachings. When His 
parents chided Him for the Jerusalem incident, 
He answered, “Wist ye not that I must be 
about my Father’s business?” thus giving us an 
example to follow. 

As all things are possible with God, I give 
here two cases of children’s conversion from 
the very worst of families through earnest per- 
sonal work. One was a very little boy who at- 
tended Moody’s Sunday school and became a 
Christian. He was wonderful in prayer. The 
mayor of Brooklyn heard him pray in the chil- 
dren’s prayer meeting and asked for an intr-- 
duction to him. 

Mr. Moody had in his school also the little 
son of an infidel saloon-keeper, who took him 
out of the school. Mr. Moody visited the sa- 
loon to get him back, and the father invited him 
to meet some of his infidel friends on the next 
Sunday morning to discuss the subject of Chris- 
tianity—each side to have a half-hour—the infi- 
dels to lead in the discussion. 

Mr. Moody took with him this Christian boy, 
whose mother had been an abandoned woman. 
The infidels’ half-hour was used up in a wrangle 
as to how to present their side of the case. 
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Then Mr. Moody called a halt, as his half-hour 
must be respected. He said, “I want my little 
friend here to pray as the opening of my side of 
the subject.” During the prayer the infidels 
left, one by one, till no one was there but the: 
father of the other boy, whom Mr. Moody 
wanted in his Sunday school. He not only got 
him, but the boy became a Christian, and when 
the Civil War broke out, enlisted in the Union 
army and went to the front as a Christian sol- 
dier. These instances prove that the child’s 
mind is easily moved by good influences. 

Thus it will be seen that the answer to our 
query as to Christian character in a young man 
depends very much on his early training. 
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V. 


HE query, “How are you, young man?” 

covers our threefold nature—body, 

mind and spirit. Having considered 

our physical and mental possibilities, 

we come now to that part of ourselves which 

most completely allies us to God as our Father. 

According to Bible history, God made man as 

the crowning act of creation, in His own image. 

As God is a Spirit, that image must have been 

a spiritual one, which leads us directly to a point 

in our query that must necessarily confine our 

inquiry to the relations of the mental and spiri- 
tual man. 

If it be true that spiritual death resulted from 
mental disobedience, was not that relation per- 
manently severed? It would seem so but for the 
fact that a Saviour was then promised who was 
to raise the dead spirit by the new birth into a 
new life conditioned upon mental faith in that 
promise. 

We can, however, observe facts, and come to 
a proper appreciation of results as convincing 
proofs that the original tragedy was enacted, 
and that the promised redemption was no myth. 

Individual and national history, from Adam to 
Roosevelt, and from Israel to the United States, 
gives all the proofs we need. And as each one 
individually is interested in this query of our 
spiritual relations to God—when dead, spiritu- 
ally—let us take an individual case that came 
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under my own observation during the Moody 
meetings in Chicago as an illustration. He was 
an educated lawyer, and had a beautiful wife 
and family in Indianapolis, whom he left to 
come to Chicago to gamble and drink himself to 
death, as he could not break himself of his hab- 
its. He came into the Moody tabernacle so 
drunk that he dared not sit down, and so stood 
holding on to a post while the audience sang: 

Sowing the seed of a tarnished name, 

Sowing the seed of eternal shame, 

Oh, what shall the harvest be? 

This hit him hard, but Mr. Moody read Scrip- 
ture which illustrated this condition of mind 
with a dead spirit, and then said, “If I. were 
bound by any habit I could not break and God 
would not answer my prayer for relief, I would 
burn my Bibie.” Thus, for the first time in his 
life, the wayward one saw a way out of his 
slavery through prayer, and was one of the first 
to go into the inquiry room when the sermon 
was over, to be raised from the dead by the 
Saviour that was promised away back in Eden. 

He went out spiritually alive and a sober man. 
I have heard him say many times since then, “I 
never after that had a particle of thirst for 
liquor.” He became a Presbyterian minister 
and labored for the raising of dead spirits until 
he was called to his reward. 

The necessity of a physical, mental and spiri- 
tual resurrection on the part of such men seems 
to be mentally recognized; while young men, 
full of physical and mental life, with a spirit out 
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of communion with our Father (which is death), 
do not recognize the necessity of the new birth, 
and so ignore the claims of Christ on their 
mental convictions. I could name dozens of 
such cases as I have mentioned which have come 
under my notice, and they are the best witnesses 
for Christ that one can summon to his help 
when doubts arise as to what each one should 
do with Christ. 

He is the grandest fact in human history— 
a fact which must be faithfully studied and be- 
lieved by all before the spirit can realize it. His 
life and words are no myth, but like the sun in 
the heavens, as a revelation of physical wonders, 
will reveal to any honest man’s mind spiritual 
marvels discernable in no other way. 

Christ said to inquiring Jews, in answer to 
their query, “What shall we do that we might 
work the works of God?” “This is the work of 
God, that ve believe on him whom he hath 
sent.” (John 6:26-29.) We cannot raise the 
dead, but He can. How is it that young men 
are often ashamed to confess their need of such 
a Saviour before their fellow-men, while they 
would be proud to have everyone know that 
they were personally and intimately acquainted 
with President Roosevelt? Strange anomaly, 
which proves their need of a new life. 

Honestly, young man, do you belong to that 
class of young men who would rather remain 
spiritually dead than bravely to confess their 
need and proceed to have it supplied, as did the 
man in Moody’s meeting? 


CORNER STONES OF CHARACTER 145 


VE. 


N UNION there is strength. As the Young 
Men’s Chistian Association’s real birth 
was the outcome of union evangelistic 
services, it is not surprising that the re- 

sults have been world-wide. 

As its members are required to belong to 
some orthodox church before they join, it is 
only natural that its great success should exert 
a reflex influence on the churches themselves in 
a move for a successful federation of such 
churches in England. A convention of such 
churches in Canada and the United States was 
recently held in New York to organize a federa- 
tion of all orthodox churches. 

Young men may well be proud of their united 
efforts in Christian work, when the churches to 
which they belong come together to formulate 
a plan for a practical union like unto theirs in 
its influence upon non-Christian minds, made so 
largely by church dissensions and heresy trials. 
Thank God such trials are now practically a 
thing of the past. The churches have found a 
better way to interpret Christ’s Gospel of salva- 
tion to all men alike who will honestly accept 
His teachings. 

The first and last heresy trial I ever attended 
was conducted so much like a criminal lawsuit 
by a doctor of divinity that I was thoroughly 
disgusted, which helped me to pray more earn- 
estly that young men might become more and 
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more a power for unity among all of God’s chil- 
dren. 

I have often thought that the associations 
have given their members so much more in- 
centive to active work than their churches have 
done, throwing on them the responsibility for 
results—instead of loading it all on the ministers 
and elders. God himself has shown to all alike 
that to work out one’s own salvation is the 
initial step and is preparatory to going after 
other young men. 

Formerly the Methodist church was the best 
representative of active work for others, in re- 
vivals, while other denominations depended 
solely on preaching, seldom asking for decisions 
as the ultimate end of preaching. 

In view of this the son of a Presbyterian elder 
who was converted at a Methodist revival was 
criticised by his father for his boisterous way of 
exhibiting his new life, and remarked that when 
he was established in his faith he would be more 
quiet in his Christian life. Soon after this lec- 
ture on the importance of a quiet method the 
two went into a grove for firewood, and loaded 
the wagon so heavily that the horses stalled and 
refused to move. The father very innocently 
asked what was the matter with the horses after 
whipping had done no good. “Well,” said the 
son, “I don’t know, except that they may have 
become established and think that doing noth- 
ing is the proper way to display horse dignity.” 
The old gentleman saw the point, and never 
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again criticised his son for vigorous work for 
others. 

All genuine Christians believe that Christ 
really wants His followers to imitate His ex- 
ample in His ministry to others instead of ig- 
noring revival services and their results. 

Mr. Moody, one of the fathers of association 
buildings and work in America and in England, 
not only spent his time but a small fortune in 
money in the Master’s work for others before 
his associates appreciated the extent of his con- 
secration in work for young men. 

One of the Sunday school teachers under him, 
having a class of thirteen girls from twelve to 
fifteen years of age, was a consumptive, and 
came to Mr. Moody one day to announce that 
he must go home to die, but could not leave, he 
said, until the members of his class had become 
Christians. 

Mr. Moody proposed to get a carriage and 
visit each one at her home until all were seen 
and asked to decide for Christ before the 
teacher left Chicago. This was done, and none 
could resist the appeal of her dying teacher. All 
gathered at a central home for a final meeting 
with the teacher and every one prayed and testi- 
fied of her recent determination for a change of 
life. The next morning before this teacher’s 
train for the East started, all of his class, with 
Mr. Moody, were there to sing some Sunday 
school songs and present their teacher with 
flowers and bid him good-by until the final 
meeting beyond. 
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This was Mr. Moody’s last decisive call to 
give up business and devote all his time to such 
work, which made him the foremost evangelist 
of his time and opened the way for a like work 
to be continued down to the present time. 

Dr. Torrey, now at the front in such work, 
was the pastor of Mr. Moody’s church, while 
Mr. Moody went everywhere, like the apostles, 
preaching the word. Now, with Mr. Moody 
translated, Dr. Torrey has resigned as pastor 
and is a worthy successor to Mr. Moody in a 
like world-wide successful work. 

Young man, may you not in some way emu- 
late their example in self-sacrifice for the salva- 
tion of others? 
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Vil. 


HE heinousness of sin is fully empha- 
sized by the fact that Jesus left the 
glories of Heaven to come to our 
planet as a man, to lead a solitary life 

—as to earthy companionship—for no one could 
understand His real mission until Pentecost 
opened blind eyes, and Gethsemane, Calvary, 
the resurrection and the ascension had prepared 
the way. All this transpired that sin might be 
atoned for and put away by the very One against 
whom it had been committed. Man was power- 
less to do it for himself, hence how our hearts 
should swell with gratitude and love to Him 
who alone could pay our debts, and get us out 
of moral and spiritual bankruptcy to be sons of 
God and heirs of all that He has to give to men, 
created in His own likeness and redeemed from 
the curse of disobedience. 

‘My impression is that there is too little 
thought given to the nature and effect of sin, 
either in the pulpit or the pews, and much less in 
a godless world immersed in it. The greatest 
of all sins is unbelief in Him who came into this 
world to put sin away by His own will power 
and sacrifice. It is very seldom now that one 
hears from the pulpit any such denunciations of 
sin as our Saviour proclaimed. For instance, He 
said: 

“Woe unto you scribes, Pharisees, hypocrites: 
how can you escape the damnation of hell?” 
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These were the church members of His day, 
with a religion of forms and ceremonies only— 
just the form of godliness without the power of 
it. Are there any near relatives of them in pres- 
ent-day Christian churches ? 

One preacher-evangelist who came to Chi- 
cago when I was a young man not only saw that 
there was, but blazed away at them with all the 
artillery of the Gospel armory, as well as toward 
those who have never joined a church. 

It was terrible to listen to his denunciations 
of sin and his description of hell as the result of 
it. It seemed to me that his plan was to frighten 
men into the Kingdom with the terms of punish- 
ment rather than lure them by the grace of love 
in forgiveness and putting sin away as if it had 
never been committed. 

The leader of a dance thought he would play 
a big joke by inviting this evangelist to it. He 
went and asked for this leader when the dance 
was about to begin, and said to him: “I got 
your invitation and suppose you were honest in 
asking me, a minister, to take part in the 
exercises. As you know my real business and 
have invited me here, it is but natural and 
courteous that I should begin the exercises with 
prayer.” This was assented to by the leader, 
and the prayer of about an hour’s length dealing 
with sin and its results broke up the dance. It 
was reported that many of those present went 
to hear him pray and preach in his church. 

Whatever we may think of this preacher’s 
style and of this incident, it is quite true that we 
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hear too little of sin and its effects from the 
pulpit and pews of the present-day church. 

Among Christ’s last words to His apostles 
were those in reference to the work of the Holy 
Spirit, which He promised should be sent to 
teach them after His ascension: “And when he 
is come he will reprove the world of sin and of 
righteousness and of judgment—oi sin because 
they believe not in me.” This, of course, means 
more than a mental faith—for dev:ls believe 
thus. It means to receive Him as [ord and 
Master of our lives. Only recently [ attended 
a Young Men's Christian Association evangei- 
ical meeting at which a college president and 
preacher spoke of sin in such terms that an infi- 
del hearer abused him in my presence as one 
not at all-in the line of his duty as a minister; as 
if sin were of very little consequence in this day, 
when selfishness seems to have engulfed a large 
proportion of the people. 

Young men especially should study these con-. 
ditions in worldly and church life and decide 
early that their lives shall not be built upon 
forms or ceremonies as Christians, nor in any 
sense of selfishness, which is the parent of all 
sin against our fellowmen. 

There is very little hope for a man who delibe- 
rately continues in known sin as a part of his 
daily life. 

Young man. if the Saviour not only came to 
this world to put it away as an act of His own 
in life and death, but has promised (if we are 
His) “in every temptation to make a way of 
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escape” is it not very evident that we, and we 
alone, are responsible for the results of continu- 
ing in known sin against ourselves and against 
“Our Father which art in heaven”? 

Nothing is more certain. Hence the sooner 
we surrender all to His will, the sooner will our 
lives bud and blossom for the right. 

“Sin sears the conscience, hardens the heart’s 
first emotions and instincts, stains the delicate 
beauty of the affections, puts us out of touch 
with spiritual impressions, and steals from life 
its glory, its music, its joy.” 

Read this to prove all these statements. 
Agrippina murdered her husband to enthrone 
her son Nero. Nero put her to death to retain 
that throne, played his fiddle while Rome was 
burning by his orders, and to crown his hellish, 
sinful character, put Paul and Peter to death as 
witnesses for Christ. This is only a part of one 
sinner’s life in high station. Could we have a 
more impressive picture of sin and its results? 
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VII. 


HE recent convention for church fed- 
eration held in New York with 700 
delegates from over thirty different 
churches, representing 18,000,000 or- 
thodox members, marks a notable epoch in the 
history of Christianity. A requirement similar 
to the constitutional rule of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association was enforced, in that dele- 
gates had to be members of churches which be- 
lieved in the inspiration of the Scriptures and 
the divinity of Jesus Christ. The Young Men’s 
Christian Association being over fifty years old 
as an organization emphasizes the fact that 
those 700 delegates were all personally acquaint- 
ed with its history in its increasing influence 
upon the church and the world. 

Our Master prayed while in the flesh that all 
His disciples then living and those to come 
after them might be one, as He and the Father 
were one. For what? That the world might 
believe in His mission and work as the Son of 
God as well as the Son of man. 

These delegates knew that since the one build- 
ing in Chicago was erected for the use of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association, they had 
seen a girdle of them around the globe built 
as the result of its work for young men. From 
a few members in 1850 they realized that now 
millions of Christian young men in all countries 
were working together for a world-wide Chris- 
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tian brotherhood. 1 remember that some of 
these churches fifty years ago were opposed to 
the Young Men’s Christian Associations and 
kept their young men from joining them. Today 
in this union convention of all the churches such 
congregations have learned their mistake and 
vote for a federation which indorses the work 
of the Young Men’s Christian Association as. 
the John the Baptist to the churches, to intro- 
duce them afresh to the Saviour’s prayer in the 
seventeenth chapter of John’s Gospel for a 
present-day answer to it. 

Union evangelistic meetings held by the 
Young Men’s Christian Association were the 
most impressive fruit of the great revival of 
1857-1858, and were what made the Young 
Men’s Christian Association the power that it 
was and is in the Christian world. 

When the churches themselves shall empha-- 
size the recent federation in New York with 
such union efforts, “the world” will believe 
more than ever before in the claims of the 
Christian religion upon the time, talents and 
influences of every class, for the betterment of 
society, especially in the spiritual life that Christ 
came to give “without money and without 
price.” The unity of the spirit in the bonds of 
peace should fully absorb the ministry in such. 
work, as it did in the first Young Men’s Chris-. 
tian Association, composed of the Nazareth Car-- 
penter and the Galilean fisherman, when Pente- 
cost gave Peter 3,000 converts, from the Jewish. 
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throng that crucified the Christ, under his first. 
evangelistic sermon. 

Young men of today, behold what a power 
for good the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion has been and give it more of your prayers 
and your united work in our Lord’s vineyard, 
which is the wide, wide world, devoting your 
efforts to that part nearest to you, under the 
command of Jesus himself,—“Go work in my 
vineyard.” 
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1P.%, 


HAT the Christian religion has done 
W for mankind since the Roman as well 
as the Jewish government sought to 
blot it from the face of the earth is seen in so 
many things that infidels and agnostics are com- 
pelled to recognize the changes that have occur- 
red, and no intelligent student of history and its 
causes is now found to credit evolution or any 
other child of scientific philosophy with the re- 
sults attained. But the evil influences before 
the flood, which doomed the race to destruction, 
and called for another experiment to convince 
men of their need of regeneration, are not now 
unrestrained as they were in early history. 
Individuals, corporations and governments 
are now careful to cover up unholy and dishon- 
est agencies and practices with the blanket of 
assumed respectability before attempting to 
launch their schemes to mislead the public mind 
and purpose. When discovered in their decep- 
tive methods in hypocritical garments they are 
exposed, and no matter how high up socially 
and intellectually, are notified by the public con- 
science to come down from their manufactured 
thrones of hypocritical influence and sit with the 
common thieves in the commercial and social 
world’s estimate of character. Power, as in 
Nero’s time, has been transformed into weak- 
ness, under the rays of the Son of Righteousness, 
raised above the moral horizon of human history 
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by “the bright and morning star” of the ages. 

Christ is crucified in these times, not by being 
nailed to the Roman cross through the clamor of 
high priests and their coadjutors, but by being 
hypocritically set up for worship in many of 
the high places of business and social life, while 
the worshipers are operating under cover of 
mutual (?) life insurance officers and of other 
heads of business ventures on the capital of the 
working public with salaries of $50,000 to $150,- 
000 a year taken from laborers toiling for $450 
to $4,500 per annum to pay premiums on mutual 
(?) life policies. That is, the policy-holders are 
mutually bled to that tune by their liberty-lov- 
ing officers working for official investments. 

Government by the people and for the people 
as defined by Lincoln, is now getting ready and 
soon will strike the blow to relieve the people 
of such hypocrisy in this Christian country. 

It is also getting ready to relieve the people 
of the worse evil, viz., an open saloon on Sun- 
day in large cities and of all saloons in town- 
ships and counties which vote to expel them. 
All this advance movement of reform has 
come mainly because the Christian churches 
have formed a practical union to stop this giant 
evil all over the country just as soon as it can 
be done, considering it the worst menace to 
popular liberty and good government with 
which we have to contend. 

All good citizens say amen and join the 
churches in this work of saving our country 
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from a worse curse than Negro slavery ever was. 

I remember being at a Keeley Cure con- 
vention some years ago, when a saloon-keeper 
who had taken the treatment requested mem- 
bership in the Keeley League. A very intelli- 
gent gentleman rose to oppose it and said: 

“When I remember my first drink as a young 
man; when 1 remember what followed years 
after, in leaving a loving wife and child the 
better to gratify a craving appetite for drink; 
when I remember coming here for a cure at a 
brother’s expense, and of having to write home 
for the location of that wife and child, and of a 
letter from her just received informing me that 
I would be welcomed home again, but only to 
find her alone, the child having died in my ab- 
sence, and when I remember that this cursed 
saloon-keeper intends to return to that business 
to ruin other men, I must protest against his 
being a member of the league, which represents, 
in all its members, opposition to a business that 
ruined them all, from the highest to the lowest 
strata of society.” 

I then learned from him that he was the son 
of one of our most prominent vice-presidents 
of the United States. 

The one returned to the forgiving wife to be a 
man again. The other returned to his liquor- 
selling business to be a creator of brutes, as a 
recruiting officer for hell itself. Thus we see 
that all classes yield to the desires of the flesh 
and all alike need Jesus Christ as a Saviour from 
themselves before they can be true men again, 
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X. 
F, «cra has been, in the development 


of Christianity and civilization, the fore- 

most government of the world. Why? 
Because her merchants, as the result of their 
leading the world in maritime facilities in early 
times, opened the way for missionaries to go 
not only to her colonies but to all nations with 
which England traded. Her manufactured art- 
icles were exchanged for the raw materials 
which she needed to supply her manufactories 
with the necessities of their business. 

Hence we should expect to find among her 
citizens the most influential Christian men. It 
was such men that invited Mr. Moody to come 
to England to give his evangelistic spirit a 
world-wide influence, by giving him financial 
and moral backing in his work. It was my 
privilege to be with him in the closing months 
of his campaign in London—the largest city in 
the world. 

He would not allow any collections for his 
use, but depended on voluntary gifts from those 
who were interested in his work. One rich 
man I knew quite well said to me, “How can 
I get $1,000 into Moody’s pocket without of- 
fending him?” 

I answered, “By letting him know that you 
wish to do it for Jesus’ sake alone and not for 
anything he has done in carrying on the meet- 
ings.” 
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Gladstone said to Mr. Moody after hearing 
him speak to 25,000 people in Agricultural Hall 
and making them all hear him—as many more 
being outside who could not get in—‘“I wish I 
had your voice.” Mr. Moody responded in- 
stantly, “I wish I had your head.” 

Such meetings and such men coming to listen 
to him soon gave him a hearing that few men 
ever had in that country, from noblemen down 
to the slums. Let us take a look at a few of 
them. 

One, a very rich man, began his Christian 
work in the slums among the worst boys in 
London, in connection with another young man, 
now a lord, and ended it by organizing a 
technical school to teach them trades, as well as 
the English language, and preached to them on 
Sundays till he died. He gave $50,000 to $75,- 
ooo a year to the school’s support, until the 
government endowed it. 

One poor young man opened homes for or- 
phans and destitute children and organized for 
them schools, in which they might learn trades 
as well as English literature. Then he sent 
them to Canada and other colonies to bless the 
world instead of cursing London as grown-up 
outcasts. 

When he died, lords, dukes and plain, rich 
business men were giving him $350,000 a year 
to carry on his Christlike work, and the only 
asking he ever did was to put in his school 
paper a photograph of the orphan when he en- 
tered the school, and another of him when he 
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was sent out to make his own way in the world 
by blessing others with the results of his train- 
ing at that school. Such men have made 
England what she is in world history. 

Here we see no pretense, but only whole- 
souled Christian work. They never head “Woe 
unto you, scribes, Pharisees, hypocrites.” But 
they will hear in the Better Land, “Inasmuch 
as ye did it unto one of the least of these, my 
brethren, ye did it unto me.” 

A young man I met in Moody’s meetings was 
Henry Drummond, then a college student, but 
since a prominent author as well as a Christian 
worker for young men. Some years after I 
heard him speak in the Duke of Westminster’s 
house chapel to members of parliament in the 
afternoon, and at 12 o’clock at night on the 
streets to the cabbies and poor people who 
flocked to hear him. About this time he wrote 
his first book, “Natural Law in the Spiritual 
World,” for which he was criticised as a heretic 
by some who called themselves Christians, but 
who never preached to the poor on the streets 
in the night without pay, in money, while they 
bought and read a theological treatise written 
by a rich and educated man who never went to 
church, nor gave a cent to charity, nor lived as 
Christ expects His servants to live, viz.: as liv- 
ing examples of their Master, who said, “Fol- 
low thou me.” 

Mr. Drummond referred to this intellectual 
Christian in one of his books as an example of 
mind-training while the heart was left in ig- 


162 CORNER STONES OF CHARACTER 


norance of Christ as “the way, the truth and 
the life.” 

Young man, which class of Christians will 
you choose as an example to follow? 
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XI. 


HEN the Saviour asked His disciples, 
W “Whom do men say that I, the Son 

of man, am?” Peter answered, “Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” The 
Master then replied, “Upon this rock I will build 
my church and the gates of hell shall not pre- 
vail against it.” Here we see in Him by His 
own testimony, God and man as a revealer of 
both to the mind of all who will listen to His 
words, and act upon them as members of this 
invincible church. For 300 years after Christ’s 
crucifixion the Roman government opened wide 
the gates of hell to destroy that church. Peter 
and Paul—the corner stones—were murdered 
by Nero, and yet in that 300 years the church 
had grown to such proportions in numbers and 
influence that the Emperor Constantine made 
it the state church. In that role it became (not 
an apostolic, but an apostate church) so power- 
ful that states were made subservient to it, until 
all the governments of Europe became its co- 
partners in the name of Christ to open all the 
gates of hell still wider than Nero did, to make 
martyrs of millions of the real followers of 
Christ, who would not worship the church of 
Rome instead of Christ, until in 1500 Luther 
came on the scene to prevent this apostate 
church from selling indulgences to commit all 
sorts of sin, which Christ came to denounce, 
blot out and forgive. 
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Could there be anything more like hell itself 
than this? From Luther’s time the reformation 
began, and has continued until martyrdom by 
and for one’s religious faith is abolished by all 
churches and governments, and the greatest na- 
tions on earth are called Christian nations, 
for the reason that individual citizens have been 
made earnest Christians and have molded these 
governments for Christian liberty, instead of 
hellish despotism. In the last 100 years or less 
the leaders of these nations have colored the 
map of the world with more religious freedom 
and industrial progress than all other genera- 
tions of men. 

In view of these wonderful facts the query, 
“What shall I do with Christ?” should be at 
once transformed into a royal reception for 
Him, in which all powers delegated to men 
by God should be invited guests—in the head 
and heart of every young man who is not now 
a Christian. To induce such decisions we should 
deal with physical and spiritual miracles in all 
ages as God’s invitation to a partnership with 
Him to every man who will accept His teach- 
ings. 

May we not also for a moment open wide 
God’s picture gallery in the book of nature as 
another inducement for everyone to form that 
partnership? 

Every plant and flower is just as much be- 
yond our comprehension as an existent fact as 
was the raising of Lazarus, while in grander 
language, “The heavens declare the glory of 
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God and the firmament showeth his handy- 
work.” 

lt was my pleasure to sleep one night under 
a blanket on the Rocky Mountains—15,000 feet 
above the sea. Waking early in the morning in 
that clear sky and dry atmosphere, it seemed 
that the stars were so near together that there 
was room for no more. As day began to dawn 
they vanished gradually, until only “the bright 
and morning star” was visible, and soon that 
was gone as the glorious sun captured the whole 
horizon, 

Christ says of himself, “I am the bright and 
morning star.” As I saw the unnumbered mil- 
lions of stars fade away, leaving only that one 
to introduce the light of day, I had a most vivid 
lesson, that the flowers could not give me, of 
what it means to worship Him instead of the 
multitudes of earthly influences and facts which 
must fade away like these stars when the last 
day comes for earthly sight—‘There will be no 
night then.” 

Young men should first of all in making a 
life program choose Christ as supreme in all 
the walks of life. They are to be the fathers of 
the next generation as well as the political, re- 
ligious and industrial architects and builders of 
the environments that are to mold those chil- 
dren for the continuation of human history. 

The church, against which “the gates of hell 
shall not prevail,” is still surrounded with perils, 
but of a different sort from those in Nero’s 
time. Intellectually able and educated men as 
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higher critics challenge Bible history, and all 
young men that choose to follow Christ’s teach- 
ings instead of the most intellectual and culti- 
vated instructors who have not chosen Christ 
for their teacher, can aid in lessening those 
perils. They may not shine like Luther, Wesley 
of Moody, as character builders, but they may 
shine as the stars forever and ever because of 
their honest work for Christ, when He shall 
judge all men according as they have listened 
to His words—John 12:46-48. 
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AIT, 
H =: careful good business men are and 


should be to ascertain the real charac- 

ter as well as the ability of those they 
employ. Their daily habits are looked into with 
a carefulness which indicates that they are sure 
their own success depends on honest and com- 
petent employes. No mere pretender to all the 
business virtues ever gets into their employ if 
they can help it. 

Just so our Father in Heaven is looking after 
employes who will work for Him first, while 
they remember that in so doing they are ac- 
complishing the most possible for themselves, 
the same as an employe in a business house who 
in this way is on the road to a partnership. 

Hence our Saviour in the beginning of His 
ministry said to an inquirer: “The hour cometh, 
and now is when the true worshiper shall wor- 
ship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the 
Father seeketh such to worship him.” 

Soon after this, He came into contact with 
scribes and Pharisees, whose religion was based 
on ceremonies, with no spirit or real worship in 
it, and He said, “Woe unto you, scribes, Phari- 
sees, hypocrites; how can ye escape the dam- 
nation of hell?” The inquirer was a poor sinner 
who accepted Him as the Christ and became an 
evangelist (see John 4), while the scribes and 
Pharisees began to plan His death, and rested 
not until He was nailed to a cross between two 
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thieves, pretending all the time to be God’s 
servants in such work. See Matt. 23 for Christ’s 
anathemas on hypocrisy. 

There is nothing in Demosthenes’ orations 
against Philip, nor in Cicero’s orations on 
Cataline that begins to compare with Christ’s 
invective aimed at the religionists of His time. 

They were scoring temporal kings for brutal 
injustice to their people. He was characterizing 
hypocrisy. But listen to His real words to His 
murderers: 

“OQ Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest 
the prophets, and stonest them which are sent 
unto thee, how often would I have gathered 
thy children together, even as a hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wings, and ye would 
not.” 

Here we see the difference between Christ’s 
spirit and theirs. He came to save from sin, as 
well as to redeem all, and not to destroy men’s 
lives, then as well as now. 

Christlike preaching is to reach the people’s 
hearts with Bible truths, and prayer is the real 
preacher’s dynamo which makes it effectual, but 
only when the hearers are impressed with the 
fact that the minister is in dead earnest as God’s 
servant, and is not in the pulpit to show off him- 
self to his hearers in religious services. Such 
ministers always have devoted congregations, 
and usually large ones—rain or shine. 

No one is so justly condemned in human so- 
ciety as the man who pretends to be your friend 
and loses no chance—unseen—to stab you in 


CORNER STONES OF CHARACTER 169 


your back. Young man, be careful to be a true 
friend of Jesus Christ, who said, “Ye are my 
friends if ye do whatsoever I command you.” 
Then you will never crucify Him. Think of a 
friend who is careful in your presence to obey 
your every command in service, but the moment 
your back is turned taking an easy chair! Such 
men never get to be partners, either with God 
or man. 

Real Christians give themselves and their 
money to Christ’s cause, not to be seen of men 
but of Him who said, “Go work in my vine- 
yard.” 

Yes, and I know Christian men in the United 
States who have put millions into Young Men’s 
Christian Association and mission buildings and 
their yearly expenses, whose names never get 
into the newspapers, like Carnegie’s in building 
libraries. If they were all counted up they 
would make a host compared with a few promin- 
ent names that always get into the newspapers 
when they give money to benevolent objects— 
“to be seen of men,” perhaps. 

These men doing such work are the basis of 
a Christian nation, and its consequent civiliza- 
tion. However, many members of Congress 
cannot be counted among them. It is true that 
the House and Senate open their sessions with 
prayer by common consent, and any pro- 
nounced unbeliever in the Bible and Christ and 
His teachings could not get there, nor ever be 
elected president of the United States. Most of 
our presidents, from Washington to Roosevelt, 
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have been Christian men. Lincoln, Garfield and 
McKinley were all praying men—and were as- 
sassinated by frenzied evil agents evidently 
‘under the Satanic influences of slavery and 
anarchy, perhaps the very product of too much 
liberty given to our citizens under our Christian 
civilization. But such men cannot be elected to 
any office, however low down, which indicates 
the political virtue of our public sentiment. No 
party would nominate men for any public office 
who would even associate with them, to be seen 
of men, being proud of their depravity. 
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XII. 


T HE all-important question for every 


young man’s personal decision is: 

“What will I do with Christ?” We will 
assume that most young men mentally accept 
the Bible as the Word of God and that it was 
given to us, not only to reveal Him to men, but 
to reveal men to themselves. One revelation is 
the complement of the other, and both are 
necessary in making our life decisions. Christ 
is the central Figure in both the Old and the 
New Testament as a remedy for disobedience to 
our Father’s will, as we see when we honestly 
read our Bible—one Testament for history and 
prophecy and the other for facts of Christ’s life. 

Moses and Elias were prominent figures in 
the Old Testament. Moses was a type of Christ 
in leading the Israelites out of temporal bond- 
age, while Christ releases us from spiritual 
bondage. 

Listen to Moses 1,500 years before Christ 
came—Deu. 18:15: “The Lord thy God will 
raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of 
thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye 
shall harken.” 

Listen to Elias 700 years before Christ was 
born—TIsaiah 9:6: “For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given: and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall 
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty 
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God, the everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace.” 

Listen to the angels at His birth—Luke 2: 
11: “Unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 

After He had begun His ministry He took 
Peter, James and John to the Mount of Trans- 
figuration to meet Moses and Elias, the Old 
Testament prophets, to converse. with them 
about His decease. Here a cloud overshadowed 
them and the voice of God out of the cloud 
said: ‘This is my beloved Son; hear ye him,” 
and Moses and Elias were gone, as if God would 
say to all men of all times, “The prophecies of 
Moses and Elias are fulfilled, and you are now 
to listen to Christ for the words of life.” 

Could anything be more solemn or more im- 
pressive as to what our Father in Heaven would 
have us do with Jesus Christ? 

Now, hear Him after such august introduc- 
tions, centuries before He came, by these 
prophecies, as to His power over human lives; 
John 5:24: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, he 
that heareth my word, and believeth on him 
that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation; but is passed from 
death unto life.” 

Nothing could be more simple and plain as to 
how we are to deal with Jesus Christ as a per- 
sonal Saviour, viz., believe and receive eternal 
life. To reject Him and His word is to crucify 
Him afresh as a personal act of our own, the 
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same as believing and receiving is our personal 
act. 

No one can possibly do it for us. Will you 
stand with the priests and Levites, crown Him 
with thorns and crucify Him with the mocking 
words, “He saved others, himself he cannot 
save,” or will you stand with Mary Magdalene 
and Joseph of Arimathea as worshipers and 
take the gift of eternal life? 

I call to mind in this connection the case of 
a wealthy sporting man who invited a recent 
convert at Mr. Moody’s London meeting to go 
with him to a theater. The convert accepted on 
condition that the other would go with him to 
the Moody meeting the next evening, which was 
assented to. The result was that the sporting 
man was convicted and converted with all his 
family. He sold his sporting horses and turned 
his house into an evangelistic headquarters for: 
his class. When Mr. Moody was invited to Ox- 
ford to address the students they planned to 
break up the meeting, but one of this man’s 
sons heard of the conspiracy and took the plat- 
form with Mr. Moody. Being a great favorite 
with the college athletes, he prevented an out- 
break, and many became Christians. He is now 
practically the head master in one of London’s 
most useful polytechnic schools for young men, 
and a brother has long been a missionary in 
China, giving most of his time, talents and 
fortune to that work. 
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ALY. 
oT: HE heavens declare the glory of God 


and the firmament showeth his handy- 
work,” 

This is God’s first book, created before man 
was, that when he came on the scene he might 
behold enough to convince him that there was 
a Great First Cause; and so David, thousands 
of years after the fall of Adam, when sin was 
rampant, wrote the above statement of God’s 
existence and power as a part of His second 
Book, written in human language to convince 
fallen men that He was responsible for their ex- 
istence as well as their restoration. 

All men read this first book, and very few 
doubt the existence of its Author. Very few, 
comparatively, read God’s second Book, written 
in human language, and some who do, deny its 
Authorship, 

One reader who did not deny the Authorship 
wrote this: “All scripture was given by inspira- 
tion of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction in righteousness, that the 
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furn- 
ished unto every good word and work.” This 
writer had ample opportunity to observe the 
effect of reading and believing this second Book 
of God’s Authorship upon those who made a 
study of it, as well as the effect on others who 
denied God’s Authorship of it—one an obvious 
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blessing and the other a visible curse to so- 
ciety. 

And it is quite apparent in human history 
from that time down to the present that those 
who believe and act upon its teachings for per- 
sonal blessings, and those who deny them, are 
the lineal descendants of those who lived in 
Paul’s time. What better proof can there be of 
the Authorship of the Bible as a whole and of 
the effect of its teachings upon human charac- 
tere 

Look at Nero and Paul as characters of their 
time, as to their influence on society, and in 
later times at Voltaire and Rosseau, and at 
Wesley and Whitfield for a like purpose. Is 
there anything unfair in these practical facts 
being presented to the human intellect as proof 
of the Authorship and effect of Bible teaching? 
If there is, I cannot see it. 

It is apparent now that there is a good and 
evil spirit behind human thought and action, 
whatever may have been the fact in Adam’s 
time. So let us look at the good and the evil 
of today from that standpoint, and then it is 
easy to go back to Eden and diagnose human 
history from the time that God’s first command 
was disobeyed. If Adam and Eve were induced 
to hide from the presence of God after their dis- 
obedience, is not every know sin—now—the 
basis for denying Bible history as an imaginary 
protection from its judgments against the in- 
fraction of law, which is known to be beneficent 
in its intent and results? 
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It is quite easy to deny the truth. The evil 
spirit always does that, as he was “a liar from 
the beginning,” but it is not so easy to do away 
with it. For instance, Jonah’s and Noah’s his- 
tories are so preposterous to our natural minds 
(as all supernatural incidents are) that we natur- 
ally incline to disbelieve them. Christ, however, 
refers to both as facts. 

Shall we ignore His testimony? Again, Bible 
history of the race before and since the flood 
does not leave out vile acts of the fallen men 
referred to, and hence wise (?) men ask, “Could 
God write such a history ?” 

Of course, men, in writing the history of their 
disobedient children, would leave out every 
incident to their discredit, to save their reputa- 
tions with readers of it. But God indited the 
history of His disobedient children for the bene- 
fit of the whole race that was to come after them 
that they might know themselves, as led by the 
evil spirit the same as Adam was, and look for 
the remedy promised to him and his progeny. 

This is manifestly concentrated beneficence 
and not a horrid misrepresentation of a kind 
Father. How could He otherwise so fully mani-. 
fest His love to man? 

For honest men to know their failings is the 
sure road to reform. Dishonest men may 
deny the record, and foolishly imagine that this. 
does away with sin and its punishment, but 
that does not alter God’s decrees. 

Sir Walter Scott, one of Scotland’s most intel- 
lectual authors, when dying asked his valet to 
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bring him “the Book.” “What book?” was 
asked. The reply was, “There is but one Book.” 

How true that nearly all others paint human 
nature in glowing colors, and leave out such 
acts as would make them counterparts in detail 
of God’s Bible portrait. 

The main object of this portrait of human 
nature is to introduce, in contrast, one of the 
Christ, who is to obliterate the sin colors and 
replace them with His own imparted glowing 
tints of righteousness and true holiness as fore- 
told in Isaiah 9:6: “For unto us a child is 
born, unto us a son is given, and the govern- 
ment shall be upon his shoulder; and his name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince 
of Peace.” 

Frederick the Great had Voltaire for a teacher 
-and did not believe the Bible, though his court 
minister was a Christian. He asked the minister 
to give him one sentence from the Bible to prove 
its truth. The latter replied, “Your Majesty, 
I do not need a sentence, one word—Jews— 
more than proves its genuine origin to be of 
God.” 

What a history to prove the fall of man and 
his possible redemption from it, when the 
prophecy in Isaiah 9:6 was fulfilled and the 
evidence of it in personal experience has never 
been absent since our High Priest entered 
Heaven as our Substitute, after paying the pen- 
alty of our sins with His own blood. 

I have one case now in mind that I know 
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very well. <A boy of ten years ran away from 
home and finally turned up on the Pacific 
Coast among gambling miners to become a 
drunkard and a gambler of the very worst type 
—cheating his companions out of over $3,000 
in an evening’s game, which compelled him to 
leave the place or be shot. 

He finally determined to take his own life by 
drowning to get rid of himself. He wrote to his 
brother of his intention and on his way from the 
postoffice to the bridge, from which he had de- 
termined to throw himself, he passed a church, 
heard singing and went in. While there, with- 
out an invitation, he went forward and asked 
the minister to pray for him, was converted, and 
instead of going to the bridge to die he went 
back to the postoffice for the letter to his 
brother and wrote him another one, giving his 
experience. 

He then got a place in the Young Men’s 
Christian Association that partly paid his board, 
and when dunned for all of it said, “The Lord 
will provide.” The landlady answered, “I want 
your money, and not your religion.” He went 
to the postoffice and found a letter without a 
signature with a check for $50 in it and a state- 
ment that it was “the Lord’s money.” He went 
and showed this letter and the check to his land- 
lady, who soon became a Christian. Other 
friends finally raised $700 and sent him to the 
Moody Bible Institute, for which he gave his 
note, which during the year was sent to him 
cancelled. 
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That man is now in a successful business for 
himself, supports two Gospel missions, and as an 
evangelist addresses many church congrega- 
tions. He is a great speaker, but makes per- 
sonal work the main object of his life. 

One by one, hand-picked fruit seems to be 
his peculiar calling, with the Bible for his text- 
book. Would to God that every Christian, and 
especially every minister and every school and 
college teacher, had his passion for souls and a 
holy ambition to save the lost through personal 
work. 

Young man, account for this case if you can 
outside of this Great Physician’s personal prac- 
tice on a human body and soul. 

This is what was promised by Jesus to His 
disciples—after all His physical miracles were 
seen by them—in John 14:12-16: “He that be- 
lieveth on me, the works that I do shall he do 
also; and greater works than these shall he 
do, because I go unto my Father.” “And I will 
pray the Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you for 
evern: 

This is only one sample in our day of this 
“greater” work. Not only the filthy physical 
house that this man lived in was cleansed, but 
his dead spirit, out of communion with God and 
ied by the devil, was “born from above.” He 
could then say, “Get thee behind me, Satan.” 
Now he is leading hundreds into the same bles- 
sed experience. Glory to the name of Jesus! 
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XV. 


N THIS age of Bible criticism and doubt as 
] to the origin and authority of the Scrip- 
tures, it has occurred to me that physical 
miracles are needed just as much as when Christ 
was on earth. Very many men will only believe 
when they can see with their own eyes the work 
of God. There are doubting Thomases still 
who must see before they will believe. 

‘Would you think it possible that God would 
now work miracles to enable such men to be- 
lieve? Consider this: 

On May 31, 1904, near Moody’s church, the 
pastor being a witness, a young man said to 
three companions with whom he had spent the 
evening: 

“I do not believe there is a God any more 
than Mr. Ingersoll did, and I won’t believe until 
He strikes me deaf and dumb.” 

Hardly were the words spoken before he fell 
unconsicious. His friends sent for a physician 
and the pastor of Moody’s church. When he 
came to himself he wrote on a piece of paper, 
“Did you see the flash?” 

They had seen nothing, and the doctor said 
there were no physical conditions that could 
produce such a result. Then the pastor wrote, 
“Do you now believe there is a God?” 

The young man wrote: “I do, and I intend to 
serve Him hereafter. My query will be Paul’s 
words, ‘Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?’” 
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The comrades of this stricken youth were asked 
the same question and made the same answer 
that the young man had made. 

Thus here in Chicago faith came out of a 
physical miracle to four young men. 

It behooves us all to settle our personal rela- 
tions to Christ on the testimony of His own wit- 
nesses and not on the beliefs of Ingersoll, whose 
sin of unbelief is the greatest of all sins in the 
presence of such ample evidence of His power 
to save and keep all who have trusted Him. 

The Saviour said to His disciples: “Ye are 
my witnesses unto the uttermost parts of the 
earth.” A witness in court is one who knows 
the facts of the case on trial. We have not only 
the written testimony of the disciples, but the 
results of all Christian influences since then. 

A doubter may ask, “How do we know that 
the facts stated about Christ and in Jewish his- 
tory, in this Bible, are true?” I would answer, 
in the words of another, “because no man could 
invent them if he would, and no man would if 
he could.” Let us summon two Bible witnesses 
and one of today. 

Peter, what do you know about Christ?” 
Hear him answer: ‘Why, Brother Andrew in- 
troduced me to Him as the Messiah, and He 
called me to follow Him. I did so, but found 
that He had no farm nor bank stock, and so 
made up my mind to go back to my fishing for 
a living. I labored all night and caught noth- 
ing. In the morning He stood on the shore 
and told us to cast the net, and we would find 


182 CORNER STONES OF CHARACTER 


fish. We did so, and our nets were filled im- 
mediately. 

“On coming to the shore He said: ‘Follow 
me, and I will make you fishers of men.’ And 
T said to my partner that we could trust Him 
for our bread and meat after what we had seen, 
and we left all to follow Him. 

“On the day of Pentecost He told me to cast 
my Gospel net for men, and, would you believe 
it, I caught 3,000 in my first haul and 5,000 in 
the next. Do you think I was wise in choosing 
to fish for men?” 

“Well, Paul, what do you know about 
Christ ?” 

Listen to his answer: 

“T was at Stephen’s trial, heard him sen- 
tenced to death, and saw his face shine as he 
prayed for his murderers, and I was one of 
them. I went to Damascus to bring Christ’s 
disciples to Jerusalem to be punished, when who 
should appear to me but Jesus himself, brighter 
than the sun, blinding my eyes, and a voice said, 
‘Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? What 
more could I say than, ‘Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do?’ He said, ‘I will make you an 
apostle to the Gentiles.’ I went to Jerusalem to 
see Peter, and he invited me to the Mount of 
Transfiguration, and said: ‘Paul, you know 
Moses—the head of our church—wrote of 
Christ, “Him shall ye hear.” And I heard the 
voice of God out of a cloud say: “This is my 
beloved Son; hear ye him.” Moses and Elias 
were there, but when that voice ceased they 
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vanished. Our Jewish church was then forever 
superseded, and you have done well to join 
Christ’s church.’ ” 

Now, Chicago sinner, what is your testimony 
as to present-day miracles? Here is the case of 
a man whom I knew well, but I give no names. 
This is his testimony : 

“From a child thief I became a man thief and 
drunkard. I had been twenty-seven times in 
prison for my sins, and then I concluded to 
drown myself. On my way to Lake Michigan 
for that purpose the Pacific Garden Mission at- 
tracted me. I went in and heard the testimony 
of saved men as to how they had been made 
new creatures in Christ Jesus. And then the 
invitation was given to any who wanted salva- 
tion from sin slavery to come to the front. I 
went forward for a new life instead of going to 
death in Lake Michigan, and now I am the hap- 
piest man in Chicago.” 

Young man, these are only three witnesses 
taken from millions since the beginning of 
Christ’s work for lost men. Can you reject such 
testimony and say that you want nothing better 
than what this world can give you, while all 
these ages Christ says through such witnesses, 
“Come unto me”? 
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XVI. 


a | S THERE no balm in Gilead, is there no 
physician there?” was the cry of a Jew- 
ish prophet who had read the Father’s 

promises and was sure that there was, and then 

asked, “Why, then, is not the health of the 
daughter of my people recovered?” 

This was in little Palestine, the home of 
Israel, of which Mr. Beecher said: “Saving 
one little, insignificant corner called Palestine, 
the whole continent of Asia might be turned 
bottom side up into the gulf of destiny, and not 
one worthy idea would be lost.” Why? Be- 
cause they knew not God. 

The promise of a coming Physician was all 
that the Israelites had, while today the whole 
world can look at the cross of Calvary and 
listen to that Physician saying, “And I, if I be 
lifted up, will draw all men unto Me,” and on 
that uplifted cross He uttered those significant 
words, “It is finished.” ‘And the veil of the 
temple (which kept the common people out of 
the holy of holies) was rent in twain from the 
top to the bottom,” signifying that the way to 
the heart of God was again opened to every son 
and daughter of Adam by this Great Physician, 
never again to be closed, and the Eden promise 
was fulfilled—“The seed of the woman shall 
bruise the serpent’s head.” 

The promise of a remedy followed close on 
the heels of the sin of disobedience. Four thou- 
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sand years was a long time to wait. God’s ways 
are not our ways. A voluntary sin needs the 
voluntary choice of a free remedy, and hence the 
result must be thoroughly demonstrated before 
the necessity of the remedy would be apparent. 
Hence when Christ came, the culmination of the 
evidence of the necessity of a Saviour Physician 
was printed on every page of 4,000 years of hu- 
man history. 

Disease, mental and physical, was the com- 
mon fruit of sin, and so, when He came, His first 
work was to heal the physically sick, and multi- 
tudes flocked to Him for healing. They knew 
they were sick, and they knew that the blind 
were made to see. Lepers were cleansed, the 
deaf and dumb were made to hear and speak, 
and the dead were raised. It was not hard work 
to come to such a Physician when healing was 
certain, 

And when these evidences of His power to 
heal physical diseases were complete, the prom- 
ise came that He would send another Physician 
after He went back to Heaven to heal the soul 
as well as the body by the indwelling presence 
of God’s Spirit, and Pentecost witnessed the re- 
sult of such a healing. The apostles were no 
longer afraid of the murderers of their world’s 
Physician for sin-sick human souls, and those 
murderers cried out, “What must we do to be 
saved ?” 

The answer came: “Believe in the Christ you 
have crucified; make a public confession of your 
faith in Him by being baptized, and ye shall be 
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saved.” Three thousand were thus healed by 
listening to the first sermon of Peter, the man 
who a few days before had denied three times 
that he knew Jesus. Could there be any better 
evidence of soul healing by the Great Physician 
coming into human lives as a living presence 
and power? 

The moral map of the world has been changed 
by this Soul Physician since Peter’s sermon 
opened the door for Him to come into human 
lives, not in creeds and ceremonies but in a new 
life, “born from above,” and not by human phi- 
losophy. Some one will say, “If I could see 
my sin, as the man born blind could see after 
the touch of Jesus, 1 would at once come to. 
Him for soul salvation.” This seems quite rea- 
sonable, and yet it is true that most men know 
when they do wrong and continue in it, and call 
it personal liberty instead of slavery, as it really 
is, until it becomes second nature to them. Wit- 
ness the drunkard and the gambler. 

The Great Physician while on earth did not 
look on such sins as He did on the sin of un- 
belief in Him to be what He claimed to be, and 
so He promised to send a Spirit Physician to 
“convince the world of the great sin, because 
they believed not on him,” and thus open the 
way for them to hear Him say: “Come unto 
me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in 
heart; and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
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And those who obey will hear another speech,, 
“Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the founda- 
tion of the world.” 

Rest unto the soul is what the sinner needs, 
now and here—a mind healer, which is the Great 
Physician’s greatest work—and yet many men 
are so benevolent toward God that they cannot 
imagine Him capable of creating a spirit that 
would so rebel against its Creator as to merit 
punishment, and this in the presence of the his- 
tory of an Alexander the Great, a Nero and a 
Napoleon, all seeking only their own arrand- 
izement, while millions of human beings were 
sacrificed to their greed for power and position. 

Shall we listen to such soul teaching, and see 
nothing but an airline spiritual railroad to 
Heaven for a Nero as well as a Wesley or a 
Moody? Or shall we listen to Christ, who said,. 
“Woe unto you, scribes, Pharisees, hypocrites, 
how can ye escape the damnation of hell?” And 
at last, again, “Depart ye cursed into everlast- 
ing fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.” 

Suppose they are college graduates, with 
every degree ever given to a human intellect in 
the development of mind; will that atone for the 
rejection of Christ as a personal Saviour, be- 
cause such men say, “The Bible and Christ and 
all His miracles are only myths for feeble- 
minded men?” Nay, it is God’s revelation of 
himself to a race needing the Great Physician 
from Adam down to Roosevelt, and whose re-- 
ception as such, from A. D. 39 down to 1907 
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has made ‘new creatures in Christ Jesus’ of 
some of the worst specimens of sinners, as well 
as of the Moodys and Roosevelts, who never 
followed Nero or any of his like?” 

Tt would seem to me that human beings—cre- 
ated in God’s likeness, forfeited by disobedience, 
growing worse and worse physically and mor- 
ally until Christ—compared with such nations 
as have accepted Christ as the Great Physician, 
and have been growing better and better in 
every element that makes manhood—should 
convince self-worshiping disciples of Voltaire, 
Tom Paine and Colonel Ingersoll that Christ 
and the Bible are solid realities and not myths, 
which can never be discredited by any human 
or Satanic agency—in or out of college. 

Facts come to stay, and only distorted imag- 
inary theories, woven out of selfish minds and 
hearts will “depart” under orders for their 
own chosen company, when Christ comes again 
“in power and glory’—not in a manger—ac- 
cording to the program of the angels who at- 
tended His ascension after He had commis- 
sioned His disciples to preach His Gospel to 
every creature, and said, “Lo, I am with you 
unto the end of the world.” See J. Cor. 1 :29-31, 
for God’s plan to spread the knowledge of him- 
self. 

There is no room for college higher critics in 
this program of Paul, the educated apostle’s, for 
feeding the Good Shepherd’s sheep and lambs 
with spiritual food, as Peter did on the day of 
Pentecost. Whoever heard of the preaching of 
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such men opening the highways to a knowledge 
of God for men hungering and thirsting for 
righteousness? 
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X VI. 


; OUNG man, do you need a physical mir- 
acle to introduce you to Christ in the 


presence of 1,900 years of Christian his- 
tory? It is not strange that the Jews required 
miracles as the only introduction to faith in 
teachers claiming to come from God. Their 
national history began with Moses in that role, 
and before then the whole race except one 
family was destroyed by a flood, and long after 
that two cities also with fire and brimstone, be- 
cause of disobedience to God’s will. 

Then comes Christ with His unparalleled 
record of all miracles, and all of mercy to indi- 
vidual slaves to sin, as the promised Saviour 
from the effects of that disobedience. 

Young men need only to read secular history 
before and since Christ’s birth to convince them 
that He is the promised Saviour from the date 
of man’s fall down to date. Present-day mir- 
acles in the light of that history are only added 
testimony to what has gone before of the 
wonderful love of “Our Father, which art in 
heaven,” to rebellious and prodigal sons, who 
have looked only for what gives present but 
fickle enjoyment to the lower, and not the 
higher nature of man. 

I will now give one case that came under my 
own notice. In Mr. Moody’s busiest time in 
building up his mission Sunday school a lame 
man with one hip out of joint from his birth, 
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came on the scene: and took part with him in 
visiting the homes of the poor to get their chil- 
dren to school. The walking so intensified 
the pain that he went one Saturday night to a 
surgeon to see if anything could be done. On 
his way back to his room he said to himself, 
“God made me, why can’t He mend me?” In 
his sleep that night he dreamed that he went to 
the surgeon, who took a knife, cut open his hip 
and set it. He was so frightened that he woke 
up, and on getting out of bed found both legs 
the same length. He had to have the high heel 
taken off his lame leg shoe before he could walk 
with any ease. Then without a cane he went to 
his work with Mr. Moody. 

At the close of the children’s prayer meeting 
in the evening, he invited Mr. Moody and my- 
self to go home with him. When we reached 
his residence he stood at the bottom of the 
stairs and said, “See me go upstairs.” He 
went up two steps at a time on the run. We 
followed him upstairs and found him weeping 
like a child, and he then told us how he had 
suffered all his life with that lame leg and how 
it was healed. 

I went to see his family at Beloit to inform 
them of what had happened, and to verify his 
story that he was born with hip disease, and 
found his remarkable statement corroborated. 

As he never made any public statement of this 
event, I came to the conclusion that it was one 
of Mr. Moody’s lessons from God himself, to 
prepare him for his great work. This man was 
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a phenomenal personal worker with inquirers 
and in prayer, and in such work was an ex- 
ample of great value to Mr. Moody. 

Now, young man—reader of these remark- 
able facts—remember that all the past and all 
the present, in God’s dealings with men, com- 
prise the evidential witnesses, which are only 
meant by infinite wisdom to prepare your mind 
to act for yourself first, and then for as many 
more as that wisdom, joined with your will 
power in the new condition, may lead you to 
influence by your personal experience and ef- 
fort, in answer to our Lord’s command, “Go ye 
into all the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature.” 


CORNER STONES OF CHARACTER 193 


X VII. 


HE worship of God in sincerity and in 
| truth is “the handful of corn in the top 


of the mountains.” Give it time and 
“it will shake like Lebanon.” It is not so with 
men or nations without such worship. 

The Chinaman of today without Christ is the 
Chinaman of Confucius’ time. The Negro with- 
out Christ today still kneels to his fetich the 
same as of old. The Hindu still enslaves his. 
wife, until the banner of Christ’s cross gives. 
him a look at himself as a sinner. The South 
Sea Islanders, until that banner was unfurled 
among them, still fed on human flesh, and 
everywhere on the broad earth since Cain killed 
Abel as the first bitter fruit of the fall in human 
experience, the visible depravity of the race has 
been read in large capitals, in every tribe and 
nation on the face of the earth. If evolution 
has had anything to do with men where God 
was not worshiped, it has been a down-grade 
evolution, the best possible proof that Satan 
first planted the seeds of depravity in human 
hearts and minds. 

It is important to grasp these facts before we 
look at the picture as it has been changed by 
the real worship of God, individually, socially 
and nationally. The miracles of the New Testa- 
ment are as nothing compared with the changes 
that have come over the whole face of society in 
Christian countries in the last two centuries— 
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especially in the last sixty years. Those were of 
an individual character to inspire faith in Jesus 
as the world’s Saviour. These are the realiza- 
tion of that fact in its cosmopolitan character, 
worked out among the nations since Christ went 
to Heaven, and commissioned His disciples to 
herald the world-wide Gospel to every creature. 

The devil’s human rubbish of 4,000 years has 
stood in the way of that message, and most of 
the nearly 2,000 years since Christ came have 
been freighted with his big guns leveled at every 
earnest attempt to “bruise the serpent’s head,” 
until Satan, as if to deceive the very elect, now . 
organizes formal churches in Christ’s name as 
his last effort to rule this world. The United 
States is the headquarters of such institutions, 
as if Satan would say: 

“Moody and Sankey and Torrey and Alexan- 
der have gone around the world from the United 
States to capture it for Christ. Why should not 
my agents in human form spend their energies 
there to let the world know that the Gospel is 
a delusion and a snare by using their tools to 
deceive the descendants of Adam and Eve with 
false churches ?” 

The United States, with 250,000 miles of rail- 
roads, more than one-half the mileage of the 
whole world, indicates that our country is in- 
deed another Garden of Eden, where “the seed 
of the woman” has been planting institutions 
which today have made it the wonder of the 
world. 

The sincere worship of God, and not idols 
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made by human hands, spells out the reason 
for our pre-eminence over heathen countries. 

Young men may well study these historical 
facts as the basis of correct decision in the 
formation of character, both for this world and 
the next. 

When the Pilgrims, driven from their homes 
by persecution, landed in Massachusetts, this 
continent was only the abode of Indian tribes 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific. The true wor- 
ship of God gave the pilgrim band a first mort- 
gage on this garden of the world, which is now 
foreclosed into a warranty deed signed, sealed 
and delivered by the hand of Providence, in a 
history which needs only to be read with care to 
recognize that hand on every page. 

The song of the angels on the plains of Beth- 
lehem, when Christ was born—“Glory to God 
in the highest and on earth peace, good will t9- 
ward men’—might well be made part of our 
national anthem, in view of what Christianity 
has done to mold our nation into the world’s 
real musical model for all sorts of progress— 
physical, mental and spiritual. 

I remember reading how a great musician 
went into a cathedral and asked the chorister 
for the privilege of playing on his organ. He 
finally consented, and never before had that 
organ filled the cathedral with such heavenly 
music. The chorister was charmed. Young 
man, Christ himself is pleading for the privi- 
lege of playing on your harp of a thousand 
strings, a tune that shall charm every fiber of 
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your being. “Behold, I stand at the door 
knock. If any man will open the door, I 
come in to him and sup with him.” Don’t re- 
fuse Him. Oh, such a Guest makes Heaven 
near! r 
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XIX. 


HE first sermon preached by Peter em- 
phasizes the fact that not only he himself 


but all who heard and believed his tes- 
timony were the prophetic heirs to the same 
power that made him a “fisher of men.” There- 
fore the query, “What will you do with Christ, 
young man?” is a present-day query, just as 
important as in the year A. D. 31, when the 
Pharisees said of Peter’s converts, “These men 
are full of new wine ;” to which Peter answered, 
“This is that which was spoken of by the 
prophet Joel: ‘And it shall come to pass in 
the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my 
spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy (preach), and your 
young men shall see visions, and your old men 
shall dream dreams; and on my servants and on 
my handmaidens, I will pour out in those days 
of my spirit; and they shall prophesy (preach).” 
Acts 2:16-18. 

Here, then, is your patrimony, young man 
or maiden, in answer to your faith. Not a 
creed, a theory, but a Person who gives power 
over all evil tendencies, power to say, “Get thee 
behind me, Satan.” : 

Peter had heard Christ’s Sermon on the 
Mount (Matt. 6:19-34), which culminated in 
verse 33: “But seek ye first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness, and all these things 
shall be added unto you”; and in another place, 
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“An hundredfold now in this time and in the 
world to come, eternal life.” 

Reader, remember, He who made this world 
and all things that are therein, was the Author 
of this wonderful admonition and promise. 
Give Him what He asks for, viz., a kingly re- 
ception in your heart and mind, if you would 
inherit the promise. It is very simple. You 
cannot work a miracle, but He can, and nothing 
but a miracle can transform human ambitions 
and aims into Christlike desires. The multi- 
tudes of physical miracles which He performed 
while on earth to inspire faith in His Messiah- 
ship are only trifles compared with the miracle 
of Pentecost, in character transformation. That 
day comes down to us, and to all coming gen- 
erations of men, as the crowning miracle of all 
ages, because it transformed men and women 
to represent Christ in influencing others to 
accept Him as Lord and Master. 

Never before then had men been empowered 
to represent God himself, as the human agents 
to transform murderers into worshipers, with 
the simple testimony of their own experience. 

A few days before, Peter, with caths, denied 
that he knew Jesus, being afraid of the power 
that had arrested his Master. Now he boldly 
charged them with murdering Him. Why? He 
is now Peter, supplemented by the divine energy 
of his Master, and is therefore invincible. 

Herod, after killing James, John’s brother, 
and seeing that it pleased the Jews, arrested 
Peter also, and put him into prison for a like 
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purpose. Bound with two chains and sleeping 
between two soldiers, an angel loosed his chains 
and bade him follow him, and the iron gate of 
the prison opened of its own accord, and Peter 
was Christ’s free man, again to fish for men. 

He did not now fear even death itself. Why? 
Pentecost had made him a new creature in 
Christ Jesus, which explains, not only his char- 
acter, but that of every martyr who since then 
has gone to the flames rather than deny Him, 
as we all would without Christ’s aid. 

During the Boxer persecution of Christians in 
China, I read of a native Christian minister who, 
with his church members, was offered amnesty 
if they would recant. They refused, and before 
they were decapitated, he prayed thus: “O 
Lord, thou knowest that it is easier to die a 
martyr’s death than to live a martyr’s life. 
Help us not to deny Thee as Peter did, in this 
trying hour.” Why this difference? Peter was 
not even arrested, but these heathen Christians 
stood before their executioners to be beheaded 
rather than deny Christ. 

There is only one explanation. Peter was not 
yet endowed with power. He was only Peter. 
The Chinamen were so endowed and could not 
be disloyal to the Giver. 

Since the day of Pentecost none are excluded 
from this Heaven-born privilege. “Whosoever 
will, let him take the water of life freely,” means 
everyone who wills to come. Have you come? 
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XX. 


ECENTLY I happened into a meeting of 
R young people in Chicago, which assem- 

bles every Monday noon to pray and 
think out means eventually to destroy the liquor 
habit. On cards of invitiation to attend and 
help in the work it was designated as “Chicago 
young people versus the devil.” 

It struck me that this was the proper point 
at which to begin the conflict with Satan—with 
young people. It is hard to reach old people 
who have been all their lives led by Satan in the 
saloon or any other evil army, but young peo- 
ple, whose eyes and ears are open to see and 
hear the results of evil habits, are good material 
to enlist against such habits. Bible teaching 
was the theme depended on in this young peo- 
ple’s meeting. 

How true it is that the Bible—properly read 
—is a mirror in which men and women can see 
themselves as the best preface to prevention of. 
sin, or to reformation from it, if obeyed! This 
accounts for so many infidel scholars’ charging 
the Bible with teaching the very errors that it 
only reveals to honest seekers after truth, be- 
cause it is so much easier to ignore God’s Word 
than to allow themselves to be condemned by it. 
It reminds me of Queen Elizabeth’s smashing 
a mirror because it revealed to her not only the 
white hair of age, but the wrinkles and faded 
color of her once young face. But that did 
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not make her young, any more than a sinner’s 
denying the truth of the Bible teaching can 
relieve him of his moral obligations to his God 
and his fellow-men. 

It only reveals the fact that Satan is still 
alive and busy, the same as in Eden, deceiving 
men with the idea that disobeying God’s law 
makes them into gods worthy of their worship. 

It is not now in His order to make, unre- 
strained, men and women so wicked that a 
flood would be the only remedy for their sin. 

Go to Monte Carlo, where kings, princes and 
the wealthy men and women of society go to 
gamble—another of the most subtle games of 
satan to destroy character, as does the saloon. 
Beside the graves of hundreds of suicides— 
having taken their own lives because Satan had 
taken all their money—you will find a church 
that cost $1,000,000, built by the stockholders 
of Monte Carlo’s gambling palace, as if that 
would atone for their sin in making themselves 
the authors of suicides! It is the devil’s church, 
where a man can go while his bank account is 
made up of the money of the suicides in its 
cemetery. Such is human nature under the 
leading of the serpent of Eden, rather than of 
the Man of Nazareth. 

Let the young man listen to God’s Word— 
Prov. 23:31—“Look not thou upon the wine 
when it is red.” When tempted to drink and 
when tempted to gamble for another man’s 
money without giving any value received, re- 
member, “Thou shalt not covet anything that 
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is thy neighbor’s,” “for covetousness is called 
self-idolatry.” And if he obeys God’s Word he 
will neither be a drunkard nor a gambler—two 
characters nearer relatives to the devil himself 
than any others in the list of transgressors 
against one’s self in dealing with our fellow- 
men. 

I remember, when a poor farmer’s boy, liv- 
ing next to a rich farmer who had rum on his 
table, and boys to taste it. Forty-four years 
later, when a man in business in Chicago, it 
was my habit to go to the bridewell on Sundays 
to talk to the prisoners. At one of those meet- 
ings, the youngest of that rich farmer’s grown- 
up boys was an inmate, with delirium tremens. 
His father had taught him to love whiskey, and 
mine had taught me to hate it. His father be- 
came poor because of his habits, and mine then 


owned his own farm. Wrong teaching and: 


right teaching in youth make the differences 
in the men and the boys. 

“Vrain up a child in the way he should go, 
and when he is old he will not depart from it,” 
is another little Bible precept that finds ample 
proof of its divine origin in the history of men 
and women. This incident is only one of thou- 
sands which blot the history of this age, for the 
want of such training. 

Young men, look at these pictures and never 
paint one that you will be ashamed of. 

There never was a time in the history of the 
world when young men could know and do 
more for themselves and others than in this 
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twentieth century of the Christian era. Why 
the last sixty years should have done so much to 
demonstrate, physically, mentally and _ spirit- 
ually, the Fatherhood of God and brotherhood 
of man is a mystery known only to God him- 
self in the evolution of His Kingdom among 
men. Some wise Bible scholars tell us that it 
is a prophecy of the second coming of the Christ 
in the near future to assume the Kingship of 
this world, not from a manger in a stable, in 
a barbarous age of idolatry, because there is 
no room for Him in the inn, but in power and 
great glory; because for nearly 2,000 years He 
has been preparing the way for that second 
coming, promised by himself when He left 
this world, by bringing men and nations to think 
and act as though they belonged to one family. 

Whether such a view is correct or not we 
have the Master’s own direction—‘‘Watch, 
therefore, for ye know not what hour your Lord 
doth come. Therefore be ye also ready; for in 
such an hour as ye think not the Son of man 
cometh.” So the all-important thing is to ac- 
cept Christ as a personal Saviour in our daily 
duties, as the only rational and Biblical prep- 
aration for His coming as our King and Judge. 
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XXL. 


HY is it that in the last hundred years 
W all of the great advance in civilization 
as we now see it has had its origin? 

Why did not Greece, with its superior intel- 
lectual ability, and Rome, with its world-wide 
political power, unite to give their age what we 
have today? Why did one of the great intel- 
lectual teachers of Greece and Rome teach 
twenty different ways of committing suicide? 
Why did Nero, the Roman emperor, take the 
lives of Peter and Paul, the two foremost dis- 
ciples of Jesus Christ, and play his fiddle while 
Rome was burning as a result of an act of 
his own? 

The three last queries can be answered in 
short—that God was not then known or wor- 
shiped, though intellectual Greece erected an 
altar “to the unknown god,” but men worshiped 
themselves in the intellectual and political power 
that they wielded in making others bow to them, 
destroying them if they did not. 

Intellectual power, used as it then was, to 
give the physical and mental being the most 
enjoyment in the shortest time, soon made them 
know that that kind of life was not worth liy- 
ing for such a purpose, and so the art of shuf- 
fling off this mortal coil when the power to 
enjoy life was ended was the zenith of an in- 
tellectual agency age. 

If intellect and political power could have 


CORNER STONES OF CHARACTER 205 


given them our civilization, surely they would 
have had it, for they built Roman roads 
throughout the known world to augment their 
political power, and thus made it possible for 
Paul as the apostle to the Gentiles to obey the 
Master’s command in a very comprehensive 
sense, “Go ye into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature.” And it took only 300 
years to make the Gentile church, thus enlarged 
by Paul and others, so powerful that Rome 
made it the state church. In course of time that 
world-wide government went out of existence, 
but the church of Christ, endued with power 
from one high at Pentecost, still exists. It 
did not need Roman power or Greek intellect 
to insure its existence. He who said, “Go ye,” 
also said, “Io, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world.” And down to date 
that promise has been fulfilled, and has made 
present-day civilization not only possible, but 
a natural result of a divine agency overruling 
human devices not in accord with it, and in- 
dorsing the coming of Christ as God’s last 
world-wide effort to redeem, elevate and en- 
noble mankind. 

England and the United States are giving the 
most money and the most men to carry on such 
a work, not under Greek intellect and Roman 
power—though endowed with them—but under 
the blood-stained banner of the cross of Cal- 
vary, carried aloft in the conflict against sin 
by the Wesleys and Whitfields of England and 
by the Edwards and Moodys of the United 
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States, in the language of love and not of the 
largest minds and the biggest guns. 

We might go farther back than Greece and 
Rome in reading that all-conquering language 
of love as against intellect and guns, and find 
Egypt with her monuments of intellect and 
power, with her pyramids and Karnac columns, 
which no nation since has equaled in mechani- 
cal skill; with her Alexandrian library of 700,000 
volumes, written from the ages before Moses 
until Mahomet’s time, when his successor 
burned it with the comment that if it agreed 
with or differed with the Koran, it made no 
difference, as that book was all that was then 
needed. 

Mahomet, in trading with Jerusalem, being 
the agent of a wealthy woman, had learned that 
the Bible was the basis of Jewish pre-eminence, 
and conceived the idea of writing the Koran 
to immortalize himself. This he did, but what 
good has his book done to the race? Let 
Turkish history answer, and then compare it 
with the history of nations built up and made 
great by the influence of the Bible on their 
leading men. 

Before the days of railroads, two college 
graduates happened to have for a stage coach 
companion a Quaker minister, who believed 
that now, as in the days of the apostles, the 
Spirit must move men before they attempt to 
teach Jesus’ precepts. These intellectual giants 
began a discussion to undo the Quaker. It 
closed by one of them saying that he would be- 
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lieve nothing that he could not see with his own 
eyes—referring to Christ’s miracles. Right here 
the Quaker was moved to speak, and said: 

“Young man, can thee see thy brains?” 

“Of course not,” was the reply. 

“Well,” said the Quaker, “does thee believe 
that thee has any?” 

This closed the discussion and left the Quaker 
the king of that stage coach. 

England has had some of these intellect wor- 
shipers. I remember reading of John New- 
ton’s having a valued friend of this kind, who 
ignored the Bible and said that all things came 
by chance. They were both great students of 
astronomy, and so Newton devised a plan to 
make his friend ashamed of his “by chance” 
theory of creation. He had made for him an 
astronomical globe by one of the best artists of 
London, under his specific direction, and had it 
placed in his library, where his friend was to 
meet him on a certain day to talk over astro- 
nomical facts. 

The globe arrested the friend’s attention at 
once, as a wonderful production of intellect and 
art, and he exclaimed: 

“Why, Newton, where in the world did you 
get this magical work of art and star know- 
ledge?” 

“Oh!” said Newton, “I came into my library 
yesterday, and here it was. It came entirely 
by chance, just to convince tne of the truth of 
your theory of creation.” 

His friend saw the point at once—how impos- 
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sible it was, and, if so, how impossible that the: 
heavens which declare the glory of God could 
have come by chance, if this human picture of 
them could only come by the design of a scholar- 
and the expert work of the artist who made it.. 
As a result he became an earnest Christian. 
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XXII. 


T was my privilege to attend the Illinois 
| Presbyterian synod which was invited in 

a body to be present at the installation of 
the new president of the state university at 
Urbana. Our state university has 3,000 stu- 
dents and the largest college Young Men’s 
Christian Association in the United States. 
Thus the great state of Illinois has a strong or- 
ganization of students who believe in Christ 
as a personal Saviour. 

This is a significant fact for all young men 
to consider who are not Christians, as a tonic 
to give them a motive to decide at once this 
greatest of all life questions, viz., to be a Chris- 
tian. As citizens of the United States, which 
is the richest and strongest nation on earth, 
they should remember that the origin of our 
government was in religious persecutions; that 
Washington’s prayers at Valley Forge and his 
faith and work in leading his army made this 
possible, and that Lincoln’s prayers in the 
White Hcuse saved us from ruin. Its status 
today—physically—was set forth in the Pres- 
byterian synod by an eighty-four-year-old man, 
who had watched the growth from his mission- 
ary office. 

The proportion of the world’s products cred- 
ited to the United States was given as follows: 
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Per cent Per Cent 
Corns. ea ae eae 84° Trond .p econ eee 35 
Cottonet carina 70) Goal}. daisten ereeeee 42 
OUP ee ee a ees SOx! Goldidicce ede ee ee 30 
Steelers nck tens ecneG 40° Wheat: Anscecact eee 22 
Manufacturers ......... 36 


The young men of today will be integral fac- 
tors in continuing the opening up of the pres- 
ent-day richest nation on earth and in develop- 
ing its inconceivable possibilites. They will add 
to its wealth of property, brains and religious 
activity, if they will take the past and present 
history as an example and an incentive to in- 
creased energy. 

The facts here given emphasize the truth of 
all history, that the nation or individual with 
the largest civil and religious liberty will make 
the most in the shortest time of the natural 
wealth of a country, which is only God’s raw 
material put into our hands, to work up into 
the best uses for the general good of the race. 

Our nation is only a little over a century old 
as an independent power, and these wonderful 
facts indicate that our best men have known 
how to make a nation famous notwithstanding 
the fact that a third of our population is of 
foreign origin. 

Very many of these of foreign extraction are 
among our best citizens, while some are of the 
very worst class. These latter come for the 
most part from countries where civil and re- 
ligious liberty is not recognized as an agent of 
the body politic, because of men who have lost 
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their faith in any church. Hence the importance 
of our young men studying these questions hon- 
estly and faithfully with a view to acting for 
themselves as the only preparation to work for 
the general good. 

Our treatment of Jesus Christ here will be 
the basis of the judgment that will be passed 
upon our lives in the final decree fixing our 
destiny for all eternity. If our work here is 
done with that conviction uppermost in our 
minds and hearts, we need not fear the very 
gates of hell. For He lives in us (if we are His 
children), and we are now the only living ex- 
pression of the Saviour; whom ransomed men 
can see in this life, if we let our light—bor- 
rowed from Him—shine as He commands in 
Matthew 5:14-16 in His first sermon. 

Would to God that I had the power to make 
every young man in America see the impor- 
tance of forming such a co-partnership with 
Him who made all worlds and all men for His 
own glory that they might continue the work 
He began on earth and left them to finish. 
They are to be the fathers of all future gen- 
erations of men—physically. They are also to 
be the fathers of all future generations, spir- 
itually, as co-workers with Christ. It all comes 
about by individuals being used in prayer and 
personal work to compass that mysterious fact 
—the grandest fact in human history since 
Christ’s ascension—to be born again by the 
Spirit of the living God. 

This comes through the personal worker’s 
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overflow of that Spirit. No one can overflow 
for the benefit of others, in any calling, until 
he is himself full. In the Acts of the Apostles 
it is also reiterated, “And they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghost,” and results always fol- 
lowed. Is there any reason why such refer- 
ence should not now emphasize the real power 
of Christianity; as it did then, after Christ’s 
ascension? If so, where is it found? 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and 
forever. Hence, if we allow Him to command 
our powers, as His representatives, results be- 
yond our power of comprehension must follow 
our witnessing for Him. 
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XXII. 


HEWN we consider that men best ac- 
W quainted with the Bible in actual life 
—other things being equal—are the 
most useful in everything that ennobles the 
race, we have an unanswerable argument for 
the largest circulation and use of the Scriptures 
by the rising generations, who are to make 
future history for men and nations. We have 
only to nationalize the results of such work to 
know without fail which are the most prosper- 
ous and progressive for themselves and of the 
most use to other nations in the evolution of 
every element of manhood that tends to unify 
the nations as interdependent sons of a common 
Father. 

Let us take first the lowest argumentative 
elements to substantiate this statement and in- 
quire where unskilled labor of all kinds receives 
the least and the largest remuneration. We 
find, without exception, that in the heathen 
lands, with no Bible, and no gods but idols of 
their own making, such labor receives only six 
to twenty cents a day, according to the relative 
demands, while in the United States, where 
there is the most civil and religious liberty 
among the masses, because of the use of the 
Bible among all classes, it will average more 
than one dollar per day. Next take nominally 
Christian countries, where God and the Bible 
and the Koran are the basis of state churches, 
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but where Bible teaching is largely disregarded 
in practical application in private and public 
life, as in Turkey, Russia, Italy and Spain, and 
here we find unskilled labor has only a small 
advance over heathen lands. 

Is it not significant of the results of Bible 
teaching, when in the United States, where such 
instruction is most prevalent, unskilled labor 
receives seventeen times as much_as in the low- 
est heathen country, and up to five times as 
much as is paid in nominally Christian lands, 
where the Bible is not publicly taught? 

Let us go a little higher in the education 
argument. We find in heathen and nominally 
Christian countries that ignorance is the na- 
tional inheritance of the masses, whose rights 
are not respected. Only the ruling classes can 
read and write, and they have to go to Christian 
countries to acquire their education, while in 
the United States those who can neither read 
nor write are the exception and not the rule. 
Schools and colleges are everywhere, and the 
common people are educated at public expense. 
Here the most honorable public men have 
not only read, but they have imbibed Bible 
teaching, and by it have made our country the 
richest and most honored in the world. 

Beginning with Washington and coming 
down to Roosevelt, we have Lincoln, Grant, 
Garfield and McKinley as notable examples of 
the power of Bible truth to make men worthy 
to follow Washington in the evolution of the 
best government on earth. 
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Could there be any stronger arguments than 
these for the reading of selected portions of 
the Bible in all our public schools as the best 
education for worthy and useful citizenship in 
this great nation—a child of Providence from 
the Pilgrim Fathers down to date? 

Next, take the argument that moves most 
men in deciding where to raise a family, and 
we have from the human standpoint the finale, 
which is that there is no country on earth 
where capital and ability to manage it, as well 
as labor, brings such rapid and large results as 
in the United States. A dependent colony 
of Great Britain 150 years ago, she now stands 
at the head of all nations in wealth and in the 
power to use it in the further development of 
her natural resources, which are unsurpassed, 
and this is because she is the best supporter of 
Bible truth in her citizenship. 

Now, let ts come to the crowning magna- 
nimity from God’s standpoint in giving us His 
Word in our own flesh and language to dwell 
among us and reveal “Our Father which art 
in heaven,” as a restorer in Christ of all that 
was lost in Eden, and we have all in all in 
Heaven and earth’s reasons for the Bible having 
taken the place it has in our human history— 
first, to prove man’s need of a personal Saviour,, 
and then to introduce such a Saviour to us, 
ready and anxious for the asking to transform 
the spiritual death. of Eden into the spiritual 
life of Pentecost, to be His partners in regener- 
ating the race. 
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Look at a partial list of American men who 
have gone into such a partnership in the past 
and present, and inquire honestly if the study 
of the Bible has not paid in our national history. 
Here it is: Jonathan Edwards, Charles G. 
Finney, D. L. Moody, Major Cole, L. W. Mun- 
hall, Dr. Chapman, Mr. Beiderwolf, and a host 
of less prominent evangelistic preachers from 
the Moody Institute and other sources. We 
can add to these prominent names thousands of 
faithful ministers and laymen who have built 
the church hospitals, schools and colleges of our 
land, as the fruit of faithful Bible teaching. 
Thus we close the evidence in favor of its power 
for good. As the final moral of this, prepare in 
every state in the Union to have it read in all 
our public schools as the best possible foun- 
dation for character in our citizens! 

Webster—one of our greatest men in intel- 
lectual ability—after a successful debate in the 
Senate over the Southern states rights doctrine, 
was given a banquet in New York, during which 
he was asked what was the greatest thought 
that ever occupied his mind. He replied, “My 
personal accountability to Almighty God.” Con- 
tinuing, he said, among other things, “If there 
be anything in my style of thought to be com- 
mended, the credit is due to my kind parents 
in instilling into my mind an early love of the 
Scriptures.” As God is their Author, that re- 
sult was a reasonable consequence of parental 
love and foresight. 

Let us give the Bible to our children likewise. 


-. 
a a 
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Nothing but atheism, agnosticism, infidelity and 
hypocrisy are found to oppose openly the read- 
ing of the Bible in our public schools. 

While the churches are now uniting to con- 
trol the liquor traffic, are there not many more 
reasons for such a solid union to compass a law 
to authorize or compel the reading of the Bible 
to the rising generation as the best foundation 
for an education that will make full-grown men 
to take our places in governmental affairs? 

This seems to me to be the source from 
which moral and financial aid should come to 
any agency organized for such work—and 
where is there a more worthy one than the 
Chicago Women’s Educational Union, which 
has prepared a selection of Biblical readings for 
our schools? 

It seems to me that the orthodox churches 
should be a unit in giving financial aid to this 
society, organized especially to secure the read- 
ing of thé Bible in our public schools. Any 
opposition to such a project can come only from 
a fraction of our citizens. 
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XXIV. 
T HE first Young Men’s Christian Associa- 


tion state convention was held in 

Bloomington thirty-five years ago. Only 
a handful of young men were present. It was 
organized after the great revival which followed 
union evangelistic services in 1857-58, and was 
composed only of members of orthodox 
churches, believing not in emphasizing dogmatic 
theology, but rather a life-giving activity in 
good works, akin to the life of Him who said, 
“Follow me and I will make you fishers of 
men.” 

Non-church members could be associate 
members and enjoy all the privileges of the 
association, except the power to vote. A formal 
Christianity, built up on man-made creeds, had’ 
no part in its organization. 

I once heard a very good illustration of the 
inefficiency of such creeds to give the life that 
Christ taught us as the only basis of His church 
life and work in saving men from their sins. 
Many mental Christians think that their work,. 
and not Christs’, on the cross, is all there is in 
Christianity. Christ’s teachings, however, are 
that His work for us, in putting away sin, which 
we cannot do, is the initial fact which we are 
only to believe to get that life. The incident 
referred to was this: A very able pupil of 
one of the most famous artists then hving” 
worked on a marble statue until he thought it. 
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perfect. His master had remarked to a friend. 
of both, on seeing it, that it only lacked one 
thing. The student was perplexed over this. 
remark, which was reported to him by his 
friend. The latter was sent back to ask the 
master what that one thing was. The answer 
was: 

“God made man out of the dust of the earth, 
and then breathed life into him to make him 
perfect and ready for business. This statue 
is made of marble, and only needs life to be as 
perfect as Adam was.” 

In business life to believe that a certain line 
of it will bring success is not sufficient, how-- 
ever well that faith may be endowed with actual 
knowledge of the success of others. A man 
must put himself into the business before his 
faith in it will bring results. Just so in the spir- 
itual life, which makes real Christians of church 
members. To believe Christ’s words is the 
initial step. To receive and obey them puts a 
first mortgage on His divine power to complete 
the work. That is His work, and not ours, to 
give life to our faith or mental creed. 

Recently I attended another Young Men’s 
Christian Association state convention at 
Bloomington, some 500 young men being pres- 
ent. On religious lines it was addressed by one 
who had this Pentecost life, and that body of 
young men listened as if such life were the secret 
of the growth of the association from one build- 
ing in Chicago to a chain of them around the 
globe, with millions of young men to keep it 
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growing, instead of a handful, until Peter’s 
creed, “Thou are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God,” and the seventeenth chapter of 
John shall measure the marching orders to cap- 
ture the world. 

Young man—reader of these lines—remem- 
ber that Jesus organized the first Young Men’s 
Christian Association, with all the members of 
the first church, mostly from young fishermen, 
and commissioned them to extend it to the ut- 
termost parts of the earth. Today He calls 
upon you, by the history of that first church, to 
take this new life and add it to your mental faith 
in the Bible and in Him, as a church member 
and a Young Men’s Christian Association sup- 
porter, if you have not already done so. 

It was my privilege in 1875 to visit the store 
of George Williams in London, and to take 
lunch with him in the very room in which the 
first Young Men’s Christian Association was 
organized in England, among his young men 
over fifty years ago. He was still the president 
of it at the time of hts death in London. He was 
knighted by the queen for his great work 
through that association for the young men of 
London. He was one of Mr. Moody’s most 
competent supporters in London, although a 
member of the state church, and since has been 
the means of the purchase of Exeter Hall, in 
The Strand, for the Young Men's Christian As- 
sociation, as the initial step in giving Great 
Britain Young Men’s Christian Association 
buildings in all her principal cities. 
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Some years later it was my privilege to attend 
the first international convention of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association, of which Mr. Wil- 
liams was the president, in Stockholm, Sweden. 
Delegates from all over the world were 
present, with Great Britain and the United 
States entitled to the honor of having the largest 
number. They were splendid representatives, 
too, of the most aggressive Christian nations on 
earth. The young men of the United States 
lead the world in this work. 

The members of this convention were all 
invited to the king’s palace to be entertained 
by the princes at a lawn lunch. A steamer was 
provided for the occasion. This was the first 
invitation from a king to his palace for the 
Young Men’s Christian Association represent- 
atives, and undoubtedly the fact that their work 
was for young men prompted this recognition. 

Young men of America, you have the privi- 
lege of leading all other nations in everything 
that makes man great as the inheritor of all 
of earth’s developed riches, from the Garden 
of Eden down to the present time; and when 
such work is done, the King of kings will invite 
you to another banquet gathered from all 
nations to honor Him who made such work 
possible—His marriage supper. 
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XXYV, 
T: greatest work that the Young Men’s 


Christian Association is now doing is in 
srganizing Bible classes for young men, 
with competent teachers, all over the country. 

Many men of the greatest usefulness in past 
history credit their success in life to learning 
and practicing the teachings of Jesus Christ, 
whose coming into the world was heralded 
from the very day that man needed a Father’s 
love and care, down to the time that the angel 
informed Mary that she was to be honored as 
His mother. Then at His baptism by John the 
Baptist, the Father out of Heaven from a cloud 
heralded to the race, ‘This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased.” 

Then began the Christian dispensation in 
which we live. In choosing His disciples, heal- 
ing all manner of diseases, and preaching His 
own Gospel to the Jews, who were looking to 
Moses and Elias for religious instruction, He 
began His work. Then Jesus took Peter, James 
and John up into a mountain and was trans- 
figured before them, taking on His court gar- 
ments, white and glistening, in the presence of 
Moses and Elias, who conversed with Him as to 
His death. 

Now again the cloud hovers over them, and 
there comes a voice out of the cloud, “This is 
my beloved Son; hear ye him,” and Moses and 
Elias vanished out of sight. Moses had said 
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to the Jews when with them (Deut. 18:15), “The 
Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet 
from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like 
unto me; unto him ye shall harken.”’ And 
now they come to introduce Him to Peter, James 
and John, and then they retire. The old dispen- 
sation is closed and the new one is begun. 

This is only one of hundreds of prophecies 
that have been fulfilled in the coming and work 
of the Christ on earth, and still not only the 
Jews, but multitudes of men and women, reject 
His teachings and himself, as well as His mir. 
acles, as mythical. Where are we to look for 
the reason for such rejection in the face of such 
convincing evidence as we find in the facts of 
His life, that He was all He claimed to be as 
the Saviour of men? Is it not in a want of a 
proper knowledge that can be gained only by a 
careful study and acceptance of His character 
and teachings, which competent teachers in 
Bible classes can help to impart? To this may 
be added Paul’s statement in Romans 8:7: “The 
carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not 
subject to the law of God, neither, indeed, 
can be.” 

Naturally, we reject teaching that condemns 
us. We like to think that we need no Saviour 
who requires repentance and the crucifixion of 
the natural mind as the necessary corollary to 
a spiritual resurrection from Adam’s death-fall 
into Christ’s life. 

The Young Men’s Christian Association Bible 
classes seem to me to have a first mortgage on 
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all young men who look for and expect great 
success in any calling, or our Master would not 
have said, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness and all these things shall 
be added unto you”—a great promise from the 
King himself. 

Another verse from His Sermon on the 
Mount gives the conditions: “Blessed are they 
which do hunger and thirst after righteousness, 
for they shall be filled.” The sixth chapter of 
John’s Gospel, verses 27 to 63, gives the kind 
of food which the soul needs—not manna—not 
the flesh and blood of Him who was to leave 
them soon, but (verse 63), “It is the spirit that 
quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the 
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit and 
they are life.’ Thus, to be Christians, means 
eating and drinking—spiritually—our Saviour’s 
words, so that we can assimilate them the same 
as the body assimilates what we eat in order to 
give us strength for our daily duties. Marvelous 
simplicity is shown in these words of Christ’s, 
when we think that no sensible man would at- 
tempt to manage any business until he had men- 
tally assimilated the principles which underlie 
success in its management. 

All great preachers are great Bible students, 
and always have been, because this prepares 
them to “preach the Word,” which is and always 
was “the sword of the Spirit,’ quick and pow- 
erful to convince men of sin and reveal unto 
them a Saviour. If any man’s preaching does 
not produce such results, he may well imagine 
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that he has mistaken his calling or that his 
Bible study has not been of a kind to fill him 
with the Spirit of his Master in such work, 
which is the only guarantee of success in fishing 
for men. 
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AXVI. 


HE following, from an address made by 
T me before the senior class of McCor- 

mick Seminary, contains thoughts I 
would express through the medium of this book, 
as these truths apply in a great degree to all 
mankind: 

“T esteem it a great honor to be requested 
to speak to young men about to enter the min- 
istry of our Lord for our fellow-men. Whether 
it will benefit you or me will depend on whether 
we can honestly ask God to direct our minds in 
speaking or hearing about those things which 
will aid us in our work. 

“First, do you consider that you—as God’s 
coming ambassadors—have been called to the 
most important work that He has committed 
to men? 

“Christ, in speaking to His Father about His 
apostles, before leaving them, said this, ‘As 
Thou hast sent me into the world, even so have 
I also sent them into the world.’ And in His 
last message to them, He said, ‘Go ye into all 
the world and preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture,’ and ‘Lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world.’ 

“Sent of God to save the world, Christ sends 
you to tell this good news, and accompanies 
you in the work with the Spirit’s power. Could 
there be any other calling equal to that? 

“When men are fully impressed with the im- 
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portance of their work for others as ambassa- 
dors, they are much better equipped for it than 
those who are impressed more by their own 
importance as teachers. It is only such who 
will see to it that no stone is unturned that will 
make them successful in their work of repre- 
senting Christ as the only name given under 
Heaven among men whereby they can be saved. 

“Let us consider some of these acquired qual- 
ifications. The first is a thorough knowledge 
of the Word of God, which was made flesh and 
dwelt among us. From Genesis to Malachi, the 
seed of the woman, which was to bruise the 
serpent’s head, stands out in historical types, 
and in special prophecies as to His coming and 
work, and by their fulfillment leaves no doubt 
as to His status in Christian history as the Son 
of God as well as the Son of man. You, young 
men, are to take Peter’s and Paul’s places as 
continued witnesses for Him. 

“To know all the doctrines of the church is 
your duty and privilege as members of this 
school of the prophets or preachers; but to 
know Christ himself, not only as a personal 
Saviour, but as one who said, ‘Follow me and 
I will make you fishers of men,’ is the main 
thing in successful preaching. John’s Gospel, 
which is the center of the whole Bible, makes 
a few statements as to His character and work, 
and then he begins his account of Christ’s per- 
sonal work in convincing two of John’s disci- 
ples that He is the Christ. 

“Thus we see, in the very beginning of His 
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mission, that personal work for himself and His 
disciples opens the history of His church, prom-- 
ised in Eden, to destroy the work of Satan in 
human hearts. From this record it is evident 
that personal work to convince men of 
Christ’s character and of their need of Him, 
and of His sacrifice for them on the cross, is 
the preliminary step to obtain a spiritual life. 
Then the Sermon on the Mount opens the vision 
of enlarged opportunity for usefulness, to speak 
not to single ones, but to multitudes. Thus we 
see that Christ‘s ambassadors who hear the 
invitation, ‘Follow me,’ have His example, which 
begins with personal work, continues with the 
masses, until the cross speaks of a self-sacrifice 
that introduces them to their work of sacrific- 
ing themselves for the good of others, which is 
the royal road to the crown that He will give 
us when our work for and with Him is done. 

“Intelligent activity is the genius of success 
in all kinds of callings, and its progenitor is the 
proper nourishment for such activity. If you 
do not feed your horse properly, he will soon 
be out of harness as useless. 

“Christian activity is governed by the same 
rule. Food precedes service. Peter says, ‘As 
babes, desire the sincere milk of the Word, that 
ye may grow thereby.’ We are all very small 
children spiritually, comparatively, but as 
Christ’s ambassadors He will furnish the com- 
missary as well as the armory department for 
active service, if we are in dead earnest in our 
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- preparation for fighting His battles against sin 
in human hearts. 

“Tt would seem from the facts of Christ’s 
career while in the flesh that His whole aim was 
to convince men, mentally, with His words and 
miracles that He was the Messiah, and so, 
when through with this personal instruction, He 
informed them that they would be endued with 
power from on high after His ascension, and 
that they must wait for this before trying to 
be His witnesses of what they had heard and 
seen. 

“This they did, and when that power came, 
there were no more assertions from Peter that 
he did not know Him, nor fear in the minds 
of the other disciples that their discipleship was 
ended because their Master had left them. On 
the contrary, absolute courage took the place 
of fear, and immediately they became witnesses 
with power for Christ, in the temple and else- 
where, before the very men who had crucified 
Him. This was a most extraordinary trans- 
formation of character, and led to the conver- 
sion of thousands who, a short time before, had 
taken part in the crucifixion of Jesus, and who 
were distinctly charged by Peter with that awful 
crime. 

“Satan’s most tragic effort in opening all 
the gates of hell to destroy the Head of the 
church was now enacted; and lo, it failed and 
became the very corner stone of that church, 
for thus the atonement was completed. Com- 
mon fishermen became like college graduates in 
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the use of all languages of that day, to proclaim 
their testimony, as Christ had commanded them. 
The real college graduates said they were filled 
with new wine and were drunk, in explanation 
of their marvelous change. ‘No,’ said Peter, 
‘they are not drunk.’ 

“This is what Joel, the phophet, said would 
take place in the last days. It is the most dem- 
ocratic and far-reaching prophecy in the entire 
Bible: “And it shall come to pass, in the last 
days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit 
upon all flesh: and your sons and your daugh- 
ters shall prophesy, and your young men shall 
see visions, and your old men shall dream 
dreams, and on my servants and on my hand- 
maidens I will pour out, in those days, of my 
Spirit, and they shall prophesy.” This last-day 
wonder began at Pentecost, and is our heritage 
in this day of the Christian dispensation, as well 
as in Peter’s. You, young men, cannot see this 
in too strong a light, nor meditate and act upon 
it with too much purpose or faith. 

Neither evolution, science or philosophy can 
change the regnant facts in Christian experi- 
ence. QOur sons and daughters, servants and 
handmaidens in Christ’s Kingdom, are co-heirs 
of this convincing and wonderful experience, 
which widens out the area of preaching to all 
who come into this Kingdom of God. Hence, 
as coming preachers, with all your time pledged 
to this great work, it is your privilege and duty 
to teach all your hearers who are members of 
this church that they should have several con- 
gregations of one, every week, who can thus 
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hear the Gospel from the pew as well as from 
the pulpit, and that they are just as much em- 
powered and expected to do this as vou are 
to do your pulpit work. This prophecy of Joel’s 
covers this ground so completely that there is 
no escape from its requirenients. 

“Thus, what Christ did after His ascension— 
through the Spirit’s power on the minds of His 
apostles, initiating the history of the church’s 
power, against which the gates of hell could 
not prevail—has today more influence over the 
nations through her individual members than 
ever before. 

“They are going to the ends of the earth with 
His message of peace and good-will to men. 
Even the Mikado of Japan, during the late war, 
sent thousands of dollars to Young Men’s 
Christian Association workers with his army, 
as the latest witnesses for Christ on a battlefield, 
when hell’s gates were open to destroy God’s 
church. 

“So, today, as well as in Peter’s time, the 
voice of the church is being heard with power 
among kings as well as peasants. Neither the 
ravages of war, nor the forces of evolution, sci- 
ence and philosophy, marshalled against its in- 
fluence in the world, can drown that voice. 

“To this end you will need to deal honestly 
with your three-fold nature of body, soul and 
spirit. 

“No sensible man will live in a leaky house. 
He will mend the roof before he can live in it 
in comfort. Thus the house we live in should 
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be kept in first-class order by proper food and 
exercise. The mind also needs proper food 
as well as the body, and is more important 
inasmuch as the mind is made to rule the body, 
and not to be ruled by it, as is too often the 
case with even able men and women. 

“The spirit that links us with Omnipotence 
should claim the worship of body and mind, and 
the one perfect Man of all ages gave us the 
example, ‘Lo, I come to do thy will, O God.’ 
The spirit that was led to death in Eden, which 
means loss of communion with God—having 
our own will, without reference to our Father’s 
orders—will always bring the same result. This 
is what makes the second birth, which Jesus 
said to Nicodemus was the only way into the 
Kingdom of God, a necessity in order to be 
God’s real children. 

“You are here as learners in this school, in 
preparation for such a work among men as will 
modify the worst conditions of society, and mold 
them into the best,’ 
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XX VII. 


E have before intimated that all young 
W men, especially, should be students of 
the Bible. May we not again em- 

phasize this idea, giving added reasons? 

We are told that “all scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doc- 
trine, for reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
tion in righteousness ; that the man of God may 
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works.” (Il. Tim. 3:16-17.) Could there be a 
more comprehensive reason for the study of the 
Scriptures than this of Paul’s?. It seems to 
cover the whole subject, and yet we must get 
back of that to the main reason for its hav- 
ing been indited to the human intellect for trans- 
mission to ali generations of men by our Cre- 
ator and Judge. 

It begins with man’s creation in the image 
of God, and tells of his fall from that exalted 
throne of privilege to the position he now oc- 
cupies. At the very time of that fall is given 
a promise of redemption through the seed of 
the woman, which 4,000 years afterward was 
fulfilled. It ends with another promise, yet to 
be fulfilled, of a new Heaven and a new earth, 
“wherein dwelleth righteousness” as our eternal 
home, on condition of our personally believing 
and receiving the first promise and its fulfill- 
ment. 

It is evident, then, that the first lesson for 


234 CORNER STONES OF CHARACTER 


men, after the promise was given that they 
should have a second birth in the seed of the 
woman bruising the serpent’s head, was for the 
purpose of thoroughly convincing them indi- 
vidually, socially and nationally, of the need of 
such a resurrection. For if the Spirit of God 
in man died, as God said it would when he dis- 
obeyed His Father, then it follows that his dead 
spirit needs a resurrection, if ever it is to see 
God by an eye of faith, without which the other 
resurrection foreshadowed by Christ’s physical 

resurrection, would be worse than a farce. 
- This need of such a spiritual life before the 
flood was quite apparent in the wickedness then 
existing, as well as after the flood in the de- 
struction of Sodom and Gomorrah. The indi- 
vidual, social and national conditions that fol- 
lowed these judgments all through the history 
of the Jews were needed to convince men men- 
tally that they needed a Saviour outside of 
themselves, and hence the first promise in Gen- 
esis of a new life through the coming of the 
Messiah was prophesied all through the Jewish 
history by God’s chosen ambassadors to the race. 

As the blood of the typical lamb had to be 
sprinkled on the door-posts of the habitations 
of the Israelites in Egypt to :save from 
temporal death, so the blood of the real Lamb 
of God must be sprinkled by faith on the door- 
posts of every human heart that would get 
through the Red Sea of sin in its journey heay- 
enward. When the chosen people of God, to 
whom was given the honor of making Old Tes- 
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tament history, had rejected and crucified the 
Messiah promised and prophesied from the first 
day of human history until His coming, the cul- 
mination of the testimony to man’s need of a 
Saviour was complete. All other nations were 
worshiping idols of some kind, and the chosen 
nation had repudiated its own prophets and his- 
tory, which proved its need of the very Saviour 
whom it crucified. 

This was God’s opportunity to give the new 
birth as the conclusive testimony that even His 
own disciples needed it as much as others to 
prepare them for their work, which commenced 
on the day of Pentecost, with power and not 
creeds, and has had a continuous manifestation 
from that day to this, according to each man’s 
faith in the command, and in the promise on 
the day of His ascension to wait until endued 
with power, and then to be His witness unto the 
ends of the earth. 

This was a personal-experience testimony to 
each one of His disciples, that transcended all 
His verbal teachings and wonderful miracles, 
for they only reached the perverted mind of men 
to show them mentally that He was the Mes- 
siah. But when He came to dwell in their af- 
fections with His own spiritual power, then all 
that He had said and done came to their minds 
with a new meaning, for He was now working 
through them the same miracles that He in 
person had performed, even to raising the dead. 

The necessity of a careful study of the Scrip- 
tures is manifest as we notice this last power 
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demonstration and its results. I remember 
hearing, when a boy, a layman read of the 
Saviour’s entry into Jerusalem on an ass’ colt, 
while the multitude, with loud hossanas, spread 
their garments and branches of trees in the 
road, and this was his comment, “They could 
not stop that colt.” 

Are there not many who read the Scriptures 
as a formal duty rather than as a precious priv- 
ilege, because it is real spiritual food and drink, 
and who have no better knowledge of its mean- 
ing to them than the one who thus commented 
on Christ’s entrance into Jerusalem? 
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XX VII. 


F the evil spirit has gone into the business 
I of organizing churches in Christ’s name, it 

would seem to me—humanly speaking—as 
if the conflict between good and evil were prac- 
tically drawing to a close, as it would look like 
a surrender when an enemy pretends to be:a 
friend. But this seeming surrender is only su- 
perficial, for a hypocritical church, or church 
member, is more dangerous to social purity than 
the open saloon with its known and worse ap- 
pendages. Judge Tuthill is a good witness as to 
the influence of the latter on social purity in the 
case of young girls. 

A recent religious writer says, “Scarcely a 
month seems to pass in these quarters (Cali- 
fornia) without some new and strange form of 
religion, or some new healer, claiming a su- 
perior power to drag people away from God 
to himself as a teacher.” Read the twenty-third 
chapter of Matthew for the Lord’s picture of 
such teachers. 

Such desperate devices of the evil one to 
deceive men with false religions are his last 
effort, since the sword of Nero, and the fires 
of martyrdom and the writings of Voltaire, 
failed in their work. Voltaire was the one who 
said that in a short time our Bible would be 
extinct, and his writings would be received in- 
stead. A few Ingersolls have bowed to his 
teachings, but his book has no standing among 
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intellectual men, while the Bible in all languages 
is sold by hundreds of millions by the Bible 
societies of Great Britain and the United States. 

Surely the gates of hell have not yet prevailed 
against the real church of Christ, and they 
never will. 

At the same time we cannot be too careful 
in scrutinizing the teachings of men not led by 
the Good Spirit before we listen to them as 
guides, and then we will say, as Jesus did to 
such teachers, “Get thee behind me, Satan.” 
The Bible injunction to “try the spirits whether 
they be of God,’ would never have been made 
unless it were possible for honest men to ascer- 
tain their character. 

We never employ men to serve our material 
interests without requiring references as to 
character and ability which dispels all doubts 
as to their real status for usefulness. Why, then, 
should anyone receive a mental or spiritual 
teacher into his school for character building 
until he has obeyed the Scriptural injunction to 
try the Spirit which influences the thought or 
actions in their work? 
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XXIX. 
N: church ever gives a man eternal life, 


which is the only test of true church 
membership. That is God's’ work 
through faith in Christ. 

And yet it is true that in all so-called churches 
of Christ there are real Christians; yes, and 
outside the church may be found men who have 
the best evidence that they are Christians in 
what they say and do for others. 

Jesus says (Matt. 7:20). “By their fruits ye 
shall know them,” and in verse 16, “Do men 
gather grapes of thorns or figs of thistles?” 

Hence there must be two kinds of life—spir- 
itually—and both cannot come from God. 
Hence the beloved disciple, in I. John 4:1, says, 
“Try the spirits whether they are of God: be- 
cause many false prophets are gone out into 
the world.” And Paul says (Rom. 8:9), “If 
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is 
none of his.” Hence it must be true that in 
the early days oi the church the evil spirit 
tried to influence the lives of the sincere fol- 
lowers of Christ by introducing men to pretend 
fellowship with Christ for the purpose of worldly 
gain. 

I remember, in one of my visits to London, 
being invited to a philosophical society meet- 
ing, where the discussion was on the origin of 
life. Professor Darwin, a son of the great Dar- 
win, was the speaker of the evening, and he 
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used many electrical devices to show that life 
could be changed by science—increased or 
lessened, and destroyed—but the fact remained 
that it had never been produced by science. 
After he had finished, a man arose and asked 
this question, “In view of what science has 
done in the past, may it not be possible that 
science may yet discover the source of life ?” 

“Yes, sir; if she ever discovers the Author of 
it, but not before,” was the reply. 

After the meeting I asked who the inquirer 
was, and was told that he was a rank infidel, but 
had joined the state church practically for the 
prestige it gave him in society. That was the 
fruit of his hypocrisy. 

Do the counterfeiters of good money ever 
build churches or hospitals with the results of 
their labor, or feed or clothe the poor? Do the 
originators of false religions—who must bé 
“false prophets” now the same as in Paul’s 
time—ever follow the example of the Salvation 
Army in feeding and clothing the poor while 
they preach Christ to them? “By their fruits. 
ye shall know them.” There is no other visible 
test of character. 

In the selection of agents to do all sorts of 
worldly business, any man would be classed as. 
a failure who did not ascertain their ability and 
desire to do what was expected of them and 
do it as ordered. A formal acceptance of a 
position by signing an agreement never fits a 
man to perform its labors successfully. 

In my own store there was a new employe 
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who, from the first, was at his post on time, 
with his coat off and his sleeves rolled up. He 
was a green beginner. A man high up in ex- 
perience as a manager and superintendent ob- 
served him for a month, and then said to the 
general manager, “I want that young man in 
my Office.’ He saw that the young man was 
ready and anxious for work, and made no mis- 
take in choosing to teach him his branch of the 
business. If he had sat down in an easy chair, 
without any exhibition of ambition to do some- 
thing, he would not now be on the road to 
preferment. 

Is work for “Our Father which is in heaven” 
to be taken up with any less exhibition of pur- 
pose to be on hand, to obey orders from above, 
whenever and wherever anything is to be done? 

His command, who is King of kings, is now, 
as when on earth, “Go work in my vineyard,” 
and “Follow me.” He does not ask us to go 
where He cannot go with us. He leads the 
way, and if we do not follow, can we claim that 
we have His Spirit, and belong to His church? 
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XXX. 
Fs: the time that Satan assumed the 


role of the first commentator on God’s 

Word by declaring it untrue, he seems 
to have had a hand in human history far beyond 
what most people are willing to admit. We 
find him beginning with individuals, thence ris- 
ing through families, society and the nations, 
ever widening and encroaching with the increase 
_ of the race, apparently with little opposition, 
until Christ came to turn and overturn the de- 
signs of men and nations thus formed, and 
mould them into agencies for restoring to men 
the lost image of God. 

The two thousand years which have passed 
since that great event have witnessed scenes 
which convince all thinking minds that the evil 
spirit is no myth, but a reality which emphasizes 
the Saviour’s statement that “he was a liar from 
the beginning.” 

While God has never left the race without 
individual witnesses of His existence and pow- 
er, all the nations, not excepting the Jews, have 
ignored His power and have been led by the 
evil one to worship idols of their own creating. 

The crucifixion of Jesus by the nation chosen 
of God to represent Him on earth was the cul- 
mination of hell’s agencies to abolish the reign 
of righteousness on earth. The martyrdom of 
hundreds of the followers of Christ, who had 
said that the gates of hell should not prevail 
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against His church, followed His crucifixion in 
due time, in the very name of those Jewish 
churches, until the blood of myriads of martyrs, 
instead of hundreds, as after Christ’s crucifixion, 
gave new birth to His church in their blood, 
which today has so modified the main govern- 
ments of the world that no one, comparatively, 
speaks a word against it. To do so would show 
ignorance of history or a depraved nature hay- 
ing no respect for public opinion. 

On the other hand, the evil one has assumed 
a new and more subtle role by the organization 
of societies in competition with the real church 
of Christ. Mohammed, as agent of a rich 
trader, was often in Jerusalem, and learning 
from contact with the Jews of the great influ- 
ence of their Scriptures, wrote the Koran as 
the beginning of an ethical society on high 
grounds, recognizing one God, but soon became 
a breaker of his own rule of marriage to one 
wife, and finally forced his religion on others 
with the sword. Today his followers are num- 
bered by scores of millions, and the Turkish 
government, under its influence, is the most 
corrupt on earth. 

In our day the Mormons have had a book 
written by their prophet. The Mormon church 
in our land professes the worship of God, with 
a multiplicity of wives as one of its corner 
stones. 

Spiritualists come next, claiming the pre- 
eminence of verbal communication with depart- 
ed friends, and exhibiting signs and wonders, 
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indicating that something more than human 
agencies is at work to produce them—from 
the testimony of very prominent men, who 
are supposed never to be deceived. 

Next, Dowie comes on the scene, claiming 
to be Elijah, and forms a church with thousands 
of followers, holding that healing the sick with- 
out medicine is one of his prerogatives. He 
built a model industrial city in which were no 
saloons or any other bad business houses, and 
in which swearing was not heard. Apparently it 
was a little Heaven on earth. No other church 
can furnish such an example of individual 
influence on human conduct. 

If there is an evil spirit who is the author of 
all the bad in the world—which before and since 
Christ came used the power of the mind and the 
sword to destroy men and the church until it 
became so strong that worldly power bowed to 
its behests—may we not conclude that the 
power of that spirit to deceive men may today 
organize and rule churches in Christ’s name the 
same as he ruled the Jewish church, which cruci- 
fied the Saviour; especially when we remember 
that the Jews were and are intellectually the 
greatest race on earth? 

The fact that banknotes are counterfeited 
proves their value, and counterfeiters are sent 
to prison. The fact that men pretend to be 
Christians when they are not, proves the value 
of Christian character, and on the great judg- 
ment day Christ will say to them, “I never knew 
you; depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” 
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XXXII, 


E hear much in these days about syste- 
W matic work, from theology all the 
way to farming, the latter calling be- 
ing the basis of all other physical callings. If 
system is the basis of success in that, it must be 
in all others that fill the world with activity. _ 

He who made the sun as a center of a sys- 
tem of worlds that revolve around it, of which 
our earth is one, giving us the seasons of 
springtime and harvest, arranged them so that 
there are no collisions and no strikes as to 
which shall have this or that place in the pro- 
cession. 

It is a singular fact that man, whom God cre- 
ated in His own image with a mind of his own, 
should be the only exception to the rule and 
choose to have his own way and thus break the 
harmony of the universe with the very power 
that distinguishes him as God’s son. 

All nature keeps God’s natural law as a part 
of its evolution into all sorts of uses for man’s 
development; and man only breaks God’s 
natural and moral laws, bringing disgrace 
as God’s partner in creating things out of the 
raw natural materials given him with which to 
work out his own destiny. 

The little diamond dewdrops distilled for the 
use of our roses, as well as our wheatfields, 
glisten in the morning sun only to make the 
atmosphere a chariot for the thunderstorm 
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that feeds the roots of the rosebush and the 
wheatfields for man’s use. 

Nature weeps only to create music and har- 
mony in her chemical productions for man’s 
uplifting, and man, strange to say, sends back 
an ugly frown in attempting to break every law 
of his being in having his own way, instead of 
inquiring, “What wilt thou have me to do?” 

Obedience is the first requisite. 

Systematic obedience to God’s moral, natural 
and spiritual laws, from head to foot in one’s 
own nature, is the best preparation for the use 
of every power we have in-doing things for 
ourselves and others as members of the family 
of man, and yet we all know that this is not 
possible or God would never have sent His Son 
into this world to redeem us from the results 
of broken laws. 

But, if Christ is made our Senior Partner in 
this work, by our own as well as God’s choice, 
we will be directed what to do in all things, by 
the divinity thus incorporated in our nature, 
and orderly system and success will take the 
place of confusion and failure. 

I am sorry to say that this formula for 
systematic success in this life is by many looked 
upon as a delusion and a snare, in the face of 
countless instances of practical proof, in the 


lives of the best men that have lived to bless 


this race with unselfish service. 

Look up Christ’s work while on earth. It 
was systematic in the extreme. His miracles, 
while in the flesh, were all in healing and feed- 
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ing the bodies of multitudes who could see and 
feel with their bodily senses the results, thus 
inspiring faith in His divine character. His 
own death, resurrection and ascension were also 
seen of men with their natural eyes as an added 
basis of faith in Him as the Son of God, with- 
out which no Pentecost would ever have blessed 
the world with His continued ministry through 
their lives, 

_If we put such system into our daily callings 
as will convince men who see our plans and 
their results when executed, we cannot fail in 
any business that depends on the patronage of 
our fellow-men, who wish to see the basis of 
our business practices before they will be our 
customers. 

God made this world and all things in it be- 
fore He made man as its master. We, as the 
crowning work of His creation, in all our call- 
ings, should load our guns and get sight of the 
game before we fire, or the real game of life will 
never find its way into our commissary depart- 
ment. 

Body, soul and spirit need a systematic train- 
ing, each in its own environment, before anyone 
can be turned loose among the varied callings 
of life for daily investment of his varied facul- 
ties. 

When any young man would ask, “What can 
I do with myself?” he can only answer the ques- 
tion reasonably by asking another, “What busi- 
ness am I best prepared to succeed in?” 

When that is answered satisfactorily, let him 
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begin at the beginning of it, and not expect 
to be at the end after the first twenty-four hours. 

First things must be done first, or the last 
ones will never make a sight draft on our facul- 
ties for success in any calling. 

You cannot make a good cup of tea without 
fire, water and tea systematically brought into 
contact in the proper proportions. 

How much less can we accomplish great 
works without regular system in the ascending 
scale from an investment of the first one hun- 
dred dollars to the last in the accumulation of a 
million dollars. 

Helter-skelter and hurly-burly never get 
there, however momentous the labor used, while 
system with appropriate power behind it never 
fails of its goal. 

Grace, gumption and grit are the three G’s 
that guard a man’s destiny. These are all 
Heaven-born to make character aggressive and 
useful. 

The grace to recognize God in all our work, 
a trained mind well-stored with natural abilities 
to comprehend our surroundings, and a stern 
purpose to follow such leadings to their legiti- 
mate results in any calling, spell success in 
large capital letters, 


a 
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AXXII. 


B EFORE accepting any religious teaching 


as of divine origin is it not fair to com- 
pare the governing spirit of its teachers 
with the example of Christ and His apostles? 

With this preface I may say that any novice 
in reading human motives can interpret Mo- 
hammed’s Koran and the Mormons’ book and 
Mrs. Eddy’s “key” to Bible truth, and see what 
the authors—for themselves—have seemed to 
be reaching out after. 

Mohammed evidently was looking for polit- 
ical power for his church and he obtained it. 
Joseph Smith and his successor showed the 
same spirit, and took into partnership some of 
the worst crimes against Christ’s teachings, 
but were more restrained than was Mohammed 
by a true Christian public spirit among the 
nations, and especially in America, where Mor- 
monism originated. 

Then came Alex. Dowie, claiming to be 
Elijah IIJ., and his object seems to have been 
to reach financial power. He said he was able 
to heal all manner of sickness the same as Jesus 
did, except as to fees. It was asserted that in 
view of approaching death he by will be- 
queathed nineteen-twentieths of some $20,000,- 
000 to the Zion church and one-twentieth to his 
wife and son. 

When it is remembered that only a few years 
since he began his work in the United States 
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without a penny in the bank, we have no trouble 
in divining his main motive in organizing a new 
church, and he seemingly succeeded. We have 
not heard that he ever healed a leper, opened the 
eyes of one born blind or raised the dead. And 
yet “Leaves of Healing,” sent to me for a year 
without my subscribing for it, gave accounts 
of the healing of numerous diseases. 

He used no sword like Mohammed. Real 
Christianity has interdicted any further use of 
fire and sword as religious teachers. Decep- 
tion, pure and simple, was the power behind his 
throne. Whence comes such power? 

If he had been Elijah III. there would have 
been no immense estate to dispose of, but a 
chariot of fire would have come and re- 
moved him to be with Christ as His first 
cousin, and a more powerful prophet would 
have succeeded him, to plant his religion, not in 
Zion City alone, but from Dan to Beersheba— 
world-wide. 

Mrs. Eddy seems to be a real partner of Mr. 
Dowie in making the alleged healing of diseases. 
the corner stone of a new church. As it comes in 


a woman’s dress, it seems to have taken hold of 


a large number of those who are seeking for 
“some new thing,” rather than accepting the 
teachings of Jesus Christ as God’s last revela- 
tion of himself to lost humanity, as the only 


name “given among men whereby we must be 


saved.” 
It is a singular fact that the Christian Science 


journal is a real counterpart of Dowie’s “Leaves. 
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of Healing,” in that a list of testimonies are 
published every week from persons alleged to 
have been healed. Many of these recognize 
Christ as the real power under Mrs. Eddy’s 
“Key to the Scriptures,” but Mrs. Eddy’s book 
is considered inseparable from the results ob- 
tained. 

Some time ago I heard a lecture on Christian 
Science in Moody’s church, by a prominent 
Boston clergyman, conversant with the cult 
from the first. This lecture, and a Christian 
Science journal recently sent to me, with a 
whole page advertising Mrs. Eddy’s book at. 
three dollars a volume, satisfied me that she was 
related to Mr. Dowie in finances, as well as in 
the healing art, as the main motive in organizing 
a church. 

The worst feature of her teaching is that 
“there is no sin.” This claim of the church that 
takes the name of Christ—who dealt with sin 
as an awful reality of such magnitude as to draw 
Him from Heaven to earth for the sole purpose 
of putting it way by the sacrifice of himself— 
should warn every young man and woman 
especially, to listen to Him only, and not to 
anyone who ignores His character and works in 
dealing with spiritual things. 

If the history of the authors of all these relig- 
ions could be read as we read the Gospels and 
the Acts of the Apostles, for the evidences of 
Christ’s claims on us, there would not be mil-- 
lions of money and thousands of men and wo- 
men credited to their teachings. 
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Suppose they do all claim to have been in- 
spired to write their books to supersede or add 
to the Bible as God’s revelation to men; does 
their history rank them with Moses and Jesus 
Christ in the sacrifice of themselves to save 
others? On the contrary, men and women have 
sacrificed themselves, mentally and financially, 
to add to the wealth and worldly reputation of 
these “false prophets” in our day, the same as 
in the case of such “prophets” in the days of 
the apostles. 

While it is not pleasant to make such state- 
ments in regard to any cult or person claiming 
divine guidance and aid in efforts to supplant 
the real teachings of Christ, we must remember 
that our Lord spoke the most scathing words 
against those who claimed to serve God in the 
spirit of the evil one, and He said to all His 
real worshipers,. “Follow me.” The example 
of His life should be the inspiration of everyone 
who takes His name, and not the words or acts 
of anyone following selfish lines. 

Hence, if I could get the ear of every young 
man or woman in the world, I would say, 
“Learn of Him as to how to live in this world. 
It is the only way to learn how to possess that 
mansion He has gone to prepare for those who 
love Him, where the Lord God is the Light of 
the City we shall live in, with not a false teacher 
to mar our eternal peace.” 
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XXXII, 


UCCESSFUL business men fully under- 
S stand that their success depends, first, on 
their ability to meet the wants of others 
in their line of business; second, on informing 
them fully, through advertisements and per- 
sonal application to them as customers by sales- 
men, who request them to examine their goods 
and decide for themselves their real value; and 
third and lastly, on asking them to make pur- 
chases for personal use. 

Here, the salesman completes the program of 
success by firing the dynamite charge made 
ready by the preceding preparations. The 
most successful merchants are those who most 
perfectly comprehend the needs of the public 
and then leave no stone unturned to meet those 
needs honestly, until those who deal with them 
are thus convinced of their capability and hon- 
esty. Continued cheats, intentionally perpe- 
trated: on a customer, when discovered, insure 
failure and disgrace for the merchant. 

No one in his right mind will doubt our 
Heavenly Father’s capacity to meet all our 
needs, nor His honest purpose to do it. And I 
have no doubt that honest Christian business 
men, whose main object is an earnest prayer to 
“seek first the kingdom of God and his right- 
eousness,” will be guided by an unseen hand 
as well as by their own capacity and will-power 
to the highest success, financially as well as in 
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character building which is the corner stone of 
real success in every business undertaking, as 
well as in professional life. 

Hence the value of real prayers for help to 
Him, who made the world, as the real dynamite 
charge, which sets in motion our best prepara- 
tions for all kinds of real success in life. 

Why not? Having created us, is He not 
more ready to help His own children, who 
honestly depend on Him, than we are to help 
our children to success in their undertakings? 

This may seem strange to men who never 
pray, and yet succeed according to man’s yard- 
stick of success, which measures only earthly 
advantages for one’s self. 

The historical portraits of such men in ma- 
terial success, will hardly shine in God’s art gal- 
lery beside the man who put a fortune and him- 
self into an institution in London to lead poor 
young men into useful trades, as well as into 
fellowship with God in Jesus Christ as a per- 
sonal Saviour. 

Let us for a moment glance at a few Bible 
characters who have left us examples worthy of 
our imitation. We will begin with Abraham, 
the great-grandfather of the Jewish nation—the 
smartest race on earth. He was a man of 
prayer and was called “the friend of God.” 
Wherever he was in his checkered history, God 
was with him and made him a great success. 

David was a man of prayer and was made 
King of Israel. The Psalms of David are full of 
prayer as well as praise to Jehovah. When the - 
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nation was carried to Babylon as prisoners, be- 
cause of rebellion against God, among the num- 
ber was a boy named Daniel, who had not for- 
gotten God and his faithful parents’ instruc- 
tion, and he finally became prime minister of the 
nation that had made him a captive. Jealous 
native officials went to the king and used his 
habit of daily prayer to God to put him into a 
lions’ den for destruction, but God can control 
lions, if necessary, to save His faithful ones and 
to destroy their enemies, as He did in this case. 
Read this history in Daniel, chapter 6, as an Old 
Testament indorsement of prayer as a great 
force. 

We now come to the New Testament for ex- 
amples of prayer, and the first one is Jesus him- 
self, 

Luke (6:12-13) tells us that He went out into 
a mountain and continued all night in prayer, 
and in the morning chose from His followers 
twelve men as His disciples, through whom to 
lay the corner stone of His church. 

It always seems to me, when I read this pas- 
sage and others which disclosed the Master’s 
habit of prayer, that they were recorded as ex- 
amples for us to follow from the man-side of 
His nature, as it could not be God praying to 
God. 

Mystery of mysteries, and that is the rea- 
son why some over-intelligent men who cannot 
fathom it will not accept the man Christ Jesus, 
as the God who made the universe; (see John I: 
I-14), though that was the only way an All-wise 


teaching and become again a real, red 
child of God, i ae 
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AXXIV. 


O IMPORTANT lawsuit is ever decided 
N without competent witnesses to the facts 
in the case, from which the court makes 
up its verdict. Positive knowledge only is re- 
quired ; no hearsay evidence will do. Hence our 
Saviour, when on earth, did a multitude of mi- 
racles entirely beyond the power of mere men to 
perform, to convince them that He was God as 
well as man. 

He then said to His apostles when He left 
His work in their hands as His representatives, 
“Ye are my witnesses ; go teach all nations, and 
lo, I am with you to the end of the age; heal 
the sick, cast out devils, raise the dead,” etc. 
This was good news to a race that needed all 
these things to convince it that Jesus was no 
myth, but was still to be with it in power, in 
the persons of His apostles, so that the worst of 
men—physically and morally—could be healed 
of their maladies through their agency. 

It always has been a universal condition that 
some men have demanded to see facts that were 
supernatural before they would receive them. 

The resurrection of Christ was the most stu- 
pendous miracle of all the ages, and all His 
disciples, though told by their Master that He 
would rise from the dead, would not believe it 
until they saw Him alive, and even then Thomas 
said he would not believe it until he had proved 
it by thrusting his hand into the wound made 
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by the soldier’s spear in His side; but he only 
needed the invitation from Jesus (after seeing 
Him) to thrust that doubting hand into that 
ghastly wound to exclaim, “My Lord and my 
God,” and then Jesus said to Him, “Because 
thou hast seen me thou hast believed: blessed 
are they that have not seen, and yet have be- 
lieved.” So we who believe in a risen Christ, 
and cannot see Him in the flesh, have His 
personal blessing, conferred on us while He was 
in the flesh and in His own words. Yet, strange 
to say, many of those who today determine not 
to believe in Christ, are men of mental ability 
and a liberal education, and therefore are more 
of a hindrance to the Christian religion than 
the patrons of the saloon and its invariable 
companions in the crime of leading innocent 
men and women away from “the way, the truth 
and the life.” It always has been so. 

We read in Luke 15—(read it all)—“Then 
drew near unto him all the publicans and sin- 
ners to hear him. And the Pharisees and 
scribes murmured, saying, “This man receiveth 
sinners and eateth with them.’” Then after His 
death, for 300 years, the witnesses for Jesus 
continued to work miracles of healing, and for 
200 years the dead were raised. 

This we learn not alone from Christians but 
secular history, from such writers as Gibbon 
and other standard historians, and if we believe 
them as to secular history written by them for 
our information, why not when they write of 
Christians working miracles by divine power 
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through fasting and prayer? Let us remember 
that fasting, in its largest sense, means correct 
and temperate living. 

Christ said to Pilate: “My kingdom is not of 
this world ;” that is, not Caesarism, which Pilate 
represented. His Kingdom is to rule over mind 
and heart in our dealings with God and man and 
thus make us witnesses for himself. 

Now, if the most educated and intelligent men 
in this enlightened age (as they claim to be) 
deny that miracles ever existed, how can such 
denials take the place of divine power to benefit 
men physically as well as morally and mentally ? 
This is a question we are bound to answer if we 
deny the necessity of supernatural agencies to 
lead men to accept the Bible and Christ as real 
factors in what we now see in men and nations 
all around us. 

Young man, you have no need to read Gibbon 
and other secular authors to accept Christ and 
His teachings. Take a look at the church 
steeples, hospitals and other benevolent institu- 
tions erected through Christian example and in- 
fluences, for they speak louder than the most 
eloquent discussions of what past ages have 
done for men. If we have the time to study 
these after getting ourselves ready for life’s 
duties in the things that are “necessary,” no 
one will ask for an injunction to prevent it. 

However, as in Solomon’s time—when books 
had to be written by hand—“‘of making many 
books there is no end;” hence the necessity and 
wisdom of studying out of today’s millions only 
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XXXV. 


aged labor unions would be quite bene- 

ficial as I am to say that as they are now 
managed they are an unmitigated curse both to 
capital and labor, but especially to labor. 
Eighty per cent of the men in the unions are 
honest, but they are led by officers and walk- 
ing delegates for purely selfish ends. 

Strikes without just cause and unrelenting 
war On non-union men will either destroy union- 
ism or invite a reasonable arbitration law that 
will end all labor troubles in the near future. 
May God speed the day in the interests of all, 
but especially of labor in industrial enterprises. 

The teamsters’ strike demonstrated the 
need of a law to protect all parties alike from 
such scenes. Only look at the cause of it. A 
prominent business house employing some 1,200 
clerks hired two non-union men for one of its 
factories. A labor union demanded their dis- 
charge, which was refused. Another labor 
union of 900 members called a meeting, and 
thirty-seven men came and voted that union 
teamsters could not deliver goods to that house, 
and called a general strike affecting all business 
houses. “Sluggers” were hired by this union to 
put out of business any union teamster that did 
not obey its orders. Can anyone imagine any- 
thing more devilish, and all in this “land of the 
free and home of the brave?” 


[: just as free to say that properly man- 
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A newspaper estimates the cost of six weeks 
of this strike at $12,544,000, eight murders and 
145 men disabled by violence. And all this the 
result of the attempt of a labor union to prevent 
two non-union men from earning their daily 
bread. That meeting of thirty-seven union men, 
which voted the strike, must feel very proud of 
its work. This lesson in solid facts should in- 
sure the law which would prevent any re-occur- 
rence of such unwarranted violence against the 
personal liberty of citizens of the United States, 
or our government is not worth a straw. I 
honestly believe that 90 per cent of our laboring 
men would ask for such a law after looking at 
this horrible picture of actual facts. 

Combinations of capital for the general good 
are the high priests of material progress, which 
is the stepping stone to all other advancement 
in social and political life. 

Millions of men are employed in factories 
and on farms and railroads at double the price 
of fifty years ago. Hence, the general fight 
against capital in all railroads and factories on 
the part of labor unions and of farmers, through 
their legislatures, can only be designated as 
industrial suicide. 

There are combinations of capital, however, 
in railroads and factories which are made to in- 
crease the cost of their products to the general 
public and are more reprehensible than labor 
unions and must with them be regulated by 
legal enactment before our industrial empire 
will ever reach foreign nations with trade condi- 
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tions that will capture their respect and give us 
an entrance into their market on equitable 
terms. 

It happened that 1 was in London and saw 
the big Trafalgar Square labor riot from the 
second story window of a hotel. A policeman 
was knocked senseless right under my window, 
and the rioter who struck him was not arrested. 
Pall Mall clubhouse windows were smashed and 
shops looted. Only a London fog and not the 
government quelled that riot, and not a man 
was convicted. 

The next day I said to a prominent member 
of the House of Lords, “If that riot had occur- 
red in Chicago there would have been some 
funerals.” He replied, “Your government is not 
nearly so good as ours.” 

Soon after my return home the Haymarket 
riot occurred, and also the predicted funerals, 
and very little damage was done to property. 

On my next trip to London the rioters were 
on trial for murder, and my first question on 
landing at Queenstown was, “What did Chicago 
do with the rioters?” 

“Hanged them,” was the answer. 

It so happened that about the first man I 
met in my office in London was this lord with 
such a poor opinion of our government, and I 
said to him, ‘““You see we have had our riot and 
the funerals also, and now we have tried and 
hung the rioters. What is your opinion now of 
our government?” 

“Well, I give it up,” was the reply. “You 
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have the best government; all honor to Judge 
Gary.” 

At all events, socialism and anarchy—the twin 
devils of bad governments in Europe—have 
emigrated to America and are trying their the- 
ories here, where all of them can vote, and it 
would seem that both parties are afraid to pass 
laws to hold labor union rioters responsible for 
their acts. The spirit of anarchy, and not prac- 
tical socialism, is certainly in these strikes, and 
the leaders of labor unions have learned their 
tactics from the socialism of the old world, ener- 
gized by the voting power. 

Not long since a college professor and 
preacher advocated in a public meeting a divis- 
ion by law of present-day wealth among all 
classes of men as the Christian basis for doing 
away with all competitive troubles in the indus- 
trial world, quoting the action of the early 
church in dividing material receipts among 
needy members of the church as an example. 
‘This man now has no standing as a teacher with 
respectable people. 

It will be remembered that when Christ, the 
real Passover Lamb, was slain in Jerusalem 
there were Jews from all over the known world 
at that feast, who on the day of Pentecost heard 
Christ’s Gospel of salvation from the fishermen 
of Galilee in their own language and became 
Christians. Hence, the division of material 
things was the sequence of a common faith in 
Jesus as the world’s Redeemer and of the neces- 
sities of the occasion; and it was a purely volun- 
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tary offering, not compulsory by law, as is now 
advocated by the men who propose to change 
the present order of competition into a com- 
pulsory division with men who do not and will 
not work for a living, while Paul (2 Thess., 3: 
10-12) says that working and eating are closely 
related and cannot be divorced. 

Labor unions are the last agencies that should 
listen to such anarchistic ideas, ninety per cent 
of whose members are honest men and would 
not assent to them, except for the influence of 
leaders who are mostly looking for their own 
instead of the unions’ interests in labor matters. 
The origin and results of the recent labor strikes 
give ample proof of this fact. Would honest 
labor union men vote to hire sluggers to dis- 
able and kill non-union men who would not join 
such a union? [I look for a revolution in legal 
enactments and in labor union rules as the direct 
results of those strikes and the Gilhooley con- 
spiracy case, on the ground that ninety per cent 
of the workingmen will not indorse such 
methods of settling differences between labor 
and employers. 

If they do indorse them, our free government 
“by and for the people” must hereafter give a 
free hand to kill anyone who does not agree 
with selfish leaders in labor unions, bent on 
profiting out of the earnings of honest men by 
using union money to feather their own nests. 

For one, i do not believe that the rank and 
file of the unions will indorse any such methods 
as conducive to their best interests, but just the 
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contrary. At least seventy-five per cent of 
labor union members should vote for strikes 
before officials should call them, as they affect 
all industries. 

Capital is the handmaid of labor, without 
which it would be mostly idle. In my own busi- 
ness observation capital and labor combined 
have made the great Northwest the most © 
wealthy and prosperous industrial area in the 
known world. Without capital combinations to 
build railroads it would today have been largely 
an Indian country. Common labor has ad- 
vanced from seventy-five cents per day to two 
dollars, and every luxury and necessity of life, 
except eatables, has fallen 100 to 200 per cent in 
cost as the result of combining capital, labor and 
machinery in their manufacture. 

Young men would do well to study history in 
statistics and not be misled in judgment and 
action by anarchistic elements, which have been 
mostly brought from Europe, where labor gets 
only a fraction of what it receives in the United 
States. Christian ethics demand this of the 
coming factors in our history as a nation, and 
when the great truth of the Fatherhood of God 
and the brotherhood of man is practically be- 
lieved and acted upon by all classes of society we 
may look for practical socialism, but not before. 
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AXX VI. 


reproach.” 
Confucius, of China, without any 
Bible, taught his people not to do to others 
what they would not have them do to them- 
selves. This is really the negative statement of 
Christ’s Golden Rule, without any God in it, and 
yet the Chinese now heed it more than most 

people in our country. 

Suppose the labor unions and the dishonest 
capital trusts, which are the cause of all the 
industrial troubles of our day, should dream 
that they are really lower down in the school of 
ethics than the “heathen Chinese;’ and then 
realize that either class of self-seekers acting 
without regard to the rights of others are in- 
juring themselves more than their opponents ; 
would there not be a change in the tactics of 
both classes akin to a revolution for the good 
of all? It seems to me that such a result would 
be inevitable if they would so look on actual 
facts. 

Having been a hard laboring man myself as a 
farmer till twenty years old, and an employe in 
business houses for more than six years, noth- 
ing is more apparent to me than that labor and 
capital are and should be inter-dependent. The 
man who has nothing but his head and his 
hands needs employment from the man who 
has capital, and more than he can manage with - 
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his own head and hands, and thus the two are 
helping each other. 

Suppcese the laboring man asks more wages 
than his employer can allow and make any 
money out of his employment, what will be the 
natural result ? 

The capitalist will discharge the laborer and 
he will then lose the interest or gain on his 
capital that was idle because the laborer refused 
to work for fair wages. Thus the laborer will 
also lose both his capital, which is his work, and 
the interest or use of its results. 

All the large strikes of labor unions in this 
country in the past, involving hundreds of mil- 
lions in losses to both classes, are thus put 
before us very simply in their practical results to 
each. This is a short sermon that individual la- 
borers should learn by heart and then ask 
themselves, “Can it be possible that we have 
been so foolish as to take to ourselves a larger 
loss than capital suffers when we strike?” 

Another patent result of a successful strike 
for larger wages is seen in the fact that the 
products of labor are used by labor and capital 
in the proportion of about ninety per cent to ten 
per cent ,and so, when prices must go up on ac- 
count of larger pay for labor, labor has to stand 
ninety per cent of the rise thus made necessary 
by an advance in wages. Here, again, labor 
gets the hot end of the iron and is burned more 
than capital. 

Another patent fact is that naldinees cost so 
much more with the large wages demanded by~ 
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labor and mechanics that capital seeks other 
investments, rather than real estate, and the re- 
sult is that the labor market in that line is glut- 
ted and the unions boycott all men not belong-. 
ing to their organizations, so that capital is 
made to feel that labor proposes to rule or ruin 
the very element that puts it in demand and. 
makes prosperity possible to laboring men. 

Every large strike in Chicago and other cities 
in the past, having produced these results, con- 
vinces me that now individual laborers—ninety 
per cent of whom are honest men and sensible 
officers of unions—have controlled the present 
elements of strikes in Chicago and in the coal 
regions and relegated dishonest leaders, who 
make the most money in strike times, to the 
rear. The masses in such times lose all their 
earnings. 

Friendship of honest laborers with honest 
capital, instead of strife and enmity, would 
soon end strixes and give us old-time peace and 
prosperity for all classes. As long as labor can 
have no employment without capital, it seems to 
me that such a course would be permanently de- 
cided upon by labor for its own good, judging 
from the experiences of the past. The outcome 
of recent strikes in the coal regions and with 
iron-workers in Chicago would indicate that 
some of the officers of unions and a majority of 
the rank and file have had their eyes opened by 
past experience to the fact that capital has some 
rights which must be recognized by such offi-. 
cers and such laborers for their own good. Mr. 
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Mitchell deserves the praise and gratitude of all 
laborers for his practical advice, which was fol- 
lowed by the miners at once going back to 
work. 

How true that if the spirit of Christ’s teach- 
ings could permeate all classes as a determin- 
ing factor in dealing with each other the end of 
all unholy strife would come. When He was 
on earth “the common people heard Him 
gladly.” Why not now as well as then, seeing 
He ever liveth, when we choose His Spirit 
for our guide, instead of the evil spirit? ; 
- Young man, if you belong to either class, ask 
God to help you to answer that question in act- 
ing for yourself as one that must give an 
account to the Master Architect of the universe 
when the records of time are closed, for then 
you will be rewarded according to your works 
—without any discount—good or evil. 
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AXX VII. 


ATTENDED a religious convention not 
long since. It was led by a minister who 
had just finished a very active evangel- 
istic campaign. Returning to my home I rode 
with a very earnest preacher, who remarked to 
me that as the result of that service he was 
henceforth going to preach the Bible in ex- 
pository sermons and no more ethical lectures. 
In thinking over his determination, I could 
not help calling to my mind many ministers to 
whom I had listened, some eminently success- 
ful as fishers of men, others with full houses 
and no conversions, and some with ever vary- 
ing congregations and few men caught. In call- 
ing to mind the character of their ministra- 
tions, I found that the successful net-casting at 
the Lord’s command was done by men who had 
a passion for souls and in every instance ob- 
served Paul’s instructions to Timothy, “Preach 
the Word.” These had full houses of hungry 
souls, expecting to be fed, and they were not 
disappointed. They were not only Christians 
hungering for the food that would make them 
grow in grace, but sinners hungering for the 
life-giving words of Him who came to seek and 
to save the lost, and both got what they came 
lame 
The last time I heard Spurgeon, 6,000 people 
were there, and the closing prayer seemed to 
me to be a real conversation with the ever- 
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present Christ over the needs of both classes 
of hearers, until I had to take out my hand- 
kerchief to receive the voluntary indorsement 
of my head, heart and eyes. I was curious to. 
see if others had been affected in the same way, 
and, as far as my eyes could catch the actions. 
of others, I found that thousands were effected 
in the same way. The heart as well as the head 
had been touched with a live coal from God’s: 
altar, at the request of this man of God. I 
have not seen the like of it, in extent, before 
nor since. 

Mr. Moody’s was another example of Bible 
expository preaching, whose attractive utterance 
reached the heads and hearts of multitudes, and 
Dr. Torrey is a worthy successor. 

I remember reading of one ministerial ethical 
lecturer, who, after writing his lecture on Sat-. 
urday, slept and dreamed of taking a ride. He 
passed his own church, and, looking up, saw a 
little devil asleep in the tower. Passing on to 
the home of an old woman member of his con- 
gregation, he saw the roof covered with large, 
live devils, and the largest one stood as a watch 
at her gate. He finally plucked up courage to. 
ask this gate-watch what both scenes meant. 
The watch replied: 

“If you will keep it to yourself, I will tell 
you.” This was agreed to, and this was the 
explanation: . 

“The fact is that the preacher in that church 
is more than half asleep. Accordingly, his con- 
gregation is asleep, and it takes only one little: 
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devil to watch them all, and he can sleep most 
of the time; but this old woman is always at 
work trying to get men to come to Christ, and 
it takes a legion of us to hinder her in her work; 
but we cannot stop her.” 

Waking from his dream, he threw away his 
ethical lecture and resolved to join the old 
lady in working for souls by preaching “the 
Word,” and a great revival came to his church. 
_ If any pulpit in our land is losing its power, 
it is because the minister listens to the desires 
of men rather than to our Lord’s command to 
“Preach the gospel.” Therefore, the question, 
“Is the pulpit losing its power?” answers itself 
to both pulpit and pews, whenever it is asked 
in sincerity, with a view to an improvement. 
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XXX VIII. 


HEN Joshua was the leader of Israel 
W in the Promised Land, flowing with 

milk and honey, he said unto them as 
the first and most important thing, “Choose 
ye this day whom ye will serve; if God be 
God, serve him; if Baal, then serve him.” He 
was the type of the Christ promised in Eden, 
who was to come to lead us, not only unto 
a land that flows with physical milk and honey 
—here—but into that land where He himself 
has gone to be, not only our Reception Com- 
mittee there, but our unerring Guide here, to 
lead us to those gates of eternal life and glory, 
while giving us all there is to enjoy here while 
on the journey. 

When He came to fulfill the Old Testament 
promise and prophecy, He called attention to 
God’s oversight of His own, by referring to 
His care for the lilies of the field and the birds 
of the air, as proof that man, the noblest work 
of God, would not suffer for want of His help. 
He then said, “Seek ye first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness, and all these things 
shall be added unto you.” And in another 
place He says, “A hundred-fold more in this 
life, and in the world to come life everlasting” 
shall be added to the Christian’s earthly bank 
account, as the prelude of life eternal with 
the Giver. 

Here we find the corner stone of a wisdom 
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that begins here and ends in Heaven itself. 
But there are conditions attached, which is the 
second important thing to notice, viz: “Go work 
in my vinyard.” First it is “Come unto me, all 
ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.” Then follows: ‘‘Take my yoke 
upon you and learn of me, for I am meek and 
lowly of heart, and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls, for my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light.” 

The God of this world lays heavy burdens 
on us, but gives us no rest. Jesus bears the 
yoke of all our burdens with us. See I. Cor. 
3:9-15 for Faul’s idea of our co-partnership 
with Jesus. 

In all our life work and its results, both of 
honest work and idleness, to be tried in the 
fire of a just judgment, the one gives us “gold, 
silver and precious. stones,” and the other 
“wood, hay and stubble.” One stands the fire 
and the other is burned up. We are responsi- 
ble for the choices we make, for they bring one 
or the other to us in the final judgment. 

How foolish to choose self first as the cen- 
ter and circumference of all our mental, moral 
and business aims, instead of Christ and His 
work, when one gives us a hundred-fold more 
of the enjoyments of this life and the life ever- 
lasting, while the other, even to a man who 
trusts in Christ for personal salvation, and does 
nothing for others, loses the best riches of 
this world and of the next, because his quest 
was only for self, and not like that of the good 
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Samaritan, who spent time and money for a 
needy man, while the priests and Levites passed 
by on the other side of the road—priests and 
Levites only in name. Such will have no bank 
account in Heaven. 

But how about the business of this life in 
physical wealth as promised by Jesus, as one 
of the fruits of choosing Him first? 

Listen. JI know a man who left home with 
practically nothing of worldly wealth, but with 
a mother’s Bible and her prayers, and with a 
determination to serve God first and foremost. 
While at school, just before leaving home to 
carve his own way in the world, he resolved to 
learn bookkeeping. Why he did so he could 
not divine at the time; but after filling several 
lower positions with other concerns, this know- 
ledge gave him a leading position in the lead- 
ing wholesale business house in the city to 
which he went, which in time led to a partner- 
ship in the business, and finally to his becoming 
the head of the house. Afterwards, that led to 
the formation of another concern separate from 
his employers’, who had been his partners, and 
the combined business of the two now repre- 
sents the controlling factor in their line in the 
greatest consuming center in the world for all 
the products of human industry. | 

Question from a business standpoint: Did 
the Christian character of the young man have 
anything to do with his choice of a business 
after the education of the schools had made him 
ready for it? And, if so, does the promise of 
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“the Word” to such a character, of a hundred- 
fold more in this life, have any relation to it? 
If not, why not? 


XXXIX. 


seen wonderful progress in Christian ac- 

tivity. As president of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association in its early history, it 
was my business to raise money for the work 
of a Christian union, and I well remember that 
more money came from individual Presbyteri- 
ans than from all the other churches. The re- 
sults of those beginnings now surround the 
globe with Young Men’s Christian Association 
buildings, and all that they mean. If any 
of you young men live to be eighty years old, 
and are invited to address an audience like this 
from some thirty Presbyterian churches, you 
will have a good deal more of Christian union 
to talk ahout than I have now. The world 
itself is being rapidly unified in material in- 
terests through the influence of Christian civili- 
zation, and that work will go on under the di- 
rection of young men trained in the school of 
Christ, until Christian unity will characterize 
not only Presbyterian churches, through young 
men, but all the churches will unite to answer 
the prayer of our Saviour in the seventeenth of 
John, that all His disciples might be one as 
He and the Father were one. 


| AM now over eighty years of age, and have 
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The fact of Jesus Christ is the greatest fact 
in all human history, and His claim on young 
men to bring about such a result paramount 
to all other obligations, if His prayer meant 
what it said. 

John, the beloved disciple, in writing His his- 
tory, began with a description of what He was. 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
All things were made by him; and without him 
was not anything made that was made. In 
him was life; and the life was the light of men. 
He came unto his own, and his own received 
him not. But as many as received him, to them 
he gave power to become the sons of God, even 
to them that believe on his name: which was 
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God. And the 
Word was made flesh and dwelt among us (and 
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father), full of grace and truth.” 
John the Baptist’s record of Him, when the 
Jews sent priests and Levites to inquire of Him, 
who He was, was quite as significant ; and when 
He came to John for baptism, he said, “Behold 
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of 
the world!” and then a voice from Heaven de- 
clared, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased.” 

The next day John stood with two of his 
disciples, and as Jesus was passing by, said: 
again, “Behold the Lamb of God!” These two 
disciples followed Him and said, “Master, where. 
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dwellest thou?” and He answered, “Come and 
see.” They followed Him and dwelt with Him 
that day. The conference convinced them that 
He was the Christ, and Andrew—one of them— 
went for his brother Peter and said to him, “We 
have found the Messias,” “and he brought him 
to Jesus.” The next day Jesus found Philip and 
said to him, “Follow me.” This done, Philip soon 
saw that He was the Christ, and he went for 
Nathanael and said to him,“We have found him, 
of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, 
did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
Nathanael answered, “Can there any good thing 
come out of Nazareth?” ‘“‘Come and see,” said 
Philip, and coming, Jesus exclaimed, “Behold 
an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!” 
“Whence knowest thou me?” asked Nathanael. 
Jesus said, “Before that Philip called thee, when 
thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee!” 
Nathanael was probably in a secret place with 
God, where no human being could see him, and 
so he said, “Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; 
thou art the King of Israel.” In this history 
Jesus himself gives us an example of personal 
work, which, if we all followed as His servants, 
would bring the millenium here in a short time. 
He dealt with each one personally, and the re- 
sult was magical. But they were men—young 
men—and with human reason probably said to 
themselves, “This man has no money. His 
father was a carpenter like himself, and we will 
have to earn our own living as his disciples.” 
So they went to their fishing boats as usual, and 
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toiled all night and caught nothing. Jesus said 
to them in the morning, “Launch out into the 
deep and let down your nets for a draught.” 
And when they did this—obeying orders—their 
nets were full, and when they came to land, He 
said, “Follow me and I will make you fishers 
of men.” I hear Peter saying to his partners, 
“We thought we would have to feed ourselves; 
we toiled all night (the only time to catch fish 
with a net) and caught nothing; Jesus orders in 
broad daylight the casting of our net, and it 
comes up full. My opinion is that we can follow 
him and trust him for our bread and butter 
and dinner hereafter”—“and they straightway 
left their nets and followed him.” 

Here we have an object lesson well worth 
our careful study, for when He was about to 
leave His work in His disciples’ hands, He said 
to them, “Tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem until 
ye be endued with power from on high, and then 
ye shall be witnesses unto me, both in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost parts of the earth.” These young 
men were our predecessors, and from that day 
to this Jesus has not been without such wit- 
nesses to His character and work for men. So 
the claims of Christianity upon us—now—are 
paramount to all other claims. 

Secular history alone, from the birth of Christ 
and His church to redeem the race, down to 
the present time, should convince the wisest of 
men of His claims upon them for their loyal 
worship and faithful service. The world at that 
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time was mostly ruled by Rome, and a fraction 
of her citizens owned all the rest as slaves. 
Women had no rights but to be bought and sold 
for base purposes, and infanticide was a com- 
mon practice. 

Now, no civilized nation exists that has not 
recognized personal liberty as the basis of all 
good government. Why? Because the teach- 
ings of Christ are now recognized as never be- 
fore as the supreme factor in making better 
men and better government. 

The Gospel of John contains His teachings 
in concrete form, from which I have already 
quoted, as showing those teachings in actual 
life as well as words. I remember talking many 
times on the train, with a night watchman of 
the Lake Forest depot, who lived in Evanston, 
about his relations to Christ, but I seemed to 
have no influence in his deciding to follow Him. 
Finally, on leaving home for some time, I gave 
him a copy of this Gospel, asking him to read it 
carefully and let me know on my return what 
he thought of it. On my return he was the first 
man I met at the depot, and I saw that his face 
was one condensed smile, that wouldn’t come 
off, and I said to him, “TI think you have decided 
the great question of life.” “Yes,” said he, “I 
have, and the only regret I have is that I have 
thrown away the best half of my life.” “Tell 
me about it,” said I. “Well, I read the little 
pocket book you gave me and I was convicted. 
I went home one Sunday morning from my 
night watch, and could not sleep, so I got up 
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and went into class meeting where my wife was, 
‘and asked them all to pray for me, as I wanted 
to know Christ as a personal Saviour, and be- 
fore we arose from our knees, I knew He had ~ 
saved me, and I have been as happy as a bird 
ever since.” 

The real life business of all who would follow 
Him is to save souls from death, and thus hide. 
a multitude of sins. The profits in such busi-- 
ness are immense, as each soul, by the Master’s 
estimate, is worth more than all the world of 
material wealth. ; 

He furnishes all the capital and gives all the: 
profits in His book of account of man’s works — 
here. How glorious it is to be His partners 
in this soul-winning, which is the greatest work 
in the world, and is the true “business of the: 
King.” 
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THE GIDEONS. 


of Christian traveling salesmen, for 

mutual benefit and for work for others 
has had a large place in union Christian meet- 
ings in Chicago and elsewhere. It is certainly 
another protest against strictly sectarian ef- 
forts in Christian work, in its results to its own 
members coming from all orthodox churches, 
and in union meetings held by them in churches. 

Personal work seems to be its strong hold 
on public confidence. As salesmen, the Gideons 
are naturally introduced to this method the same 
as in selling goods, without which they would 
be useless to their employers. Sitting down in 
an easy chair for selfish enjoyment never made 
a successful business man—and they seem to 
think that activity in personal application to 
those whom they would reach with the truth, 
is the only thing that would make a successful. 
worker in the Lord’s vineyard. 

It has been my privilege to enjoy the Gideon’s: 
meetings in Chicago and elsewhere ever since 
their organization, and I can certainly say to 
young men who wish to get a good start in busi- 
ness and in Christian work, that they can find 
no better stimulant than to attend their meet- 
ings. 

One of their aggressive methods in the work - 
was to send out at their own expense a field 
secretary to hold union meetings all over the 


F OR the past three years this organization 
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country, who was the means of conversions by 
the hundreds—showing that laymen with the 
union Christian spirit in them have a powerful 
influence in deciding other laymen to become 
Christian workers. 

But the most effective work has been in hold- 
ing union meetings wherever an opening was 
found, without money and without price. Here, 
the idea of a salary for such work being ignored 
tends to reach many men who say, “Well, that 
minister is paid for saying what he does, while 
the Gideons give their time and talent for this 
work.” Truly, this is one of Christ’s agencies 
in these last days to wake up sleeping elements 
in the churches and the world, to a new view 
of Christ’s claims upon men for actual service. 

No meetings in Chicago have had a more 
wide-awake influence on their attendants than 
the Gideon noon meetings, held on Saturday at 
Willard Hall for nearly two years, which I have 
attended. I have also attended some of their 
meetings in churches, and have always found 
the audiences yielding their heads and hearts 
to their practical testimonies through the power 
of God to save all who honestly come to Him 
for salvation. 

May their influences multiply and increase to 
aid in helping the needs of all classes to listen 
to such witnesses for Jesus Christ. 

See pages 177 to 179 for a sample of indi- 
vidual Gideon work. 
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CONCLUSION. 


OUNG man, can you think of anything 
ny: more successful in making men, than 

the warm approval of your best friends, 
of your best efforts in that direction? 

As a plowboy, sixteen years of age, I remem- 
ber telling my father that I would continue my 
work into the night in order to have the land 
ready for sowing the next day, as the season was 
late. His look of commendation, as I told him 
of my purpose, was well worth the price of 
‘many days’ work. The next day, after supper, 
a neighbor called, and my father told him of my 
work, with a hearty commendation of my pur- 
pose, not knowing that I was in hearing dist- 
ance, and my father’s approval I have never for- 
gotten. 

I heartily wish that my work for my Heaven- 
ly Father, since I became a Christian, had been 
of such a persistent character as to apprise me 
that His approval was assured, and would pre- 
dict the final word, “Well done, good and faith- 
ful servant.” Suppose that with every purpose 
of active life we should ask, “Will my Heavenly 
Father approve of this?” how many regrets and 
sorrows would be wiped off from our daily 
calendar! Young men, especially, should ask 
this question, as the most efficient character 
builder in making the map of human conduct 
for our daily inspection, and we cannot better 
indicate the manner of conserving corner stones 


of useful character in early life, than by advi sing 
everyone to make this query effective in i 
ciding every doubtful question that crosses 
mental horizon, to be put into actual life. 
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